John 1:1
Matthew 27:51



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the particle of attention IDOU, which means “behold.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun KATAPETASMA, which means “the veil, curtain”
 plus the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun NAOS, meaning “of the temple.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb SCHIZW, which means “to split.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the curtain of the temple received the action of being split.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the adverb of place ANWTHEN plus the preposition HEWS plus the adverb of place KATW, which means “from top to bottom.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter plural cardinal adjective DUO, which means “into two (pieces)” = “in two.”

“And behold, the veil of the temple was split in two from top to bottom;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the earth.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb SEIW, which means “to be shaken.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the earth received the action of being shaken.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the earth was shaken”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun PETRA, meaning “the rocks.”  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb SCHIZW which means “to be split.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the rocks received the action of being split.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the rocks were split.”
Mt 27:51 corrected translation

“And behold, the veil of the temple was split in two from top to bottom; and the earth was shaken and the rocks were split.”
Mk 15:38, “And the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”
Lk 23:45, “because the sun ceased to shine.  Then the curtain of the temple was split in two.”

Heb 10:20, “which [entrance] He opened for us as a new and living way through the curtain; that is, by means of His physical body,”
Explanation:
1.  “And behold, the veil of the temple was split in two from top to bottom;”

a.  Matthew continues the story and wants us to pay particular attention to other events in nature that occurred with the death of the Son of God on the cross.  Three events in nature occurred at the same time to point to God the Father’s displeasure with the death of His Son.  God was not happy and indicated His displeasure with what mankind had done to the Lord Jesus.


b.  First, the veil or curtain of the temple was torn in two.  The translation ‘curtain’ is better than veil, because in our modern thinking, a veil is something you can see through (for example a wedding veil).  The curtain in the temple separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies was several inches thick (from 8 inches (the length of the palm of two hands) to 18 inches (one cubit) thick (there are many theories, but no definitive proof).  No one could see through it in order to see the Shekinah Glory inside the Holy of Holies.  The veil was as tall as the temple, sixty to ninety feet (depending on which commentary you are reading).  It was impossible for any man or natural event to rip the curtain in half from top to bottom.  Only God could do this and indicated He was doing it by the tear beginning at the top of the curtain (near heaven) and going down to earth.  Mankind and nature didn’t rip the curtain in two; God the Father did so supernaturally.


c.  Why rip the curtain in two at this moment?  God the Father did this in order to show all Israel that the Shekinah Glory or the presence of God was no longer with His people, Israel.  Jesus Christ had been rejected by them, and this is God the Father’s demonstration of Jesus Christ’s departure from Israel for the next three days.


d.  Notice that Luke associates this event with the end of or during the supernatural darkness.

2.  “and the earth was shaken”

a.  The shaking of the earth means the entire earth, not just a localized earthquake.  This shook the whole round ball of earth.


b.  This was another indication of God’s displeasure with the entire population of the earth, since all men were sinners and had come short of the glory of God.  Jesus Christ paid the price for the possible salvation of all mankind, and God the Father shakes the whole world to alert them to this reality.


c.  People in spiritual death often need to be shaken out of their stupor and stupidity of blind arrogance and total depravity. 

3.  “and the rocks were split.”

a.  The third indication of God’s displeasure with the death of His Son at the hands of men was another supernatural event involving large rocks, boulders, the kind of rocks that make up mountains.  Man doesn’t have the force, power, or ability to split giant rocks, but God does.


b.  Only God could do this as a testimony to all men everywhere that man had done something wrong and would pay a price in divine discipline for what they have done, unless they change their mind and believe in God’s Son.


c.  As the Lord’s body, soul and spirit were split apart, so the curtain and the rocks and the shaking all point to this unique event, which concluded the split between the Father and Son, while He was bearing our sins.  So we have a split in the Trinity, and split in the facets of the humanity of Jesus, and various splits in things on earth to alert mankind that all is not well.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Three miracles took place simultaneously: The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; an earthquake opened many graves; some saints arose from the dead.  The rending of the veil symbolized the wonderful truth that the way was now open to God (Heb 10:14–26).  The earthquake signified that the demands of the Law had been met and the curse of the Law forever abolished (Heb 12:18–24).  The torn veil indicates that He conquered sin; the earthquake suggests that He conquered the Law and fulfilled it.”


b.  “At the time of Jesus’ death, three momentous events occurred. First, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  This curtain separated the holy place from the holy of holies in the temple (Heb 9:2–3).  The fact that this occurred from top to bottom signified that God is the One who ripped the thick curtain.  It was not torn from the bottom by men ripping it. God was showing that the way of access into His presence was now available for everyone, not simply the Old Testament high priest (Heb 4:14–16; 10:19–22).  Second, at Christ’s death a strong earthquake occurred, splitting rocks.  Truly the death of Christ was a powerful, earthshaking event with repercussions affecting even the creation.  A third event mentioned was recorded only by Matthew. The tombs of many holy (righteous) people (verse 52) were opened, probably at a Jerusalem cemetery.”


c.  “A double curtain, called ‘the temple veil,’ separated the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies; according to the Mishna, it consisted of two veils hung 18 inches apart, one attached to each side wall of the temple.  The Holy of Holies was not a large room, its dimensions having been fixed by divine decree; however, its height was imposing, for its lofty ceiling soared 90 feet high.  So the temple veil was two curtains each 30 feet wide but 90 feet high, which is why Scripture stresses the fact that the veil was split from above.  With the splitting of the veil, God’s heart is fully revealed to man; it is a heart of love (Heb 10:19–20).  So Jesus Christ, shortly before His death, tore asunder the temple veil to present His blood as the ultimate, once-for-all-time atonement for sin, both past and future, which has obtained eternal redemption (Heb 9:11–12). In tearing this barrier between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, God’s residence, the sacrifice Jesus Christ made allows us free entry within the veil.”


d.  “The temple curtain is split ‘from top to bottom,’ perhaps to symbolize God acting from heaven.  Judgment against the temple has begun.  The temple curtain that was torn was probably the one that separated the court of the Jews from the court of the Gentiles. [Not likely].”


e.  “The Evangelist goes on to speak of some unusual happenings that accompanied the death of Jesus.  He starts with the temple and speaks of the curtain, which appears to mean the curtain that separated the holy of holies from the holy place, into which only the priests might go (most interpreters accept this view, for the meaning is surely that by the death of Jesus the way into the holiest has been opened).  The thought is of judgment on the temple, and Matthew is indicating that symbolically the way into the holy place was opened by the death of Jesus.  He emphasizes this truth by saying that the curtain was torn in two from top to bottom, which indicates more than a minor tear.  He is speaking of a bisected curtain, a curtain that no longer functioned to keep what lay on the other side of it a secret from all those outside.  Religion was never to be the same now that Jesus the Messiah had died for sinners.  This phenomenon was accompanied by an earthquake, the earth being shaken and the rocks split.  He leaves his readers in no doubt that what had happened was no minor event, but, in the literal sense of the word, earth-shaking.”


f.  “Jesus died at three o’clock, thus the curtain must have been torn in two at the time the priests were busy with the evening sacrifices.  Many eyes saw what happened.  We have intimation that the tearing was caused by the earthquake.  If this were so, then the tearing would have been from the bottom to the top.  When this curtain was torn, God proclaimed that the ministration of the Jewish high priest had come to an end.  Earthquakes in the Old Testament always denote the presence of God, revealing Himself as the righteous Judge in His wrath.”
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