John 1:1
Matthew 27:26



 is the temporal use of the conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOLUW, which means “to release; to set free.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Pilate produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun BARABBAS, meaning “Barabbas.”

“Then he released Barabbas to them;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however,” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Next we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb PHRAGELLOW, which means “to flog; to scourge with a whip.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The causative active voice indicates that Pilate caused the action to be produced.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action being performed prior to the action of the main verb.  This is normally translated “after flogging; after scourging.”

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Pilate produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“however, after flogging, he delivered Jesus over”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and can be translated “in order to.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb STAUROW, which means “to be nailed; to be crucified.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

“in order to be crucified.”
Mt 27:26 corrected translation

“Then he released Barabbas to them; however, after flogging, he delivered Jesus over in order to be crucified.”
Mk 15:15, “Then Pilate, desiring to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to them, and after having Jesus scourged, he delivered [Him] over, in order that He might be crucified.”

Lk 23:24-25, “And so Pilate decided that their demand be granted.  And he released the one who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, whom they kept asking for.  However, he delivered over Jesus to their will.”

Jn 19:16, “Therefore he then handed Him over to them, in order to be crucified.  Consequently they took Jesus,”

Explanation:
1.  “Then he released Barabbas to them;”

a.  Having gotten nowhere in his various attempts to free Jesus, Pilate concedes to the demands of the riotous Jewish mob and releases Barabbas to them.  We are not told that Barabbas was welcomed with open arms by the leaders of Israel and have no justification for imagining such a scenario.  Barabbas was a well-known and well-acknowledged thief and murderer, who would probably be carefully watched by the authorities for the rest of his miserable life.


b.  Pilate demonstrated his weak will and lack of moral fortitude.  His leadership ability was now gone.  Forever after the Jews would know they could manipulate him through the threat of rioting.  The Jewish leaders now held the ace trump and could play it whenever they needed to.

2.  “however, after flogging, he delivered Jesus over”

a.  In contrast to the release of Barabbas without a hand being laid on him in punishment for his many crimes, Jesus is first flogged and then delivered over to the Jewish leaders, who will escort the four Roman soldiers and three prisoners outside the city walls to a nearby hill next to one of the main roads coming into the city from the West, so everyone on that road can see what the Roman authorities do to convicted criminals.


b.  “We do well to recall that God revealed the frightful scourging that man would inflict on its Savior to Isaiah, seven centuries before the fact (Isa 52:14, and see Isaiah 53).”


c.  The flogging or scourging of Jesus involved being whipped with the ‘cat-of-nine-tails’ thirty-nine times.  The punishment was always forty lashes.  But the executioner always only gave thirty-nine, because, if he miscounted and gave forty-one, then he received the same punishment of forty lashes.  So the executioner always undercounted by one stroke in order to protect himself.  See the picture below for an example of the whip.  It had a wooden handle with nine leather straps with bits of glass and metal ties on the ends of the leather, so that the glass, stones or metal would cut into the skin, muscle and bones of the back, almost killing the person involved.
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3.  “in order to be crucified.”

a.  Finally, Matthew indicates the purpose for the delivering over of Jesus.  There was only one real purpose—to crucify Him.  “From the numerous references to crucifixion in Herodotus, he credits the Persians with the first use of crucifixion.  Crucifixion was later adopted by the Greeks.  In both Greek and Roman civilizations crucifixion was, with few exceptions, not applicable to the freeborn or to citizens.  In Roman times crucifixion was already the punishment of slaves as early as the Republic.  This penalty was soon extended to include foreigners and ‘robbers’.  Josephus, who witnessed many gruesome crucifixions in connection with the siege of Jerusalem, characterized it as ‘the most wretched of deaths’.  Crucifixion continued to be a political-military punishment, and a consistent example of class justice, until the time of Constantine when it was abolished as an insult to Christianity.  Some form of torture prior to the crucifixion was customary among the Carthaginians and, in the form of flogging, was the normal procedure of the Romans.  Whatever else may have been done to the victim prior to crucifixion, there was at the least a flogging to the point of making blood flow.  In actuality this hastened death and thus reduced the extreme agonies that intensified as long as the victim endured on the cross.  As the next step in the process the victim carried his own cross-beam to the place of execution, where the upright stake had already been erected.  Then on the ground he was fastened to the beam with arms outspread, usually by ropes, less commonly by nails.  The beam and body were then lifted into place on the upright.  A small wooden block (sedicula) or a wooden peg positioned midway on the upright supported the body weight as the buttocks rested on it.  This feature was extremely important in cases of nailing since it prevented the weight from tearing open the wounds.  Once the condemned was thus immobilized he was left alone, unable to attend to bodily functions, unprotected from inclement weather or flies, and, because the place of execution was usually some public street or prominent place, subjected to abusive words and mockery from passersby.  Often the body was left to putrefy on the cross and become the prey of carrion birds to complete the utter humiliation.  The extreme dishonor that lack of burial represented, especially in Jewish circles, can hardly be exaggerated.  It was not unusual for a tablet identifying the crime to be hung on the condemned as he went to the execution site, then attached to his cross for all to see.  The suffering of death by crucifixion was intense.  In addition to exposure to the weather and insects (and sometimes animals), the body suffered from the intensifying damage of the wounds and from the stretching caused by the strained position.  Some think that headache and convulsions added to the agony.  The ultimate cause of death has been debated; generally it is considered the result of gradual suffocation brought about by fatigue.  The length of this agony was wholly determined by the constitution of the victim and the extent of the prior flogging, but death was rarely seen before thirty-six hours had passed.  Instances are on record of victims of the cross who survived their ordeal when taken down after many hours of suspension (Josephus).  Death was sometimes hastened by breaking the legs of the victims”


b.  Jn 19:16-17, “Therefore he then handed Him over to them, in order to be crucified.  Consequently they took Jesus, and He went out, carrying His own cross, to the place which is called ‘the Place of a Skull’, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha,”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Ps 22:16 is a vivid picture of crucifixion.  ‘They pierced my hands and my feet’.”


b.  “In spite of Pilate’s four declarations of Jesus’ innocence (Lk 23:14, 20, 22; Jn 19:4), he fulfilled his commitment to the Jews by releasing Barabbas and turning Jesus over for crucifixion after He had been flogged.”


c.  “So Pilate releases Barabbas and delivers Jesus to his soldiers, though not before having him flogged.  This scourging, itself often fatal, employed a metal-tipped whip known as the flagellum, which repeatedly ripped into the naked flesh of the victim’s back.  This Roman torture further mitigates any charges of the exclusive culpability of the Jews.”


d.  “Pilate released Barabbas to them, an expression that indicates that the mob received that murderer into their number.  But Jesus he scourged.  Matthew dismisses this horror in a single word.  Scourging was the normal preliminary to crucifixion, and it was a horrible punishment in itself.  It was inflicted with multithonged whips, each thong being laced with pieces of metal or bone.  Josephus speaks of a certain Jesus, son of Ananias, who was “flayed to the bone with scourges” (War 6.304).  Men sometimes died under scourging, and it is not difficult to understand why.  Matthew devotes to this horror no more than one word, and he will later do the same with crucifixion.  None of the biblical writers dwells on the dreadful sufferings Jesus endured.  The biblical writers are much more interested in the meaning of Jesus’ death than in enlarging on the suffering He endured.  Not as much is known about crucifixion as we might have expected.  The Gospel narratives appear to be the fullest accounts we have from antiquity of this method of execution.  Ancient writers regarded it as the most shameful of deaths, and they refused to dwell on it.  All the more was this the case in that it was regarded as the appropriate method of execution for slaves and criminals, and it was used extensively for this purpose.  Important people might be executed, but it was done decently.  Crucifixion was carried out in a variety of ways.  It might be done on a cross in the shape Christians have conventionally adopted, but again the ‘cross’ might be in the shape of an I or a T or an X.  The object of the exercise was to kill a person, not to conform to any standard form of cross.  The person being crucified was fastened to the cross with cords or nails.  There was a projection called the sedile that the crucified person straddled; this enabled him to take some of the weight off his arms (when John tells of the legs of those with Jesus being broken, Jn 19:31–33, he points to the removal of this slight alleviation and to the hastening of death as a consequence).  It is not known what caused death.  The body would have been weakened by the scourging, and further by prolonged exposure, and both the respiration and the circulation would have been affected.  One suggestion is that the combination of all this brought on heart failure; another, that the brain would be damaged through the reduced supply of blood that reached it.  Whatever the reason, death was sure, and it might take a long time.”


e.  “The scourging and the mockery of Jesus belong together, and it is John who furnishes the key to both.  Pilate’s objective in scourging and in mocking Jesus was to free Jesus from the cross.  The scourging of Jesus must have taken place outside of the Praetorium, before the eyes of Pilate and the assembled Jews.  This attempt on the part of Pilate to have the Jews content themselves with less than the actual death of Jesus also failed.”
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