John 1:1
Matthew 26:2



 is the second person plural perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, which means “to know: You know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state of being as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the state of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to introduce the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine plural cardinal adjective DUO plus the noun HĒMERA, meaning “after two days.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PASCHA, meaning “the Passover.”  Next we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to take place; to happen; to occur.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is in the process of happening.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Passover) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“‘You know that after two days the Passover takes place,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “the Son of Man.”  Next we have the third person singular present passive indicative of the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to be delivered up; to be delivered over.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is about to occur.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus will receive the action of being delivered over.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular articular aorist passive infinitive of the verb STAUROW, which means “to be nailed; to be crucified.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus will receive the action of being nailed.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, and can also be translated “for the purpose of being crucified.”

“and the Son of Man is being delivered over to be crucified.’”
Mt 26:2 corrected translation
“‘You know that after two days the Passover takes place, and the Son of Man is being delivered over to be crucified.’”
Mk 14:1, “Now the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread were two days away; and the chief priests and the scribes kept seeking how, after arresting Him by means of treachery, they might kill Him;”

Explanation:
1.  “‘You know that after two days the Passover takes place,”

a.  Jesus begins His short prediction with a statement of fact related to the disciples, that is, something they know to be an absolute truth—the Passover is just two days away.  This tells us that the events described beginning in verse six look back four days prior to this according to Jn 12:1ff, “Therefore, Jesus came to Bethany six days before the Passover, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.”


b.  This statement tells us that the Olivet Discourse occurred in the middle of the week before the Passover.  This also indicates that Jesus knew exactly when His crucifixion would occur and all the events going on behind the scenes by His enemies to make that crucifixion happen (the betrayal of Judas and plot of the high priests and Sanhedrin).


c.  If Jesus was crucified on a Friday (the body had to be buried before sundown, which began the Sabbath), then that makes it either Tuesday or Wednesday when this statement is made.  Some include all of Wednesday and Thursday in this ‘two days’ using Roman time [midnight to midnight]; others start the clock at 6 p.m. Thursday, using Jewish time, and include all of Thursday and Friday as the two days.  The point Matthew is making isn’t about the exact day, since he could have named the day of the week, but rather the fact that Jesus clearly knew in advance what was going to happen and didn’t run away from the Father’s plan for His life.

2.  “and the Son of Man is being delivered over to be crucified.’”

a.  The statement continues with Jesus identifying Himself (the Son of Man = I) as being personally delivered over, that is arrested, for the purpose of being crucified.


b.  Jesus, in His human nature knew what the plot was against Him.  Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin, who was present at the gathering of the Sanhedrin when the high priest announced his intended plot, could have easily sent a messenger or come himself to warn Jesus.  In addition it was common knowledge among the people of the city that Caiaphas was out to get Jesus.  He had already issued an arrest warrant for Him.  Jn 7:30, 32, “Therefore they were seeking to arrest Him; and yet no one laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.  …The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about Him, and so the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers in order to arrest Him.”


c.  The subjects producing the action of delivering over to be crucified are two: (1) Judas will deliver Jesus over to the high priest, and (2) the high priest will deliver Jesus over to the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate.


d.  Notice the present tens of the verb “is being delivered over.”  This present tense looks at the entire process of what Jesus will go through from the arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane to the various trials, verbal and physical abuse, torture (the 39 lashes with a Roman whip), and physical humiliation and torture on the Cross.  Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen to Him in every detail.  He knew all the evil being plotted against Him and the success of that plot by Satan and his accomplices.  He also knew this was the Father’s plan, will, and purpose for the salvation of mankind.


e.  This was not the first time Jesus predicted His death:



(1)  Mk 9:31, “For He was teaching His disciples and saying to them, ‘The Son of Man will be delivered over into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after being killed, after three days He will rise up.’”



(2)  Mk 10:33, “‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will deliver Him over to the Gentiles.”



(3)  Lk 22:22, “For indeed, the Son of Man is going [to die] according to what which has been determined; nevertheless woe to that man by whom He is delivered over.”



(4)  Lk 24:6b-7, “Remember how He spoke to you while still being in Galilee, saying with reference to the Son of Man that He must be delivered over into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and rise again on the third day.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Matthew does not give us a chronological account of the events of the last week.  At verse 6 he inserted a flashback to describe the feast in Bethany and the beautiful act that Mary performed.”


b.  “The events in 26:1–16 occurred on Wednesday.”
  This statement is right and wrong.  The event of verse 2 occurred on Wednesday, the events in verses 6-16 occurred six days before Passover according to Jn 12:1ff, “Therefore, Jesus came to Bethany six days before the Passover.”  John goes on to describe this same event.  We know they are the same because of Jesus’ following statement:

Jn 12:8, “For the poor you always have with you, but Me you do not always have.’”
Mt 26:11, “For the poor you have with yourselves always; however, you do not always have Me.”

c.  “Jesus’ prediction displays that both the crucifixion and the ultimate glorification of Christ were predetermined elements in God’s plan for man.  As surely as Jesus’ prediction of the crucifixion came true, just as surely must His prediction of the End Times materialize, and be fulfilled as literally as was the crucifixion.  So the fulfillment of this prophecy became a noteworthy confirmation that Jesus is indeed a prophet, for He once again complied with the demands of Dt 18:22.  We do well to recognize that Jesus’ prophecies of the end times were bracketed with two short term prophecies—the destruction of Jerusalem, and His own crucifixion—both of which were fulfilled in literal detail.  This is both confirmation of the truth of His prophecies of the end times, and an inescapable indication of the literality with which they will be fulfilled.  Common sense demands that they be interpreted just as literally as the ‘bracket’ prophecies.”


d.  “Here Matthew inserts what could be called Jesus’ fourth passion prediction, although verse 2 is more an abbreviation and summary of the previous three (Mt 16:21; 17:22–23; 20:17–19).  Jesus adds one new element; however, as He specifically announces that His arrest and crucifixion are little more than two days away.  This is still Tuesday.  Matthew apparently does not record any events that took place on Wednesday of the last week of Jesus’ life.  Passover fell on 15 Nisan (the twenty-four-hour period from sundown Thursday to sundown Friday).  The most likely year in which this date occurred at this time of the week is A.D. 30.  The other main option that could fit in with the rest of New Testament chronology is A.D. 33.”


e.  “The day began at sunset and the Passover meal was to be eaten on the following Friday night, so, depending on the time of day, Jesus would have been speaking on the Tuesday or Wednesday of that week, as we count time.  The Passover was the great feast that commemorated the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt.  A central feature of the observance was the offering of a lamb or kid in sacrifice.  From early days the feast was joined with the Feast of Unleavened Bread; the combined observance lasted a week.  All this made Passover an especially suitable time for Jesus to lay down His life for His people.  Jesus uses His favorite title for himself, the Son of man, and says that He will be handed over to be crucified.  The verb indicates two things: the initiative will be taken by the Jews, who will do the handing over, but the death sentence will be carried out by the Romans, who in any case were the only people who could perform a crucifixion in Judea at that time.  The expression indicates that Jesus was well aware of the schemes of His enemies and of the inevitable outcome. This prediction of the passion is found only in Matthew.  It is not without its interest that Jesus accurately fixes the time of his death as after two days, while His enemies say that it will be after the feast, that is, more than a week away (verse 5).”


f.  “It was still Tuesday; for the eating of the Passover was on the 14th Nisan (Thursday).  Two days before would be Tuesday.  By an infallible prophecy Jesus authoritatively fixes the time: it shall be Thursday night [when He is arrested].”
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