John 1:1
Matthew 27:45



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular ordinal adjective HEKTOS plus the noun HWRA, meaning “from the sixth hour.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun SKOTOS, meaning “darkness.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place, etc.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (darkness) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then from the sixth hour darkness occurred”
 is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the article and noun GĒ, meaning “on all the earth.”  Next we have the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun HWRA and ordinal adjective ENATOS, meaning “until the ninth hour.”

“on all the land until the ninth hour.”
Mt 27:45 corrected translation

“Now from the sixth hour darkness occurred on all the earth until the ninth hour.”
Mk 15:33-34a, “And when the sixth hour came, darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.  And then at the ninth hour Jesus cried out…”

Lk 23:44-45a, “And it was now about the sixth hour, and darkness occurred over the whole land until the ninth hour, because the sun ceased to shine.”
Jn 19:14, “Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour.  And he said to the Jews, ‘Behold, your King!’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now from the sixth hour darkness occurred”

a.  Matthew continues the story with another small piece of background information.  The Roman day began at midnight, but the Jewish day began at dawn.  The sixth hour in Jewish time would be noon and the ninth hour would be 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 


b.  In Roman time the sixth hour (Jn 19:14) would be about six o’clock in the morning, when the trial was occurring.  So the sixth hour as described by Matthew, Mark, and Luke all refer to Jewish time, and the sixth hour as described by John sixty years later (when Jewish time no longer mattered) refers to Roman time.


c.  This darkness was a supernatural darkness created by God by simply turning off the light of the sun.  Notice how Luke explains this: “because the sun ceased to shine.”  God didn’t stop the heat of the sun from getting to the earth.  He just turned off the light.  So no one froze to death and the plants didn’t all die.  The whole earth experienced the same thing that occurs every day on the dark side of the earth at night.  However, there was no light reflected from the moon.  It is also possible that God turned all the light from every star off as well.  That would be a tremendous display of God’s displeasure and judgment.


d.  This same supernatural darkness will also occur at the Second Advent.  “On the day of the Second Advent, there will be supernatural darkness for twenty-four hours over the entire face of the earth.  No light will be able to penetrate this darkness.  This darkness will immobilize the invading armies of the Armageddon campaign and frustrate the satanic plan to destroy Israel.
 

(1)  Zech 14:6, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”



(2)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it [Jerusalem] in that day [Second Advent] like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress [among the invading armies], even the light is darkened by its clouds.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.



(3)  Isa 13:9‑10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be dark when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.



(4)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, darkness will cover the earth and a deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear to you [Israel].”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds [the clouds that block out the light] and every eye shall see Him.”  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.



(5)  Joel 2:1-2, “Blow the trumpet of Zion and sound an alarm on My holy mountain; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people [the invading armies]; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  Joel 2:10‑11, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.  The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”  The royal family and elect angels are behind Christ and accompanies Him through this supernatural darkness.



(6)  Zech 14:7, “For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord [God the Father], not day, not night; but it will come to pass at the time of the evening there will be light.”  There is supernatural darkness during the day and the light of the Second Advent will occur in the evening.  Jewish believers will wait patiently, knowing that the Lord will return within a matter of hours and that they will not be overrun by the invading armies.



(7)  Isa 30:26, “Then the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will be seven times brighter than the light of the seven days [of the earth’s restoration, Gen 1:2ff].  On that day, the Lord will bind up the fracture of His people and He will heal the bruise of His blow [the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline].”



(8)  Isa 60:19-20, “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you reflected light.  But you will have the Lord for an eternal light and your God for your glory.  Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an eternal light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.”



(9)  Ezek 32:7‑8.  Jesus Christ will cover the heavens with supernatural darkness.


(10)  Amos 5:18.  The day of the Lord is darkness.


(11)  Mt 24:29.  The sun will be darkened; the moon will not reflect its light; and the stars will fall from heaven.


(12)  Joel 3:15-16.”

2.  “on all the earth until the ninth hour.”

a.  We know that this refers to the whole earth and not just the land of Israel because of Luke’s statement, “because the sun ceased to shine.”  The sun not shining affects the whole earth and not just the land of Israel.  The total period of supernatural darkness lasted three hours—the total time in which God the Father imputed the sins of the world to His Son and judged our sins in Him.

b.  No one ever saw the agony of our Lord Jesus Christ when He was being judged for every sin in human history.  People did hear the scream at the end of the three hours.  God the Father allowed His Son to be judged in privacy.  Satan and the fallen angels were not permitted to see what God the Father did to our Lord in the judgment of our sins.  The greatness of this punishment included the separation of the Father from the Son for those three hours and this hurt Jesus the most, as He will express this at the end of His punishment for us, as mentioned in the next verse.  Nowhere does Scripture describe exactly what God the Father did to our Lord during those three hours, but it was so awful that no creature was allowed to witness it.


c.  This simple statement in Scripture should motivate every believer to thank God daily for doing this in order to save us; for there was no other way it could be done.  And our Lord knew it, which motivated Him to stay on the Cross and endure it.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus was crucified at 9 o’clock in the morning; and from 9 until noon, He hung in the light.  But at noon, a miraculous darkness covered the land.  This was not a sandstorm or an eclipse, as some liberal writers have suggested.  It was a heaven-sent darkness that lasted for three hours.  It was as though all of creation was sympathizing with the Creator.  There were three days of darkness in Egypt before Passover (Ex 10:21–23); and there were three hours of darkness before the Lamb of God died for the sins of the world.”


b.  “Matthew made no reference to the time when the crucifixion began.  But Mark indicated that it began at the ‘third hour’ (Mark 15:25), around 9 a.m.  Matthew noted specifically that from the sixth hour, noon, until the ninth hour, 3 p.m., darkness came over all the land.  In this period of darkness Jesus became the Sin-offering for the world (Jn 1:29; Rom 5:8; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24; 3:18) and as such was forsaken by the Father.”


c.  “Jesus Christ had become sin (2 Cor 5:21), and God is too holy to look on sin (Hab 1:13), so the sun was blotted out for three hours.  It seems particularly appropriate that the sun was darkened, for the Source of all life was dying, and all earthly life is dependent on the sun.  It was as though nature could not bear to look on the death of its Creator.  We cannot know what happened in those three terrible hours of darkness from noon to 3 p.m.; nature itself mourned the fate of its Creator.  God has mercifully drawn a blind over the agony and horror of those last three hours of Jesus’ life; all we know is that Jesus was utterly alone, cut off from God the Father.  We do know, therefore, that our sins tore the Trinity apart for at least those three hours, but the horror, pain, and cost of that tearing God alone knows.  In His infinite mercy He has left us ignorant of the depths of the consequences of our sin.  But we cannot escape this fact: our sins separated Christ from God; the horror of this is too formidable to contemplate.”


d.  “Christ was apparently put on the cross sometime midmorning on Friday.  From midday to midafternoon, unusual darkness appears.  This is the first of the three remarkable events in nature reflecting the cosmic significance of Jesus’ death.  Darkness here obviously symbolizes a great evil.  Some have traced this darkness to a great sirocco (wind) storm or to the solar eclipse of A.D. 33, but neither of these events would have created complete darkness.  It is better to see here a genuinely supernatural event.”


e.  “This cannot be explained as an eclipse; for it was Passover time and with a full moon an eclipse is not possible.  We should understand the darkness as supernatural, leading up to the time when the Son of God breathed His last.  It was not a local phenomenon, peculiar to Jerusalem and its immediate environs; for all three Synoptists tell us that it was over all the land (the word could mean ‘all the earth,’ but the land of Israel seems more likely [not according to Luke]).  It was not a natural phenomenon but the result of divine intervention.  Nothing in the context leads us to think that Matthew has eschatological considerations in mind; furthermore, we should remember that the darkness was followed immediately by the cry of disregard, which does not fit an eschatological situation.  Darkness is associated with judgment in several places in Scripture, and it appears that we are to understand it here as pointing to God’s judgment on sin that is linked with the cross.”


f.  Lenski agrees with others that this was a supernatural darkness over all the earth.
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