John 1:1
Matthew 26:28



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means here “to represent.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the cup produces the action of representing the Lord’s ‘blood’.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun HAIMA plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My blood.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun DIATHĒKĒ, which means “of the covenant/promise.”

“For this represents My blood of the covenant,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the article, used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which.”  Next we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage
 from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “for many.”  Then we have the nominative neuter singular present passive participle of the verb EKCHEW, which means “to be poured out.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which describes a present action in the process of occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the Lord’s ‘blood’ is receiving the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“which is being poured out for many”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result or the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun APHESIS, which means “resulting in or for the purpose of the forgiveness.”  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, which means “of sins.”

“for the forgiveness of sins.”
Mt 26:28 corrected translation
“For this represents My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
Explanation:
1.  “For this represents My blood of the covenant,”

a.  The Lord Jesus continues speaking to the disciples at the last supper by giving them an explanation for why He is directing them to all drink from the same cup of wine.  The word “this” refers back to the wine in the cup.  The wine represents the blood of our Lord.  And His blood represents His spiritual death on the Cross, that is, bearing His sins in His body and being judged as a substitute for us.  The Lord died twice on the Cross: He died spiritually for three hours while coming into contact with our sins and being judged for them; and He died physically after His work of being judged for us was completed.


b.  Our Lord’s ‘blood’ or spiritual death on the Cross is described or identified here as being related to ‘the covenant’.  What covenant?  A covenant is a promise.  There are two kinds of covenants or promises: one party promises to do something for the second party, who has to do nothing but accept and believe the promise; the second kind of covenant involves a promise where both parties are required to do something.   God made a promise to Adam and the woman in the Garden of Eden that He would save them by the shedding of blood (His spiritual death), which was demonstrated by the shedding of the animal blood to make coats of animal skin to cover their nakedness.  God makes a promise to the human race that He will save anyone who believes in His Son’s work of being judged for their sins.  An example of the second kind of covenant is seen in God’ promise to Israel that if they obeyed Him and refrained from idolatry, He would bless their nation.


c.  The wine in this ritual represents God’s promise of eternal salvation through faith alone in the finished work of Jesus on the Cross.  By drinking from this cup, we acknowledge our faith in God’s promise of eternal salvation.  Every time the disciples observed this ritual, they were reminded of our Lord’s spiritual death on the Cross, which provided eternal salvation for anyone who believes in Him.  They are reminded that God’s has promised eternal salvation through faith in Him.


d.  This covenant is not the old covenant to Israel or the new covenant to Israel or to the Church.  Those covenants deal with the spiritual life.  This covenant is the promise delineated in Acts 16:31, “Then they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and so you and your household will be saved.’”  This covenant deals with eternal life.  That is God’s greatest promise and that promise is fulfilled by the saving work of our Lord on the Cross.

2.  “which is being poured out for many”

a.  Jesus continues to explain that the blood of the promise, that is, the spiritual death of Christ that fulfills God’s promise of salvation, is in the process of being poured out for many people.  Who are the ‘many’?  They are all the members of mankind past, present, and future who have, are, or will believe that Jesus Christ died spiritually for them.


b.  Eternal salvation is provided for everyone; for every person who has ever lived has the equal opportunity to have a relationship with God, if they want one.  Some people don’t want one.  God provides salvation for all, but all do not care.  1Jn 2:2 explains, “1 Jn 2:2, “In fact He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the entire world.”  Christ bore the sins of entire world (all people who have ever lived or will ever live), but the entire world does not believe in Christ.


c.  So drinking the cup also reminds us that Christ died for all, not just for the elect, but all do not care about believing in Him or thanking Him for what He has done.

3.  “for the forgiveness of sins.”

a.  Finally, Jesus further explains God’s purpose in the spiritual death of His Son on the Cross.  His spiritual death on the Cross is for the purpose of forgiveness of sins.  God cannot forgive sin unless someone pays the penalty for that/those sin(s).  The Son of God was willing to pay the price of being judged for all our sins—the sins of the entire human race, past, present and future, so that God the Father could forgive us and save us without compromise of His holiness (His righteousness and justice).  God can forgive us our sins, because Jesus received the judgment of those sins from the justice of God the Father.  With the Father’s justice satisfied by judging our sins in the body of His Son on the Cross, He is now free to forgive us and purify us from all wrongdoing.


b.  God’s forgiveness of our sins is explained in many passages in the New Testament:



(1)  Acts 10:43, “To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His person.”


(2)  Acts 26:18, “to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, in order that they receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those having been sanctified by faith in Me.’”



(3)  Eph 1:7, “by the agency of Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace,”



(4)  Col 1:14, “in Whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”



(5)  Heb 9:22, “In fact almost all things are cleansed with blood according to the Law, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”



(6)  Heb 10:18, “Now where [there is] forgiveness of these things, [there is] no longer sacrificing for sin.”



(7)  1 Jn 1:9, “If we admit our sins, He is faithful and righteous, with the result that He forgives us our sins and purifies us from all wrongdoing.”



(8)  Mk 3:28-29, “Truly I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they blaspheme; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit does not have forgiveness forever, but is guilty of an eternal sin—”  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is to not believe what He says to the soul of the unbeliever, namely, that faith in Christ will save him/her.  The unbeliever who does not believe the ministry of the Holy Spirit in making the message of the gospel real in the soul of the unbeliever is calling the Holy Spirit a liar, which is blasphemy against the Spirit.  Rejection of the message of the gospel is the only unforgivable sin.



(9)  Mk 11:25, “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone [and you do], in order that your Father in the heavens may also forgive you your wrongdoings.”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The fruit of the vine pictured His blood, shed for the remission of sins.”


b.  “The bread and wine represented His body and blood about to be shed, in keeping with the remission of sins.  His blood was soon to be shed for many for the forgiveness of sins.”


c.  “The phrase ‘blood of the new covenant’ identifies the covenant as a blood covenant.  This is not particularly meaningful in our society, as we have not incorporated the Near Eastern covenant system into our culture, but it was highly significant to the apostles in their Jewish culture.  Genesis 15 alludes to the various covenants recognized in the Ancient Near East, a system which Jewish society had adopted.  The covenants in ascending order of solemnity were: sandal, salt, and blood, the most solemn covenant being a blood covenant.  The blood covenant was contracted by killing an animal and dividing it into four parts; then the parties to the covenant would hold hands and walk in the four directions of the compass between these parts, reciting the conditions of their covenant.  This ceremony symbolized that if either of the parties breached the covenant he would pay for it with his life.  So a blood covenant was a permanent, irrevocable covenant.  God entered into a unilateral blood covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15.  Jesus Christ sealed His promise to provide salvation for mankind with a blood covenant.  It is unbreakable.  It does not place any penalty for non-compliance on the other party (i.e., those redeemed by faith).”


d.  “Verse 28 offers a significant parallel to Mt 20:28.  The forgiveness of sins ‘for many,’ that is, for all who accept Jesus, echoes Isa 53:4, 10, 12.”


e.  “Jesus makes it clear that that forgiveness would be brought about by His death.”


f.  “These ‘many’ are all men and not merely the believers in whom this remission of sins was realized.”
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