John 1:1
Matthew 26:19



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb POIEW, which means “to do: did.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the disciples.”  This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb SUNTASSW, which means “to arrange; to order, command, or instruct.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”

“And the disciples did as Jesus instructed them”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb HETOIMAZW, which means “to prepare.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PASCHA, which means “the Passover.”

“and they prepared the Passover.”
Mt 26:19 corrected translation
“And the disciples did as Jesus instructed them and they prepared the Passover.”
Explanation:
1.  “And the disciples did as Jesus instructed them”

a.  Matthew continues the story with a description of the obedience of the two disciples.  Luke tells us who these two disciples were: Lk 22:8, “And so He sent Peter and John, saying, ‘After going, prepare the Passover for us, in order that we may eat.’”


b.  Remember that these were two of the three most trusted disciples of the Lord (James being the third), the same three that were entrusted with seeing the transfiguration of Jesus and not being allowed to speak about it.  Jesus did not want these two men to say anything to Judas about where they were going or what they were doing.  Secrecy at this point was critical in God’s plan.


c.  Matthew emphasizes the immediate, willing obedience of Peter and John.  They didn’t hesitate to do as instructed.  They didn’t ask Jesus to send someone else or complain about having to stand in the long lines waiting for their lamb to be sacrificed.  Nor did they suggest sending Judas to buy everything necessary, since he held the money purse.  They made no excuses; they did as they were told.  This is a good object lesson for children in Sunday school, when they are learning Col 3:20, “You children, obey your parents in all things, for this keeps on being pleasing in the Lord.”

2.  “and they prepared the Passover.”

a.  The two disciples did everything required to prepare the Passover:



(1)  They secured permission to use the room in the house.



(2)  They arranged the low tables and reclining couches.



(3)  They arranged the eating bowls, drinking cups and whatever dining utensils were needed.



(4)  They arranged a water container and filled it with water for cleaning hands and feet.  In addition they secured towels to dry hands and feet.



(5)  They went to the market and bought unleavened bread and bitter herbs and the sauce in which the bread was dipped.



(6)  They went to the Temple, purchased a lamb, waited for it to be sacrificed, and then brought it back to the house and roasted it.  Long lines to purchase and long lines to sacrifice.



(7)  They bought wine and had it ready to pour.


b.  Obviously they had done all this before and seen it done dozens of times going up in their Jewish households.  So they were very familiar with what had to be done, and the owner of the house and anyone else living with him would have helped in the preparations.


c.  It is likely that Peter and John stayed at the house until the others arrived.  This gave Judas no chance to interrogate them and rush to inform the authorities that Jesus could be captured at night in the city.  It is unlikely that one of the two disciples needed to go back to the others and guide them to the house.  It seems that Jesus already knew the owner and had planned this previously with him.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Peter and John would have had to secure the bread and bitter herbs, as well as the wine, for the feast.  They would have had to find a perfect lamb, and then have had the lamb slain in the court of the temple and the blood put on the altar.  The lamb would be roasted whole, and then the feast would be ready.”


b.  “They purchased and prepared the food, which probably took them the greater part of the day.”


c.  “The table would have been low with couches or cushions round it; the diners would recline on these with their left elbow on the table or couch, their right hand free for eating, and their feet stretched out behind them (see how convenient it was for Jesus to wash their feet).  Two-thirds of the table was customarily covered with a tablecloth, and the uncovered portion used as the place for putting things that would be served.  The couches were arranged so that the celebrants were placed around the covered portion of the table in an elongated “U.”  From the gospel record we can reconstruct some of the reclining arrangement, as depicted in the diagram below.  John to the left of Jesus (‘in Jesus’ bosom’) had to lean back to talk to Him; Peter was across the table (hence the last to have his feet washed and able to beckon to John secretly across the table); Judas was to the right of Jesus (the position of honor; for this choice position allowed the guest to be constantly looking at the master of the feast as well as being closest to him) and thus was the first to receive the sop when Jesus distributed it. The table would have looked something like this:
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The reclining arrangement depicted calls for a table 12 feet by 5 feet and a room about 25 feet by 20 feet.”
  The problem with Mills description is that John is to the right of Jesus, the place of honor, while Judas is to His left.  Judas would be looking at the back of Jesus.  I also think John, Jesus, and Judas could be at the head of the table (places of honor), which still allows Peter to be the last to have his feet washed and for Peter to be able to see John clearly.
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