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 is the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle of the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach: teaching.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, describing what is reasonably expected to occur on a continuing basis.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive of the verb TĒREW, which means “to keep, observe, fulfill.”


The present tense is customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS and the relative pronoun HOSOS, meaning “everything that.”
  Then we have the first person singular aorist deponent middle indicative of the verb ENTELLOMAI, which means “to command.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with emphasis on the end of the action.  It is translated by the addition of the auxiliary verb “have.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”

“teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI with the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “and behold.”  Then we have the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “I,” followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”  Next we have the first person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective PASAS with the article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “all the days.”

“and behold, I am with you all the days”
 is the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular article and noun SUNTELEIA, which means “until the completion, close, end.”
  Finally, we have the descriptive/possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, which means “of the age.”
“until the end of the age.’”
Mt 28:20 corrected translation

“teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you all the days until the end of the age.’”
Explanation:
1.  “teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you;”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Therefore, after going, make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you all the days until the end of the age.’”


b.  The leaders of the Church have two main functions as defined by our Lord here.  They are to baptize new believers, which formally identifies them as being in the body of Christ—the Church universal, and they are to teach the orthodox doctrines of Christianity as found in the teachings of our Lord and as written in the New Testament Scriptures.  Here our Lord emphasizes obedience to everything He has commanded, taught, instructed, and exemplified during His public ministry.


c.  The verb TĒREW means to guard, keep, observe, fulfill, etc.  We guard the word of God by observing and fulfilling the commands contained in the word of God.  We are expected to keep doing what God wants.  This is how we demonstrate our love for God—by obeying what He has commanded.  Read Jn 13:34 through Jn 15:17 and see what God wants from us.


d.  Teaching requires repetition.  Peter understood this, when he wrote 2 Pet 1:12-13, “Therefore, I intend to constantly remind you about these things, although you have known and have been strengthened by means of the truth that you have.  That is, I consider it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by means of a reminder,…”


e.  Teaching means learning the basics before you try to go beyond the basics.  Teaching requires the faithful and diligent preparation of the communicator of Bible doctrine.  His is a lifelong process of educating himself before he can educate others.


f.  The object “them” refers to those who have already believed in Christ and are now beginning the process of growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The unbeliever need obey only one command—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.

2.  “and behold, I am with you all the days”

a.  Then our Lord draws their attention (and ours) to a solemn guarantee and promise that is related to our security both now and in the future—“I am with you.”


b.  Not only is He with us, but He dwells inside us along with the indwelling of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  We are in union with Christ.  We are the bride of Christ.  We are forever with Him as He is with us.  We have an inseparable relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ, an unbreakable bond that is sealed by the Holy Spirit.  Nothing in life or death can sever this bond and relationship.


c.  The phrase “all the days” refers to every day from the day this statement was made until the end of this age.  This includes every day of our life from the day we believe in Christ until the day we die and beyond.

3.  “until the end of the age.’”

a.  Jesus puts a limit on ‘all the days’.  That limit is until the end of the age.  That begs the question: which age?  The end of the Jewish Age at the Second Advent or the end of the Church Age, which had not even begun, and these believers as yet knew nothing about?’


b.  The answer is probably both.  It certainly means to the end of the Jewish Age, since that was the age in which these believers were now living and only had seven more years to its conclusion (which will be accomplished during the Tribulation, after the resurrection of the Church).   And clearly this refers to the life of Church Age believers, who are in union with Christ and indwelt by all three members of the Trinity.  This is promised and true for every believer throughout the Church Age.


c.  Therefore, all believers in the rest of the Jewish Age and in the Church Age have an unbreakable relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, which He guarantees by His being with them.  Our salvation is eternally secure.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus had opened the minds of His disciples to understand the Scriptures (Lk 24:44–45).  They knew what He wanted them to teach to their own converts.  It is not enough to win people to the Savior; we must also teach them the Word of God.  This is also a part of the Great Commission.  Jesus is not only ‘in the midst’ when His people gather together (Mt 18:20), but He is also present with them as they scatter into the world to witness.  There are no conditions for us to meet, or even to believe; for Jesus Christ is with us.  The phrase ‘the end of the age’ indicates that our Lord has a plan; He is the Lord of history.  As the churches follow His leading and obey His Word, they fulfill His purposes in the world.”


b.  “These final words of the Lord were carried out by the apostles as they went everywhere, proclaiming the story of their Messiah, Jesus Christ, the King of the Jews.”


c.  “Teaching is a vital function of His Church, but obviously teaching must not be emphasized at the expense of evangelism, nor vice versa.  The Church’s responsibility is to keep these two functions in perfect balance; for only in this true harmony is God best glorified.  The only way to know ‘all that Christ has commanded’ is to study it, and that means Bible study.  ‘All that Christ commanded,’ leaves no room for selective compliance.  Believers are expected to adhere to all Christ’s teachings, regardless of personal preferences.  This, too, is a lifelong discipline, for we will never reach the state of perfection which He holds up as the ideal.”


d.  “Teaching obedience to all of Jesus’ commands forms the heart of disciple making.  Evangelism must be holistic.  If non-Christians are not hearing the gospel and not being challenged to make a decision for Christ, then the church has disobeyed one part of Jesus’ commission.  If new converts are not faithfully and lovingly nurtured in the whole counsel of God’s revelation, then the church has disobeyed the other part. Key implications for preaching appear here.  There must be a balance between evangelistic proclamation and relevant exposition of all parts of God’s Word.  So, too, the ministries of the church overall must reflect a healthy balance of ‘outreach’ and ‘inreach.’  Nevertheless, Jesus calls all Christians to be both witnesses and disciplers.  Matthew closes his Gospel with Jesus’ promise to be spiritually present with His followers until the end of this age, that is, until His return, when He will once again be present bodily.  The Lord calls his people to become disciple makers, and He promises to be with them irrespective of their successes or failures.  Verses 18–20 link back with Mt 1:23 to frame the entire Gospel with references to Immanuel—God with us.  In Jesus, God remains with us for now and eternity!  What more do we need to persevere in Christian living?  We must go out and obey His commission.  But the final word of the Gospel remains Christ-centered. Even when we fail, he remains faithful.”


e.  “The new disciple is also to be taught to observe all the things I have commanded you.  The church’s teaching function is thus of great importance. We teach because Jesus commanded us to teach, and there is no way of diminishing the importance of an activity that owes its origin to the command of our Lord himself.  He speaks of the taught as ‘observing’ what He has commanded.  In other words, Jesus is concerned with a way of life. As we have seen throughout this Gospel, He continually urges His followers to live in a manner pleasing to God.  He has objected to the sterile legalism of many in His day and has gone beyond the letter of the law to the things that are rightly seen as arising from its spirit.  So there is to be instruction and there is to be purity of life.  We should not miss the significance of all the things. Jesus is not suggesting that His followers should make a selection from His teachings as it pleases them and neglect the rest.  Since the teaching of Jesus is a unified whole, disciples are to observe all that this means.  The Gospel ends with Jesus’ breathtaking promise that He is with His followers all the days to the end of the age.  The disciple is not going to be left to serve God as well as he can in the light of what he has learned from the things Jesus has commanded.  The disciple will find that he has a great companion as he goes on his way through life.  The Jesus of whom Matthew writes is no small Palestinian figure, but a mighty Person who is with his followers wherever they may be. And this, he says, will last through time.  He is not speaking of a temporary residence with first-century disciples, but of a presence among his followers to the very end of time.  This Gospel opened with the assurance that in the coming of Jesus God was with his people (Mt 1:23), and it closes with the promise that the very presence of Jesus Christ will never be lacking to his faithful follower.  When Matthew draws his Gospel to its close, he has nothing in the way of an ascension account.  He emphasizes the importance of the Lord’s continuing presence and concludes his Gospel with the magnificent assurance to the followers of Jesus that that presence will never be withdrawn; He will be with them always, to the end of the world and to the end of time.”
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