John 1:1
Matthew 26:30



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb HUMEW, which means “to sing.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that they produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action being performed prior to the action of the main verb.  This is normally translated “after singing.”

“And after singing,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go: they went.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus and the disciples, minus Judas, produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and proper noun OROS with the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and proper noun ELAIA, which means “to the Mount of Olive trees.”

“they went to the Mount of Olive trees.”
Mt 26:30 corrected translation
“And after singing, they went to the Mount of Olive trees.”
Mk 14:32, “And they came to a place, which [has] the name Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’”
Lk 22:39, “And after coming out, He proceeded as usual to the hill of olive trees.  Now the disciples also followed Him.”

Jn 18:1, “After saying these things, Jesus went forth with His disciples to the other side of the ravine of the Kidron valley, where there was a garden, in which He and His disciples entered.”

Explanation:
1.  “And after singing,”

a.  The group of twelve men (minus Judas who was now at the palace of the high priest) left the upper room in the house in Jerusalem and proceeded to sing “the second half of the Hallel, Ps 115-118, and perhaps also the last part of Ps 120-137, with which the Passover was usually concluded.”


b.  This would not draw attention to the group, since there were hundreds of other groups just like them doing the same thing at the same time.  They blended into the crowds of Galileans doing the same thing.

2.  “they went to the Mount of Olive trees.”

a.  The Greek word ELAIA means both “olive tree” and “olive” (the fruit of the olive tree).  The place was called ‘the hill of the olive trees” and came to be known as the ‘Mount of Olives’.  It was a hill full of olive trees, not a hill full of olives.  So really we should call it “the Mount of Olives trees.”


b.  From the east gate of the city it was a simple walk down into the Kidron Valley and back up the west side of the hill.  The total distance was no more than a kilometer and could have been completed in less than twenty minutes, even in the dark walking with torches.


c.  Jesus did not go back the Bethphage or Bethany, where other believers could be caught up in His arrest, but went to a well-known garden, where He could be somewhat alone to face His trial.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The hymn that Jesus and His disciples sang before they left the Upper Room was part of the traditional Hallel, Ps 116–118.  Imagine our Lord being able to sing praises to God in the face of rejection, suffering, and death.”


b.  “Jesus had made His temporary residence in Jerusalem for this Passover on the Mount of Olives (Lk 21:37), which explains Luke’s comment that this was His custom (Lk 22:39) and how Judas knew where to find Him. It also indicates that the disciples were unsuspecting of the drama which was about to break; they thought they were simply doing the usual thing, retiring for the night (this also explains their difficulty in staying awake).  Jn 18:1 indicates that the Garden of Gethsemane was fenced by an effective enclosure of some sort.”
  This is so because they had to “enter” it.


c.  “Then the little entourage returns to the Mount of Olives where they heard Jesus preach just two days earlier (Mt 24:1).”


d.  “The meal concluded with the singing of a hymn.  It was the custom at Passover to use Ps 113–118, which were called the ‘Hallel,’ and it is not improbable that Jesus and his little band sang one or more of those Psalms on this occasion.  Ps 115–118 seem to have been sung at the end of the meal.  It would form a fitting conclusion to their meal together. Then they went to the Mount of Olives.  This was to the east of Jerusalem; somewhere on its slopes lay the village of Bethphage.  It was a requirement that people who came up to Jerusalem to observe the Passover must stay within the city limits throughout that night, and Bethphage was regarded as the outermost limit of Jerusalem.  This may be why Jesus went to the Mount of Olives, though none of the Gospels tells us specifically that this was the reason.”
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