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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person plural aorist deponent passive indicative of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the wise virgins) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and adjective PHRONIMOS, which means “the wise ones.”  This is followed by the nominative feminine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurs at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the wise virgins produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Then the wise ones answered, saying,”
 is the negative temporal conjunction MĒPOTE, which means “never” plus the double negative OU MĒ, meaning “absolutely not.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb ARKEW, which means “to be enough.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that having enough oil will produce the state of being.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of emphatic negation.

This is followed by the dative of advantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW with the additive use of the conjunction KAI and the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for us and for you.”

““There will absolutely never be enough for us and for you;”
 is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative of the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go.”


The present tense is a customary present of what is reasonably expected to occur right now.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the foolish virgins) producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command/request.

Next we have the adverb of manner MALLON, which meaning “rather; instead.”  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb PWLEW, which means “to sell.”  The participle is a substantival participle, meaning “the sellers.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb AGORAZW, which means “to buy.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the foolish virgins are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a mild command.

Finally, we have the dative of advantage from the second person feminine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “for yourselves.”

“go instead to the sellers and buy for yourselves.””
Mt 25:9 corrected translation
“Then the wise ones answered, saying, “There will absolutely never be enough for us and for you; go instead to the sellers and buy for yourselves.””
Explanation:
1.  “Then the wise ones answered, saying,”

a.  The parable continues with the answer of the wise virgins to the request of the foolish virgins to share some of their lamp oil.  The foolish virgins have almost run out of oil and have brought no extra containers of oil.  Their lamps are already going out and they expect the well-prepared wise virgins to provide for them.


b.  The wise virgins answer the request with an emphatic and dogmatic answer that is neither harsh nor cruel, but a matter of fact.  They don’t criticize the foolish virgins, but point out the reality of what will happen, if they do what is requested of them—all of them will fail to do what is expected of them in the ceremony.

2.  ““There will absolutely never be enough for us and for you;”

a.  In the Greek we have a triple negative (an extraordinary construction), literally “not at any time, no, not,” which can be reduced to “absolutely not never” or simply “absolutely never.”  The negative stomps the foot down, clenches the fists, and shouts ‘no’ all at the same time.  This is not going to happen in your wildest dreams.


b.  If the wise virgins do what the foolish virgins request/insist on, then it will be impossible for there to be enough oil for both parties.  They will all run out of oil before the groom arrives.  They will all fail to do what is expected of them.  They will all miss out on entering the wedding feast.


c.  In effect this illustration has the believers giving up their right to enter into the kingdom of God, if they do what the unbelievers want.  The imputed righteousness of God and the gift of eternal life are the oil/light that permits the believer to enter the kingdom of God.  This oil/light cannot be shared with the unbeliever.  The unbeliever has to believe in Christ to receive these gifts from God that qualify a person to join the wedding feast of the Lamb.  We cannot give away our imputed righteousness or eternal life to someone else.  They must acquire it for themselves through faith in Christ.

3.  “go instead to the sellers and buy for yourselves.””

a.  The wise virgins then make the only suggestion that can possibly help the foolish virgins.  The foolish ones must go into the marketplace of the city and find an oil merchant and buy their own oil, and return to the house where the wedding is taking place.  Since it is now the middle of the night, these young ladies will probably have to wait for the stores to open in the morning, which means they might be too late by the time they get back to the place of the wedding.


b.  The ‘sellers’ of oil are those offering the gift of God’s righteousness and eternal life.  There are three people selling this oil—the three members of the Trinity.  The purchase price of the oil is faith in Christ.  The store has been open for business the entire previous day—the period of the Tribulation.  After the groom arrives and enters the house, the doors will be shut, which is a picture of the Second Advent, which closes any possible entrance into the millennial kingdom of God.


c.  The final phrase “for yourselves” indicates that doing what God expects is in the best interest and for the advantage (dative of advantage) of each individual person.  Each of us must take care of ourselves, when it comes to faith in Christ.  We can’t believe for someone else and they can’t believe for us.  Faith is an individual responsibility.  The matter of salvation is an individual matter.  Each of us must deal with it in the privacy of our own soul.


d.  There are sellers of the gospel all over the world and everywhere in a person’s life.  God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Holy Spirit implore each of us to buy divine righteousness and eternal life from them.  And all it costs is the tiniest amount of faith—just a little more than none at all.  Don’t be foolish; the store is open right now.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The five wise young women refuse, since they realize that then all may run out of oil, leaving everyone in the dark.  On festive nights such as this, the shops stayed open as long as people might need them [where is that assumption found in the text?], so the girls should go there and purchase extra oil for themselves.  Jesus apparently wants to teach that spiritual preparedness may not be transferred from one individual to another.  All people are responsible for themselves.  But the oil should probably not be allegorized despite frequent and conflicting suggestions that take it to refer to such things as good works, faith, grace, or the Holy Spirit, because none of these can be bought.”
  It is true that they can’t be bought, but faith is the coin of the realm in the spiritual kingdom; otherwise why would Jesus say, “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire…,” Rev 3:18.


b.  “The request did not appeal to the sensible girls.  They were not sure whether the supply would be adequate for them all [on the contrary, they were dogmatically sure the supply would not be adequate].  They are not prepared to take the risk that none of them would see the procession out.  Evidently it was quite possible to buy oil in the middle of the night [where is that assumption supported in the verse?], though, of course, it might mean routing the sellers of oil out of their beds and getting them to open up their stores, which would have been safely locked up for the night.  All this would take time and may explain why the foolish girls did not suggest this to one another in the first place.  The possibility that there would not be enough oil to get any of them to the banquet was evidently real.  It would have been silly to have excluded them all, foolish and sensible alike, from the festivities.  The bridegroom had to be welcomed (‘if all the torches went out, the procession would be a disaster,’ Mounce).  A parable does not cover all the options.  It is there to teach a specific lesson, and in the case of this parable it is the lesson of being ready.  The necessity of being ready is the point of this story.  Jesus is teaching the importance of watchfulness, not going into all the possibilities in the life of the believer.  And in the sense of being ready for the coming of the Christ being ready is not something that can be shared or passed on.  It is an individual matter.”


c.  “Every believer has no more of spiritual grace and power than he needs for himself.  It is impossible to divide this grace.”
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