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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative of the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to depart; to go away.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the goats/unbelievers) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun KOLASIS and the adjective AIWNIOS, which means “into eternal punishment.”

“And these will go away into eternal punishment,”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun DIKAIOS, meaning “the righteous ones.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “into eternal life.”

“however, the righteous ones into eternal life.’”
Mt 25:46 corrected translation
“And these will go away into eternal punishment, however, the righteous ones into eternal life.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And these will go away into eternal punishment,”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ concludes His answer to His disciples’ question about His second coming by summarizing the final existence of unbelievers and believers.  The subject “these” refers to the ones on His left, the goats, the unbelievers described by Rom 1:21-23; 28-32, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.  In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.  …Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full-knowledge, God delivered them over to degenerate thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”  These are the kind of people judged here to be cast into the eternal lake of fire.


b.  The eternal punishment is the eternal fire mentioned in verse 41, “Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire.”  This same eternal judgment is mentioned in Rev 20:10-15, “And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the beast and the false-prophet [are].  And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.  And then I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on it, from Whose presence the earth and heaven vanished.  Consequently, no inhabitable place was found for them.  And then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne.  And then books were opened.  And then another book was opened, which is [the book] of life.  And then the dead were judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books according to their works.  And then the sea gave up the dead which [were] in it; also death and Hades gave up the dead which [were] in them.  And then they were judged, each one, on the basis of their works.  And then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.   And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

2.  “however, the righteous ones into eternal life.’”

a.  In contrast to the final state of the unbelievers, the righteous ones, that is, believers who have the imputation of divine righteousness as a free gift from God because they believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, enter into eternal life.


b.  Believers have eternal life as a gift from God the moment they believe in Christ.  It is life with God forever in the new heaven and new earth (Rev 21:1ff).  This life is described in Rev 21:4, “and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; furthermore, death shall no longer exist; neither grief, nor crying, nor pain shall exist any longer; because the previous things have passed away.”


c.  It is a life of enjoying our eternal rewards and blessings.  It is so wonderful, human language cannot adequately describe it.  It is a life beyond anything we can describe or be imagining.  It is a life of love, happiness, contentment, enjoyment, and understanding.  It is a life of completion; for we will have been brought to completion in our spiritual lives.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “There are only two eternal destinies: everlasting punishment for those who reject Christ or eternal life for those who trust Him.”


b.  “With all wickedness removed in the various judgments at the Second Advent, the kingdom will begin on earth with only saved individuals in physical bodies constituting the earthly kingdom as the King’s subjects.  Glorified saints from Old Testament times and the church, the bride of Christ, will also be present to share in the reign of the King of kings.”


c.  “The closing verse in Jesus’ discourse summarizes both halves of the Judgment Day scene.  The parallel between eternal punishment and eternal life makes it difficult to see in the former any kind of annihilationism.  The upshot here, then, as with the culmination of all Scripture in Rev 20–22, is to assert that ultimately there will only be two kinds of people in the world.  These will be distinguished on the basis of their response to the gospel and its ambassadors, and their eternal destinies will be as distinct as is conceivable.  True, everlasting reality is not to be found in this life but in the life to come.  Hence, there remains no more pressing priority in this life than to respond properly to Jesus and His messengers by becoming disciples through faith in Him.  Then we must demonstrate Christ’s lordship in our lives [This is not a requirement for salvation but a divine obligation required of all believers after salvation.] through acts of service—to all the needy, yes, but especially to those of the household of faith (cf. Gal 6:10).”


d.  “Jesus concludes by telling His hearers what the eternal destiny of each of the two groups will be. These (the people who did not do service to the lowly) will go away to eternal punishment.  Many in modern times strongly oppose the doctrine of eternal punishment, but the net result of the elimination of the teaching of eternal punishment from the Bible would be the loss of the Gospel.  Not too many people would be overly upset at the alternatives of eternal life and annihilation.… So to eliminate eternal punishment is to extract the teeth of the Law and its presentation of a holy God.  The blessing of the Gospel can be retained only if the Law is seen as the completely serious will of the holy God, to whom sin is grievous rebellion, requiring His punishment if it is not forgiven.  In contrast, the destination of the righteous is to be life eternal. The same adjective [eternal] is applied to both the punishment and the reward.  Jesus is not speaking of some small experience that would be but for a moment, but of that which has no end.  He leaves His hearers in no doubt as to the solemnity of what He is saying. Eternal issues are involved, and this is so for both those on His right hand and on His left.  It is worth reflecting that this is Jesus’ last teaching to his disciples in this Gospel.”


e.  “The Greek word AIWNIOS = ‘eternal’ plainly refers to both punishment and life, so that it is impossible to give the word two different meanings.  This settles the question: hell is as eternal as heaven.  Those who argue away the existence of hell and of the devil are not ‘the righteous’ but those who contradict the King and are in danger of arriving in hell.  God seeks to keep all of us out of hell; but many nullify all His grace.  They have reached a devilish state, which God Himself cannot change.  On the day of judgment no arguments will avail but only the facts, whether we accept them or rebel against them.”
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