John 1:1
Matthew 26:32



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular articular aorist passive infinitive of the verb EGEIRW, which means “after the awakening; after the raising.”  But as an infinitive of time with EGW as the subject of the verbal infinitive, it is translated “after I have been raised.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with emphasis on the end of the action.  It is translated by the addition of the auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that Jesus will receive the action of being raised.


The infinitive is an infinitive of subsequent time.

With this we have the accusative ‘subject of the infinitive’ from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “I.”

“However, after I have been raised,”
 is the first person singular future active indicative from the verb PROAGW, which means “to go before; to go ahead of.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and proper noun GALILAIA, which means “into Galilee.”

“I will go ahead of you into Galilee.’”
Mt 26:32 corrected translation
“However, after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.’”
Mk 14:28, “But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

Mt 28:16, “But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.”

Explanation:
1.  “However, after I have been raised,”

a.  In contrast to the Shepherd being stuck down and the scattering of the sheep, Jesus declares that the next thing of significance that will happen is His resurrection from the dead.


b.  The Greek verb EGEIRW means to wake someone up from sleep.  And in this case the waking up from a death-sleep is to awaken Jesus from the dead.  This is a direct prophecy by Jesus once again that He will rise or be raised from the dead.  The passive voice indicates that He will receive the action of being raised.  God the Father will restore our Lord’s human spirit to His body in the tomb and God the Holy Spirit will restore His soul to His body in the tomb.


c.  The resurrection of Jesus is predicted by Him in:



(1)  Mt 16:21, “From that time Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and high priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised on the third day.”



(2)  Mt 17:9, “And as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus gave a command to them, saying, ‘Tell the sight to no one until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’”



(3)  Mt 17:22-23, “Now while they were gathered together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men; and they will kill Him; and He will be raised on the third day.’  And they were extremely distressed.”



(4)  Mt 20:18-19, “‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered up to the high priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and will deliver Him over to the Gentiles in order to ridicule and flog and crucify, and on the third day He will be raised up.’”



(5)  Jn 3:14-15, “And just as Moses raised up the serpent in the desert, so it is necessary that the Son of Man be raised up, in order that everyone who believes in Him might have eternal life.”

This list does not include parallel passages in Mark, Luke, and John or the many statements of His resurrection by the apostles after His resurrection, ascension and session.

2.  “I will go ahead of you into Galilee.’”

a.  Jesus the gives a quick synopsis of His plan, after His resurrection.  He does not mention His various appearances to the women believers at the tomb or to the apostles in Jerusalem, but tells them that He will go ahead of them back to Galilee with the implication that He will meet them there.  The disciples were not expected to leave Jerusalem immediately.  They had to remain there through the remainder of the festival of Unleavened Bread, which still had five more days to run after our Lord’s resurrection.



(1)   After appearing to Mary Magdalene at the tomb, Jesus spends time walking and talking with two disciples on the road to Emmaus, Lk 24:13, “And behold, two of them were going on that very day to a village being distant about seven miles from Jerusalem, to which belongs the name Emmaus,”



(2)  The angel tells the women at the tomb, “Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you,” Mt 28:7.



(3)  At some point before appearing to the ten apostles that Sunday evening, Jesus appears to Peter according to Paul’s statement in 1 Cor 15:5, “and that He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.”



(4)  Then Jesus’ first appearance to the disciples is mentioned in Jn 20:19, “Therefore, when it was evening on that day, the first [day] of the week, and when the doors had been shut [and locked] where the disciples were, because of fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, ‘[May] peace [be] with you’.”


(5)   And we know that the disciples were still in Jerusalem eight days after Jesus’ first appearance to the disciples, Jn 20:26, “And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.  Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, ‘[May] peace [be] with you.’”



(6)  Paul also mentions an appearance to James in 1 Cor 15:7, “Later He appeared to Jacob then to all the apostles.”  This is a reference to James the Lord’s half-brother.  This appearance is not mentioned in the gospels, just as Paul’s mention of our Lord’s appearance to Peter is not mentioned.  Both the appearance of our Lord to Peter and then to James, our Lord’s half-brother, were private meetings with the resurrected Christ.  Both Peter and James became personal friends of Paul and related these things to him on his private visit to them, mentioned in Gal 1:18-19, “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas [Peter], and I stayed with him fifteen days, but I did not see another of the apostles except Jacob, the half-brother of the Lord.”  This private meeting with James took place on Sunday afternoon before our Lord appeared to all the apostles for the first time that evening.  The purpose of this resurrection appearance to James was so that he would be qualified to be one of the two apostles to replace Judas (Paul was the other apostle).

b.  After the festival was over and after Jesus’ appearance to all eleven disciples at once, He proceeds to go ahead of the disciples to Galilee and is waiting for them there.  At some point after they have been home for a while, Peter decides to go fishing and Jesus again appears to them and makes breakfast for them, Jn 21:1ff.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus promised victory over death, for He said He would rise from the dead and go ahead of them into Galilee.  All the disciples were from Galilee and they had ministered with Jews in Galilee.”


b.  “Our Lord’s prophecy of defection by the whole band was made with purpose. Its point is indicated in verse 32: it was to reassure the apostles that their defection would be forgiven so as to encourage them to go to Galilee to await the risen Jesus Christ.”


c.  “Verse 32 looks ahead to a positive sequel.  Jesus had offered Judas no hope when He predicted his betrayal; here He reminds the other eleven of His coming resurrection and return to Galilee, implying that they will again follow Him there.”


d.  “Jesus goes on to refer to His resurrection, which must have seemed puzzling to the disciples: for He had not spoken of his death (only that someone would strike him) [wrong! This ignores Mt 16:21, “From that time Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and high priests and scribes, and be killed…” As is usual, He does not say that he will rise, but that He will be raised.  Occasionally the New Testament says that Jesus rose from the dead, but it is much more usual to have it said that the Father raised him, and this passage is in keeping with that thought.  Most of the resurrection appearances took place in or near Jerusalem.  But Matthew insists on Galilee.  Matthew goes on to recount an appearance there (Mt 28:16–17).  So here Matthew records Jesus’ prophecy that He would see His followers in that region.  The meaning is that he will be in Galilee before them, but the word Jesus uses evokes thoughts of the care of the shepherd for His flock.  It is not without its interest that in the subsequent discussion the disciples ignore this saying.  They are so taken up by the words about trouble that they overlook those about reassurance.”


e.  Lenski
 says that the appearance to the five hundred believers, mentioned in 1 Cor 15:6 occurred in Galilee, “Later He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, the majority of whom remain until now, but some have died.”
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