John 1:1
Matthew 26:11



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the temporal adverb PANTOTE, meaning “always; at all times.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective PTWCHOS, which means “the poor.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: you have.”


The present tense is a durative present, which describes a state or condition that continues to exist throughout history until the millennial reign of Christ.


The active voice indicates that all societies and groups of people will produce the action of having the poor among them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “with yourselves.”

“For you have the poor with yourselves always;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me.”  Then we have the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the temporal adverb PANTOTE, meaning “always.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present have indicative of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: you have.”  The morphology is the same as its previous use.

“however, Me you do not always have.”
Mt 26:11 corrected translation
“For you have the poor with yourselves always; however, Me you do not always have.”
Mk 14:7, “For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them; however you do not always have Me.”

Jn 12:8, “For the poor you always have with you, but Me you do not always have.”
Explanation:
1.  “For you have the poor with yourselves always;”

a.  Jesus continues His explanation of why what Mary has done for Him is a good deed and not a waste of money.  He goes on to explain why it was not critical or better to sell the perfume and give the money to the poor.  Giving money to the poor doesn’t alleviate the problem of their being poor.  There isn’t enough money in the world to alleviate the problem of poverty.  As long as there is free will among men and Satan rules the world, there will be poverty and poor people.



(1)  Some people are poor because they want to be poor.  They are too lazy to work or are content with not having much.  That’s a free will decision that money won’t change.  You can give them free money for the rest of their lives and they remain poor, because those giving will run out of money to give.



(2)  Some people are poor because of unfortunate circumstances in life: everything they had was stolen from them; they became disabled and couldn’t work; they became sick and doctor’s bills ruined them.  Through no fault of their own they become poor and can’t change their circumstances.



(3)  Some people risk all their wealth on gambling, drinking, drugs, or bad business deals.  It may or may not be their fault, but they are poor nonetheless. 


b.  Because of these and many other circumstances in life, people become poor.  We are expected to help them financially, but the most we can do is just barely keep them alive with food, shelter, and clothing.  We will not and cannot solve the problem of poverty.  That is the Lord’s point here.  He is the only person who can and will alleviate the problem of poverty and will do so in His millennial kingdom.  There will be perfect economy with perfect farming and agriculture.  Plants will yield ten times what they do now.  There will be no lack of jobs, food, or perfect farmland.  And with perfect health, no one will be disabled, sick, injured, etc.


c.  Satan’s world is a world of poverty both materially and spiritually.  The Lord’s kingdom will be a world of perfection economically.  Thus as long as Satan rules the poor will be with us and we can’t do anything except help them as best we can.

2.  “however, Me you do not always have.”

a.  In contrast to the poor always existing, Jesus isn’t long for this world.  He is going to die soon, be resurrected, and after a short time ascend to heaven and join the Father on His throne.


b.  The first advent of the Lord Jesus Christ was coming to an end and this statement is a prediction of His ascension and session—another of the many proofs that Jesus was, indeed, the Prophet, spoken of by Moses.


c.  This is the first hint from Jesus that He is returning to heaven, and probably came as a mild shock and concern to the disciples.  They may have thought of His eventual death as an old man, but He clearly warned them that His death was only two days away (verse 2).  So they may have looked at this statement as referring to His death or His return to heaven, but we are not told what was in their minds after Jesus spoke these words.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “They would always have opportunities to help the poor. But they would not always have the opportunity to worship at His feet and prepare Him for burial.”


b.  “Jesus reminded them that because the poor would always be with them they would have many opportunities to show kindness, but He would not always be among them.”


c.  “Mary’s beautiful action teaches that there is a time and place for extravagance for our Lord, but His teaching (Mk 14:7) moderates this by reminding us that there is also a time and a place for caring for the poor.”


d.  “There will always be opportunities to help the poor; this may be the last opportunity for Mary to minister to Jesus before his death.”


e.  “Jesus draws a deduction from what the woman had done.  He points out that the poor are with you always (Dt 15:11).  He is not saying that we should constantly make this an excuse for doing nothing about poverty.  After all, in His last recorded piece of teaching He has pointed to the importance of helping the needy (Mt 25:31–46).  He is saying that it is possible to do good to them at any time (Mark records Jesus as saying this, but Matthew’s shorter version omits the words).  On occasion other challenges may reach His followers, and while they do not justify a continuing neglect of the poor, they can justify doing something else before continuing to help those in want.  That is the case in the present situation.”


f.  “The disciples would have Jesus with them only for a few more days, during which time they might honor Him; but this very evening was the only possible time to show Him the honor Mary had in mind.”
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