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

 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person plural future deponent passive indicative of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer: will answer.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the ones on the right; the sheep) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective DIKAIOS, which means “the righteous ones.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurs at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Then the righteous ones will answer Him, saying,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord,” followed by the temporal adverb POTE, meaning “when?”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You.”  This is followed by the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EIDON, which means “to see: did we see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the accusative second person masculine singular present active participle of the verb PEINAW, which means “to be hungry: You hungry.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a timeless state of being.

 
The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb TREPHW, which means “to feed: fed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

The direct object is not stated here, because it was already stated previously in the thought and not repeated by Greek grammar.  However, English grammar requires we restate it, but in brackets “[You].”

““Lord, when did we see You hungry and fed [You],”
 is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or,” followed by the accusative second person masculine singular present active participle of the verb DIPSAW, which means “to be thirsty; to thirst.”  The participle functions as a substantive.  Finally, we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb POTIZW, which means “to give someone a drink.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the righteous ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Again the direct object “[You]” is not repeated but added by English grammar.

“or thirsty and gave [You] a drink?”
Mt 25:37 corrected translation
“Then the righteous ones will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see You hungry and fed [You], or thirsty and gave [You] a drink?”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the righteous ones will answer Him, saying,”

a.  The Lord continues the description of the judgment that will take place as part of His second advent by noting what the sheep on His right, the righteous ones, answer in response to what He has just said.  Jesus has not asked the sheep a question, but made a definitive statement, which confuses them, resulting in them asking a question, seeking clarification from Him.


b.  Their answer is a question requesting further clarification, because they are unaware and certain they have never actually done any of these things personally for Jesus.  How could they?  They have been on earth their entire life and Jesus has been in heaven.  So it was impossible for them to do any of the things Jesus has declared they have done for Him.


c.  The title “the righteous ones” is definitive proof that the sheep are believers, because God only considers someone to be ‘righteous’ because they have believed in His Son and has therefore received the imputation of His righteousness.  Righteous ones have the imputed righteousness of God as a gift from the grace of God because that person has believed in Christ.



(1)  Rom 4:3, “For what does the Scripture say?  ‘Now Abraham had believed in God [Jesus Christ], and so it was credited to him as righteousness.’”



(2)  Rom 4:5, “But to the one who does not work [for salvation], but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever], his faith is credited as righteousness.”



(3)  Rom 4:22, “—and for this reason it [his faith] was credited to him as righteousness.”



(4)  Rom 10:4, “Because Christ [is] the termination of the Law resulting in righteousness to each one because he believes.”

2.  ““Lord, when did we see You hungry and fed [You],”

a.  These believers address Jesus with His proper title “Lord,” recognizing and acknowledging His deity and right to judge them.  He is sitting before them in all His glory; so it is reasonable that this is the proper title to use in addressing Him on this occasion.


b.  The question of timing suggests the relationship of where each of the two parties were located in the past.  These believers were Tribulation believers, trying to stay alive on earth as the Tribulational judgments occurred throughout the world.  They were being evangelized by the 144,000 Jewish evangelists, the two great prophets Moses and Elijah, fleeing and hiding in the mountains East of Jerusalem, or trying to avoid being killed by Satan’s demon army of 200 million.  They were clearly not observing Jesus, who was in heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father from the past seven years and beyond that into the Church Age.


c.  In fact, how could Jesus be hungry in heaven with the Father?  His food testing by Satan has long since been over.  The literal question seeks a literal answer, that obviously is that they have never seen the Lord Jesus hungry, and they certainly haven’t fed Him.  Therefore, they are confused by His previous description, and it is a legitimate confusion.

3.  “or thirsty and gave [You] a drink?”

a.  The same rationale applies to the Lord being thirsty and receiving anything to drink from these believers.


b.  They probably or certainly could have in mind our Lord’s statement at the last supper, Mk 14:25, “Truly I say to you that I will never again drink from the fruit of the grapevine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.’”  And since He and they have not yet entered into the kingdom of God, neither the Lord nor they have fulfilled this prophecy.  They are about to enter the kingdom in a matter of moments, but the Lord has to deal with the goats on the left before He can join His sheep.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The interesting thing about this judgment is that the sheep individuals are surprised at what they hear. They will not remember having seen the Lord Jesus Christ and ministering to His needs.”


b.  “The King’s statement will prompt the sheep to respond that they do not recall ever having ministered directly to the King.”


c.  “Many of the sheep are understandably surprised.  No doubt several of these conditions did characterize Christ at various stages of His earthly life, but the vast majority of the righteous will not have been present then and there to help Him.  So how did all this happen?  They did not understand how they had ministered so directly to Jesus.”


d.  “All this is news to the sheep, and they say so.  They are now called the righteous; what God has done in them has transformed them into people who are acceptable in His sight and who accordingly do deeds like those Jesus has listed.  They ask when they did all these things; they go through Jesus’ list and inquire when they did each of them, listing them one by one.  Their surprise is not unimportant.  It shows clearly that their salvation did not depend on their good works; for in doing those works they must have known that they were doing things that other people did not do.  But clearly their kindness to the needy was not in order to gain a reward and merit salvation, but was part of the way they lived in response to what Christ had done in and for them.”


e.  “The entire doctrine of justification by faith through the atoning merits of Christ is contained in the words ‘the righteous’.  The astonished questions of the righteous are the best evidence as to how far their thoughts are from any idea of merit on their part.  They kept no record of their works; they trusted solely in grace and forgot all their works.”
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