John 1:1
Matthew 25:41



 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He will say.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the King will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “to those.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective EUWNUMOS, which means “on the left.”

“Then He will also say to those on the left,”
 is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative of the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go; depart.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is expected to immediately happen.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the goats on the left) producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “from Me.”  Next we have the vocative masculine second person plural articular perfect passive participle of the verb KATARAOMAI, which means “to be cursed.”  The particle is substantive, used as an adjective, describes what kind of “ones” these people are.  They are “accursed ones,” that is, people who have been and still are now cursed.

““Depart from Me, accursed ones,”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PUR with article and adjective AIWNIOS, which means “into the eternal fire.”

“into the eternal fire,”
 is the appositional accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and perfect passive participle of the verb HETOIMAZW, which means “to be prepared: which has been prepared.”


The article functions in place of the demonstrative pronoun, and is translated “which.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes what has been completed in the past and now exists.


The passive voice indicates that the eternal fire received the action of being prepared in the past.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for the devil and his angels.”

“which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;”
Mt 25:41 corrected translation
“Then He will also say to those on the left, “Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire, which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He will also say to those on the left,”

a.  The judgment at the second advent of Christ continues with the judgment of those on His left side—the goats.  These are the unbelievers of the Tribulation.  The Old Testament unbelievers who have died are already in the compartment of Hades, called Torments.  There they will remain until their resurrection and judgment at the Great White Throne judgment.  The unbelievers who died during the Tribulation are also in Torments.  The only people being judged at this point in the story of those unbelievers who survived all the disasters of the Tribulation.


b.  So just as the King had something to say to those on His right, He has something to say to those on His left.  Believers have received their judgment.  Now unbelievers receive theirs.

2.  ““Depart from Me, accursed ones,”

a.  The King’s command is to depart from Him.  He wants nothing more to do with them.  They had their chance to be saved.  There are no more chances.  They refused to believe in Him and now they will suffer the consequence of their adamant refusal to believe in Him.


b.  The object “Me” refers to the Son of God, the Son of Man, the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the King of Israel, and eternal God.  God has nothing to do with sin, and wants no sinner in His presence.  Believers have been cleansed of their sins and purified from all wrongdoing.


c.  Thus Jesus assigns a title to these unbelievers—‘accursed ones’, that is, persons who are cursed.  Their curse is where they will spend eternity, which is described in the next phrase.

3.  “into the eternal fire,”

a.  The curse of all unbelievers is to spend eternity in one type of fire or another.  The first fire they will encounter is the fire of Hades in the compartment, called ‘Torments’.  This is described in the story of Lazarus and the rich man, Lk 16:19ff, especially Lk 16:24, “And crying out he said, ‘Father Abraham, show mercy to me, and send Lazarus, in order that he might dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue; for I am being tormented in this flame.’”


b.  The second fire unbelievers will encounter is the eternal lake of fire, which is mentioned here.  These Tribulational unbelievers are not going immediately into the eternal lake of fire.  First, they are assigned to the fire of Torments, and after their ‘resurrection’ at the end of the millennial reign of Christ and the Gog/Magog revolution, they will be judged at the Great White Throne judgment and cast into the eternal lake of fire.  Jesus is describing their eventual final punishment here.  They are going to the lake of fire, but will do so by an intermediate residence in Torments.


c.  It was prepared originally for Satan and his angels, but unbelievers also go there, and there is no way out, Jn 3:18, 36; Heb 9:27.  The first occupants of the lake of fire will be the beast and false prophet of the Tribulation, Rev 19:20.  The devil will also be in the lake of fire, Rev 20:10.  And after the Great White Throne judgment, the unbelievers of the human race will be there, Rev 20:14.  Unbelievers are pulled out of the fire of Hades, judged, and cast into the lake of fire, Rev 20:15; 21:8.

4.  “which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;”

a.  The eternal lake of fire was prepared for Satan (the devil) and his angels after their fall and judgment.  The lake of fire was never intended for any human.  No one has ever been predestined to Hell, Hades, the Lake of Fire or any other place of punishment.  Humans were created to obey God, believe in Christ, and live forever in the new heaven and new earth.


b.  Satan was judged after his fall of being arrogant, and therefore, sinful.  His judgment was to be sent to the lake of fire.  He appealed his judgment, asking, “How can a loving God send a creature to a lake of fire forever?  There is no love in that.  And it’s not my fault that you created me the way I am.”  Satan overlooked the fact he had free will.  So God created man and allowed man to fall, just as Satan did, because of free will.  But God also had a plan and means of saving man from God’s judgment by providing a Savior for man’s sins.  A similar offer of salvation was probably offered to Satan, which he rejected, resulting in his sentence to the lake of fire.


c.  Those who follow the devil receive the same judgment and sentence to the lake of fire as he does.  Thus the fallen angels accompany him to the lake of fire, as do all unbelievers.  Believers are saved from the lake of fire and given a new body that is incapable of sinning.


d.  Because Jesus skips over the sentence to Torments and only mentions the lake of fire, many commentators and biblical scholars confuse this judgment with the last judgment.  However, the Scripture is clear that there is a judgment of unbelievers at the Second Advent and at the end of history (the Great White Throne judgment) and the two are not the same in time nor in result.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mt 25:41 does not state that the everlasting fire was prepared for the goats.  It was prepared for the devil and his angels (Rev 20:10).  God never prepared hell for people.  There is no evidence from Scripture that God predestines people to go to hell.  If sinners listen to Satan, and follow his ways, they will end up where he ends up—in the torments of hell.  There are only two eternal destinies: everlasting punishment for those who reject Christ or eternal life for those who trust Him.”


b.  “With all wickedness removed in the various judgments at the Second Advent, the kingdom will begin on earth with only saved individuals in physical bodies constituting the earthly kingdom as the King’s subjects.  Glorified saints from Old Testament times and the church, the bride of Christ, will also be present to share in the reign of the King of kings.”


c.  “The judgment which our Lord described here will mark the end of this temporal age [no it does not; there is still a thousand year temporal age to live] and the transition into the eternal age. [After the millennial kingdom] the righteous will be with Him forever; the unregenerate will be eternally banished from His presence and enter an eternal dying [they do not die; it is called ‘the second death’ but they are very much ‘alive’ in fire]; for eternity cannot have a terminus.”


d.  “The goats are people doomed to eternal punishment.  As the kingdom was prepared, so also the fire.  But it is interesting that the fire was not prepared for the goats but for the rebellious angels.  Neither is it prepared ‘from the creation of the world’ (verse 34). These differences support a sublapsarian theology, in which God originally made no provision for lost people or hell in His creative purposes, but once humans and angels freely chose to rebel, then a place of punishment was prepared.  No Scripture ever indicates that the fallen angels had any subsequent chance to repent.  [That is true, but is not God immutable, which means He is consistent in how He treats His creatures?]  But people do.  So no one need join the demons in this fire.  Still, some will opt for hell by rejecting Christ.  When they do, they have no one but themselves to blame.”


e.  “Following the commendation of those who have responded to Christ’s love and who have lived in the way He taught them there is an address to those on the left. Whereas he had invited those on the right with ‘Come,’ the King begins His address to these sinners with ‘Go away’.  The nature of the curse is brought out with their destination.  Whereas the righteous go into the kingdom prepared for them before the foundation of the world (v. 34), those rejected go into a fire prepared not for them, but for the devil and his angels.  The symbolism of fire is commonly it is the destination of the evil.  Thus we read of a vision of a lake of fire and brimstone into which the devil was thrown, together with the beast and the false prophet (Rev. 20:10), and which is to be the place where everyone whose name is not written in the book of life will eventually come (Rev. 20:15).  In line with this the fire of hell is often said to be the destination of those who do not accept the salvation of God (Mt 5:22; 18:8, 9).  Angels are associated with the dragon who is equated with the devil (Rev 12:7–9).  Jesus is now saying that those on his left at the judgment will find their eternal habitation in the place where the evil are, Satan and all those associated with him.”
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