John 1:1
Matthew 25:38



 is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Indeed; In fact.”  With this we have the temporal conjunction POTE, meaning “when,” followed by the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EIDON, which means “to see: did we see?”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact or reality.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective XENOS, meaning “a stranger” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb SUNAGW, which means “to take someone in.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact or reality.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“In fact, when did we see You a stranger and took You in,”
 is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective GUMOS, meaning “naked.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb PERIBALLW, which means “to clothe; to dress.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact or reality.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

The direct object “[You]” is understood from its previous use in the sentence; therefore, not repeated in Greek, but English grammar requires we do so.

“or naked and clothed [You]?”
Mt 25:38 corrected translation
“In fact, when did we see You a stranger and took You in, or naked and clothed [You]?”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, when did we see You a stranger and took You in,”

a.  The righteous ones (those on the right hand side of Jesus as He sits on His throne facing them as their judge) ask a second question that parallels the previous question.  The previous question asked, “When did we see You hungry and fed [You], or thirsty and gave [You] a drink?”


b.  The word translated “stranger” also refers to travelers, non-Jews, foreigners in the land of Israel or any alien that shows up in Israel.  Jesus was like a stranger in His own country based on the way He was treated by the leaders of Israel (‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’)


c.  Those who believed in Jesus (that He was the Christ) treated Him with the hospitality toward strangers that was described even before the existence of the Mosaic Law, Job 31:32, “The alien has not lodged outside, [For] I have opened my doors to the traveler.”  Middle Eastern people have always required that people offer hospitality to foreigners, strangers, and aliens to their lands.  This is true of both Christian and Islamic cultures.  But the emphasis here in the judgment before Jesus is the contrast between believers and unbelievers, the unbelievers showing no hospitality at all to Jesus.  They never welcomed Him into the hearts.


d.  A similar principle is found in Heb 13:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

2.  “or naked and clothed [You]?”

a.  The second part of the sentence looks back to the statement in verse 36a, “naked and you clothed Me.”  Jesus says that those on His right saw Him naked and provided clothes for Him.  This did not literally happen during our Lord’s life (unless He was stripped of His clothing on the Cross and there are good arguments both for and against this proposition: “Commentators state that the Romans wanted to inflict the maximum amount of humiliation onto the condemned man and as such, he was crucified completely naked. In fact, the Encyclopedia Britannica states that all victims were crucified totally naked, but they offer no supporting information.  It is unlikely that the Jews would have requested to Pilate that Jesus be crucified with a covering, a loincloth. However, it is more likely that the Romans knew from previous experience, that there would be trouble if this was not done and it could have become a practice to cover a Jewish man before crucifixion. It was in Pilate’s interest to keep the peace because this was a major parameter in how he was judged by Caesar.  It is clear that both the Bible and Jewish law prohibits anybody from looking at a naked body. With at least five women around Him and close enough to hear Him speak, it is difficult to believe that Jesus was totally naked, because if He was, those women would not have been present.”
).  This certainly didn’t happen during the last seven years of the Tribulation or during the entire Church Age, since the Lord spent all that time at the right hand of the Father, and He certainly wasn’t naked during any of that time.

b.  The point being made by Jesus is that those who believed in Him provided for His most basic needs, one of which is clothing.  The basic needs are food, shelter and clothing.  Jesus says that those on His right provided for His basic needs.  Those on His right question exactly when they could have possibly done this.  They don’t remember doing so, and certainly did not do so for Jesus during His first advent, since the vast majority of believers didn’t live during our Lord’s first advent, so they ask how could they possibly provide clothes for Him?

3.  Commentators’ comments.  All the commentators combine their comments on verses 37-39 and have nothing to say on this verse individually.
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