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 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS and the adjective HOLOS, meaning “this whole thing” or “all this.”  Next we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place, etc.”


The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that everything that is occurring has produced the action of happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause, meaning “in order that.”  Next we have the third person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be fulfilled.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Scriptures receive the action of being fulfilled.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with HINA. This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “might.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun GRAPHĒ with the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the Scriptures of the prophets.”

“However, all this has taken place, in order that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.’”
 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the adjective PAS, meaning “all the disciples.”  Next we have the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to leave; to depart from; to abandon.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all the disciples produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action being performed prior to the action of the main verb.  This is normally translated “after abandoning.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PHEUGW, which means “to flee; to escape.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then all the disciples, after abandoning Him, fled.”
Mt 26:56 corrected translation

“However, all this has taken place, in order that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.’  Then all the disciples, after abandoning Him, fled.”
Mk 14:49b, “but in order that the Scriptures might be fulfilled [this has taken place].”

Jn 16:32, “Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come that you will be scattered, each to his own [home], and You will leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.”

Jn 18:12, “Therefore, the Roman cohort and the cohort commander and the deputies of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him,”
Explanation:
1.  “However, all this has taken place, in order that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.’”

a.  Jesus is still addressing the crowds (the Jewish crowd and Roman crowd) and describes a mild contrast between how no authorities arrested Him every day that He was teaching in the temple and all that is happening now in the middle of the night in a secluded spot in an olive orchard.  The phrase ‘all this’ refers to Judas’ deal with the high priest, the collusion between the Jewish and Roman authorities, the actual betrayal by Jesus with a kiss, Peter’s rash criminality, and the imminent arrest of Jesus.


b.  Pieces and portions of all these now historical events were prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures.  And because they were foretold, they had to be fulfilled.  God cannot declare a thing will happen and it not happen.  What God predicts must be fulfilled or God is a liar.  The omniscience and foreknowledge of God cannot be revoked.  They can only be predicted and fulfilled.


c.  Jesus is telling His enemies that God knew all about what they are doing long before they ever thought of doing it.  What is taking place has long been known by God and is being accomplished according to His permissive will.  The enemies of Jesus are not getting their way; God the Father is getting His way.  They just don’t realize it.  The fulfillment of the word of God is far more important than anything the Jewish authorities believe they are doing.  They are living in a fool’s paradise and don’t even realize that what they are doing is the fulfillment of the plan of God.

2.  “Then all the disciples, after abandoning Him, fled.”

a.  The key word here is “all.”  None of the disciples had the courage to stand with Jesus and allow themselves to be arrested.  They all fled the scene as soon as they realized that Jesus wasn’t going to resist being arrested.  We don’t know if they fled as one group or split up into several groups or fled individually. Here is what we do know:



(1)  We know that just before Peter struck the slave of the high priest, Jesus asked that His disciples not be arrested, Jn 18:8-9, “Jesus answered, ‘I told you that I am.  Therefore, if you seek Me [and you do], allow these men to go’, in order that the statement which He spoke might be fulfilled, ‘I did not lose one of them, whom You have given to Me.’”



(2)  We also know that one person was almost captured, who was not a part of the group of disciples.  Mk 14:51-52, “Now a certain young man was following Him, wearing a night-shirt over [his] nakedness; and they seized him.  However the one leaving behind the shirt escaped naked.”  “The fact that Mark is the only Gospel to record this incident is interesting; many scholars conclude from this and from the very personal nature of the incident that this young man was Mark himself, for its purpose seems slight, unless it be for the human author of Mark to say, ‘I was there!’”



(3)  We do know that Peter and John stayed together according to Jn 18:15, “Now Simon Peter and another disciple were following with Jesus.  And that disciple [John] was known by the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,”
  
b.  Apparently John was just as guilty as the rest of the disciples, but it seems he recovered faster than the rest.  We are not told where the disciples went that night, but the most logical place for them to flee to would be the house of Lazarus, Mary and Martha in Bethany, which was less than a half-mile away.  The last place they would go would be back into Jerusalem.  And at this point we are not told anything about where Judas went, but wherever it was, he still had the money purse containing all the offerings made to Jesus.  He stole that as he faded into the night.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The fact that the guards had not arrested Him in the temple indicates that there was a divine timetable controlling Jesus’ life.  These things were not happening by accident, but by appointment.  It was all part of God’s plan, yet evil men were responsible for the deed.  ‘This Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death,’ Acts 2:23.”


b.  “The will of the Father was being fulfilled as well as the writings of the prophets who spoke of His death.  At that point all the disciples deserted Him and fled into the night—though they had vowed they would never do so!”


c.  “The possibility of similar arrests, imprisonment, and possible execution frightens the eleven away before they too are taken captive.  Their behavior demonstrates how hollow their previous boasts had been (verse 35).”


d.  “Again Jesus speaks of the importance of the fulfilment of Scripture.  He had stressed this to His followers in rejecting the way of force; now He reminds His captors of the same thing.  They thought that they were being clever in arranging His arrest in this secluded place away from all but a handful of His followers.  But in treating Him as a criminal they were simply doing what the Scripture had long ago foretold.  He was ‘numbered with the transgressors’ (Isa 53:12).  Foolish and wicked men can never overthrow the purposes of God.  This was the last straw for the disciples.  There appeared to be nothing more they could do, so they all left him and ran away.  All is significant; there was not one of His intimate followers who was prepared to suffer alongside his leader.  They simply ran off.  They left Jesus to suffer alone.”

� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mk 14:51–52). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 98). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew.  The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 85). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 400). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (p. 677). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.





2
3

