John 1:1
Matthew 28:3



 is continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the angel’s appearance produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EIDEA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular/plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his appearance.” Next we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ASTRAPĒ, meaning “lightning.”
“Now his appearance was like lightning,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ENDUMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular/plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his clothing.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective LEUKOS, meaning “brilliant; white.”
  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as,” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun CHIWN, meaning “snow.”

“and his clothing white as snow.”
Mt 28:3 corrected translation

“Now his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now his appearance was like lightning,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the resurrection of Jesus by describing the appearance of one of the angels that met the women at the tomb.  Matthew has already described what he did in removing the stone from the entrance.  Now he describes the appearance of the angel.  Angels have an appearance, which they can make visible to people or not, as God desires or the circumstances require it.  Sometimes we can see them (as in this situation), but most times we cannot.


b.  During the dispensation of Israel angels were seen quite a lot.  But today, in the Church Age, God has restricted their appearing to not at all.  This has something to do with the rules of the angelic conflict (perhaps Satan has objected that people would stop believing in God, if He and His elect angels stop appearing; and so God is proving him wrong).


c.  Matthew compares the angel’s appearance to the brilliant white of lightning.  Matthew is not describing the speed of the actions of the angel, but what he looked like.  This refers to the appearance of his face, hands, feet (what we would think of as ‘skin’).

2.  “and his clothing white as snow.”

a.  Matthew adds that the angel’s clothing was also ‘white’ and compares it to the brilliant whiteness of snow.


b.  This white clothing is the uniform of glory, worn by our victorious Commander, the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, the Bright Morning Star.  This uniform of glory is worn by all those who serve in the Lord’s army, both angels and believers.  This is the victorious uniform of glory that is seen by the Lord and His soldiers as we return with Him at His second advent.  This uniform is described in several passages of Scripture:



(1)  Mt 17:2, “And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun; then His garments became as white as light.”



(2)  Mk 9:3, “and His garments became radiant, exceedingly white, as a bleacher of clothes on earth is not able to make so white.”



(3)  Mk 16:5, “And after entering into the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right side, wearing a white long, flowing robe; and they were amazed.”



(4)  Lk 9:29, “And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and His clothing gleaming white.”



(5)  Jn 20:12, “and she saw two angels in whites sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying.”



(6)  Acts 1:10, “And then as they were staring into the sky, while He was going, then behold, two men stood beside them in white clothing.”



(7)  Rev 3:4-5a, “But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.  Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments,…”



(8)  Rev 3:18a, “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, in order that you may become rich, and with reference to white clothing [uniform of honor] that you may clothe yourselves,…”



(9)  Rev 4:4, “Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting, having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”



(10)  Rev 6:11, “And then a white robe [uniform of glory] was given to each one of them, and they were told that they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”



(11)  Rev 7:9, “After these things I looked, and behold, a large crowd, which no one was able to count, from every nation and tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and palm branches [were] in their hands.”



(12)  Rev 19:14, “And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses, being clothed with pure, white, fine linen.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The brilliance of the person of the angel is the unveiled glory of one who has been in the presence of God.”


b.  “The appearance of the angel matches similar angelic appearances which surrounded Jesus’ birth.”


c.  “Matthew speaks of the angel’s appearance and compares it to lightning.  This undoubtedly signifies that it was impressive, but it is not easy to understand exactly what it means [it is easy, it was like lightning, what’s so hard about that?].  Perhaps we can say that the angel was ‘striking’ to look at.  His clothing was white as snow; this description has become conventional for that which is very white, but it is used of clothes only here in the New Testament (and only once of anything else, with reference to hair, Rev 1:14).”


d.  “This [description] reminds us of the transfiguration of Jesus.”
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