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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the temporal conjunction POTE, meaning “when.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You.”  Next we have the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: did we see?”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the accusative second person masculine singular present active participle of the verb ASTHENEW, which means “to be sick.”  The participle is substantival, translated “sick.”

“Then when did we see You sick”
 is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun PHULAKĒ, which means “in prison.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to You.”

“or in prison and we came to You?””
Mt 25:39 corrected translation
“Then when did we see You sick or in prison and we came to You?””
Explanation:
1.  “Then when did we see You sick”

a.  The righteous ones on the right continue to question Jesus’ declaration “I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.”  Like the other statements by Jesus, these believers are certain they never personally did these things for Jesus, since He was in heaven and they were on earth.

b.  There is no mention of Jesus ever being sick anywhere in the gospels.  He was born genetically perfect, which means He had a perfect immune system.  He never had a need to heal Himself.  So logically in the minds of these believers it would have been impossible for them to see Jesus sick and come and take care of Him.  In fact, logically how could millions of believers do this without a constant stream of visitors tending to His needs and the Lord not be perpetually sick, so all these believers could fulfill this statement?

2.  “or in prison and we came to You?””

a.  Finally, these believers ask when Jesus was in prison and they came to tend to His needs.  Even during His first advent the Lord never spent a day in prison.  After He was arrested, He stood trial before the retired high priest and then before the Sanhedrin, and then Pilate, and then Herod Antipas and then again before Pilate.  At no time was He in jail or prison.


b.  And at no time during the Church Age or Tribulation has the Lord spent a day in prison.  During these two dispensations of history, He has been seated at the right hand of the Father.  Therefore, we can understand the reasonable confusion on the part of these believers.  It is not that they don’t believe Jesus, it is just that they don’t understand how this can be so.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The interesting thing about this judgment is that the sheep individuals are surprised at what they hear. They will not remember having seen the Lord Jesus Christ and ministering to His needs.”


b.  “The King’s statement will prompt the sheep to respond that they do not recall ever having ministered directly to the King.”


c.  “Many of the sheep are understandably surprised.  No doubt several of these conditions did characterize Christ at various stages of his earthly life, but the vast majority of the righteous will not have been present then and there to help Him.  So how did all this happen?”


d.  “Their surprise (and that later of those who were rejected) is not unimportant. It shows clearly that their salvation did not depend on their good works.”
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