John 1:1
Matthew 26:53
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 is the coordinating conjunction Ē, which means “Or,” followed by the second person singular present active indicative of the verb DOKEW, which means “to think: do you think?”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present, describing what is now occurring in the static thinking of Peter.


The active voice indicates that Peter is producing the action of wrong thinking.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs of mental activity to introduce and explain the content of that mental activity.  This is followed by the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able; to have the power.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to call to one’s side; to summon; to appeal to.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is able to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My Father.”

“Or do you think that I am not able to appeal to My Father,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb PARISTĒTI, which means “to place beside, put at someone’s disposal.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

With this we have the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “My.”  Then we have the temporal adverb ARTI, which means “now; at once.”

“and He will at once put at My disposal”
 is the comparative use of the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “more than.”  Next we have the genitive of quantity from the feminine plural cardinal adjective DWDEKA plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun LEGIWN and the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, meaning “twelve legions of angels.”

“more than twelve legions of angels?”
Mt 26:53 corrected translation

“Or do you think that I am not able to appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”
Explanation:
1.  “Or do you think that I am not able to appeal to My Father,”

a.  Jesus continues with His explanation to Peter and the other disciples why He does not need their violent help at this moment.  Remember He has already proven that He can defend Himself by speaking one word (EIMI = ‘I am’), which caused the entire crowd coming to arrest Him to fall to the ground.  He could have said ‘stay’ and walked away, if that was God’s will for His life.  So He really didn’t need the disciples help in protecting Him.


b.  What Jesus also had available to Him for self-protection was the ability to appeal to God the Father.  He could ask in a moment and receive instant divine help.  Remember God’s promise, ‘Before, they call I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear’, Isa 65:24.


c.  Clearly Peter and the rest of the disciples were not thinking, but Jesus certainly was.  Any appeal made by Jesus would be an appeal for help against His enemies.  But He needed no such help.

2.  “and He will at once put at My disposal”

a.  If Jesus had made an appeal for help from God the Father, Jesus knew that the Father would put abundant help at His disposal.  This help would be overwhelming, as we shall see shortly.  There was no doubt in the Lord’s mind that instant help was available to Him.  He knew this throughout His incarnation.  Not once had He ever feared harm from His enemies.  He had instant divine protection provided by God the Father through the agency of the elect angels.


b.  The little temporal adverb ARTI is so important here.  It means ‘at once’, ‘right now’, ‘in a heart beat’, or ‘instantly’.  God the Father could guard and protect His Son faster than anyone could lay a hand on Him or draw a sword against Him.  God could protect His Son faster than Peter could draw a sword to defend Him.  Jesus wanted Peter to ponder that thought for a second or two.


c.  The key to this statement is “He will.”  It is the will of God the Father that is all important here; not the will of Jesus or Peter or the arresting officials.  What is going to happen or could happen depends on the will of God the Father.  The whole plan for His Son is in the capable hands of God the Father—we must apply that principle to our spiritual life.

3.  “more than twelve legions of angels?”

a.  Certain elect angels are part of the army of angels.  These are the ‘battle angels’ as opposed to the messenger angels.



(1)  Jesus Christ, as the Lord of the Armies (TSEBAOTH means “armies” not “hosts”), is the commander of the armies of elect angels.  1 Sam 1:11; 2 Sam 6:2; 1 Chr 17:24; Ps 24:10; 46:7, 11; 59:5; Zech 1:6; 7:12f; 14:16f, and many more.  The armies appeared at the birth of Christ and passed in review.



(2)  The archangels are seraphs and commanders of angelic armies.  They are the guardian angels of any client nation to God.  For example, the archangel Michael is the Prince of Israel.  He defends the Jews in the Tribulation from the wrath of Satan, Dan 12:1; Rev 12:7, “And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon.  And the dragon and his angels waged war.”   He fought with Satan over the body of Moses, Jude 9; 2 Pet 2:11.  Michael throws Satan and all the fallen angels out of heaven, which begins the last half of the Tribulation.  Gabriel is not only the army commander (possibly for Gentile client nations) in the angelic order of battle, but he also functions as one of the officer of arms in the angelic college of heralds.



(3)  The angelic general staff is composed of the twenty-four elders of Rev 4:4, 10; 5:11.  They are all cherubs.



(4)  “Hosts” are the rank and file angels, all guardian angels, Ps 91:11f.  The river of fire battalions are found in Dan 7:10.  The function of the angelic armies described in Ps 103:21 is praising the Lord.  Ps 148:2. When a pursuivant angel announced to the shepherds the birth of Christ, he was joined by a multitude of heavenly armies praising God, Lk 2:13.  The ministering spirits of Heb 1:14 are also rank and file angels.

b.  A Roman legion was composed of “about 6,000 soldiers.  Such angelic protection (of about 72,000 angels!) could easily have defended Jesus from any opposition.”
  And Jesus said that there would be more than twelve legions.  Each Roman soldier would have to fight 120 angels.  (How many elect angels are there?  A lot more than the numbers mentioned or imagined here.  Have you ever wondered if every angel has a star created just for him?)

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It was not God’s will for Jesus to be rescued.  Jesus’ arrest occurred because He permitted it.”


b.  “The Greek text of Jn 18:3 reads that a cohort of soldiers accompanied Judas; now, as a cohort was the tenth part of a Roman legion, the best part of 600 soldiers plus the temple guard may have been sent to arrest Jesus.  As a tribune (a Roman officer in charge of 600–1,000 men) led these soldiers (verse 12), ‘cohort’ is best understood literally.  Had the band been smaller, the tribune would probably have sent one of the six centurions in his command to lead this detail.  Impressive as this band was, a little arithmetic applied to Mt 26:53 provides an astonishing insight into the power available to Jesus.  A legion consisted of 6,000 men, so twelve legions of angels equals 72,000 angels.  Now, one angel easily annihilated 185,000 trained soldiers (2 Kg 19:35), so an army of 72,000 angels can easily cope with 13 billion men—more than twice the world’s present population, and the figure scientists suggest represents this globe’s absolute capacity to support (the population in Jesus’ day has been estimated at 200 million).  So Jesus was claiming to have enough power to annihilate the entire human race of His day sixty times over, and more.  Indeed, He was claiming to have more than sufficient power to exterminate a whole earth full of people.  The size of the band who came to arrest the solitary Christ was awesome in human sight, but how puny compared to twelve legions of angels!”


c.  “Jesus clearly renounces any attempt to fight back and defend Himself and thus avoid the lot determined for Him and prophesied in the Scriptures.  He could still call on a heavenly rescue squad, but this would not accomplish his Father’s will.  At five to six thousand soldiers per legion, twelve legions could literally amount to seventy-two thousand angels.  The number underlines the magnitude of the power available to Jesus which He declines to utilize.”


d.  “Peter has overlooked a most important matter. Do you think …? introduces a question the apostle might well have asked himself before he acted.  Did he really think that his Master was defenseless?  Did Peter really think that He could not ask the heavenly Father for help?  And if he did seek such help, would it not be given?  Jesus says that the Father would then provide him with more than twelve legions of angels—a legion for Jesus Himself and one for each of the eleven apostles!  Since a legion consisted of 12,000 foot soldiers
 besides a number of horsemen, twelve legions of any sort of troops would surely be more than adequate to cope with the motley group that confronted the little band.  Jesus makes it clear to His disciple that if force were needed there were better means of providing it than resorting to the puny efforts of a man who could do no better than slice off a slave’s ear.”


e.  “How silly for Peter to flash his little human sword.”
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