John 1:1
Matthew 27:62



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and adverb EPAURION, which means “on tomorrow; on the next day.”

“Now on the next day,”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOSTIS, which means “which,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the next day produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular article and noun PARASKEUĒ, which means “after the day of preparation.”

“which is after the day of preparation,”
 is the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to be gathered together.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the leaders of Israel received the action of being gathered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ARCHIEREUS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the nominative masculine plural article and proper noun PHARISAIOS, meaning “the high priests and the Pharisees.”  Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular proper noun PILATOS, meaning “with Pilate.”

“the high priests and the Pharisees were gathered together with Pilate,”
Mt 27:62 corrected translation

“Now on the next day, which is after the day of preparation, the high priests and the Pharisees were gathered together with Pilate,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now on the next day,”

a.  Matthew continues the story by moving us along to the next day—the day after the crucifixion of Jesus.  Jesus was sacrificed on the day of preparation for the Passover, when the sacrificial lambs were killed in preparation for eating the Passover the next day (that night after sundown).  Friday was the day of preparation.  Saturday was Passover.


b.  So the ‘next day’ here refers to Saturday—Passover.



(1)  Jn 19:14, “Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour [6 a.m.].  And he [Pilate] said to the Jews, ‘Behold, your King!’”



(2)  Jn 19:31, “Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.”



(2)  Jn 19:42, “Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.”

2.  “which is after the day of preparation,”

a.  Matthew continues with a further explanation for His Gentile readers, who are unfamiliar with Jewish customs and timetables.


b.  The ‘next day’ is defined here as the day after the day of preparation.  The day of preparation for the Passover is the day before the Passover is celebrated.  Passover was always celebrated on the Sabbath, which was always a Saturday, which means the day of preparation was the Friday before Passover.

3.  “the high priests and the Pharisees were gathered together with Pilate,”

a.  The enemies of Jesus continue their activities against Jesus, even in His death.  The two high priests, Hannas and Caiaphas (who do not believe in resurrection), with the backing of the Pharisees (who believe in resurrection) are gathered together with Pilate on the Sabbath to form another plot against the resurrection of Jesus.


b.  Notice that these men are afraid of the resurrection of Jesus, because if He is raised from the dead, then that is proof-positive that Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, the King of the Jews, and everything He claimed to be.  So in spite of their beliefs, they are going to do all they can to try and prevent the resurrection of Jesus.  Who is the motivator behind this effort?  The Prince of Darkness himself.  These arrogant, evil men think they can prevent God from raising His Son from the dead, and they think they can do it with armed guards and a sealed tomb.  Their arrogant stupidity is beyond the bounds of human reason.  If Jesus is truly God, then how are they going to stop the Giver of Life from living again?  It can’t be done; yet they believe they can do it.


c.  The Jewish leaders are not confident in their own ability to guard the tomb.  They want Pilate to have the Roman soldiers do it for them.  Why?  So they cannot be accused of tampering with the body.  So two of their own members can’t steal the body and move it elsewhere.  They don’t want to be falsely accused of doing anything that might implicate them in the possible resurrection of Jesus.  Let this be a Roman affair.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In contrast to the loving care given by Jesus’ friends, notice the plottings and maneuvering of the Jewish leaders.  The disciples had forgotten that Jesus promised to rise from the dead on the third day, but His enemies remembered.”


b.  “It is a little surprising that a group of unbelievers would remember Jesus’ prediction that He would rise again on the third day, while the believing disciples seemingly forgot.  The very next day after His death, that is, on the Sabbath, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate and informed him of Jesus’ words”


c.  “The chief priests and Pharisees were not content to rest on the Sabbath as were the Christians (Lk 23:56), but were nevertheless prepared by God to make the evidence of Jesus’ resurrection above question.  It is noteworthy that these men, who so vehemently opposed Jesus for performing deeds of mercy on the Sabbath, had no qualms about breaking the Sabbath themselves in order to protect their own political offices!”


d.  “On the next day (Saturday), after ‘Preparation Day’ (Friday—the Preparation Day for the Sabbath, not for the Passover), Pilate receives a second request regarding Jesus’ burial.  This time the request comes from the Jewish leaders, who recall Jesus’ resurrection prophecies.”


e.  “The Preparation was the day when people prepared for the Sabbath, that is, Friday.”
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