John 1:1
Matthew 25:32



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb SUNAGW, which means “to be gathered.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that all the peoples will receive the action of being gathered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the adverbial genitive of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “before Him.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun ETHNOS, which means “all the nations, peoples, Gentiles, foreigners.”

“And all the peoples will be gathered before Him;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb APHORIZW, which means “to mark off by boundaries; to separate.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “from one another.”

“and He will separate them from one another,”
 is the comparative conjunction HWSPER, which means “as; just as; like.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun POIMĒN, meaning “the shepherd.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb APHORIZW, which means “to separate.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that the shepherd produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun PROBATON, meaning “the sheep.”  Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural article and noun ERIPHOS, meaning “from the goats.”

“as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;”
Mt 25:32 corrected translation
“And all the peoples will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;”
Ezek 34:17, “As for you, My flock, thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I will judge between one sheep and another, between the rams and the male goats.’”

Explanation:
1.  “And all the peoples will be gathered before Him;”

a.  Jesus continues with a description of the judgment at the Second Advent.  This judgment is not to be confused with the Great White Throne judgment at the end of the millennial reign of Christ, which is also called “The Last Judgment.”


b.  All the people involved in this judgment are those alive at the end of the Tribulation and do not include the future believers and unbelievers born during the millennial reign of Christ; nor does it include any Church Age believers, who have already been resurrected and evaluated at the Judgment Seat of Christ during the Tribulation.  The Second Advent is the time when Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs are resurrected and evaluated by the Lord.  The Last Judgment is for unbelievers only.  Millennial believers (which includes those believers of the Tribulation who survive the Tribulation and repopulate the earth) are evaluated at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.


c.  The Greek word ETHNOS is used several ways in the New Testament; it means “people, nations, Gentiles, and unbelievers.”
  The context determines meaning.  Here the best meaning is ‘peoples’, because God judges individuals at the Second Advent.  He is not evaluating nations or just Gentiles.  He is evaluating/judging believers and unbelievers, Jews and Gentiles, and individual people as to whether or not they believed in Him.  Since nations are changing all the time (for example changing their boundaries—Russia taking back the Crimea from the Ukraine), judging by this category would be most difficult and unnecessary in this case.


d.  The point being made is that every individual, having survived the Tribulation, must account for themselves prior to being allowed into the millennial kingdom or not.

2.  “and He will separate them from one another,”

a.  The Lord will then separate all these billions of people into two groups.  Believers are separated from unbelievers.  If you find yourself standing next to Hitler or Stalin or Mao, you might be in trouble.


b.  The point is that there will be only two groups.  God is interested in only one thing—are you a believer or unbeliever.  Nothing else matters.  How good or bad you were is not the criteria for judgment.


c.  Why the separation?  God wants believers to have nothing to do with unbelievers beyond evangelizing them.  God wants no unbelievers involved in starting His millennial reign.  His reign will begin with believers only.  All people born during His millennial reign will begin their life as unbelievers, having the sin nature passed on genetically by their believing father.  These unbelievers who are born during the millennial reign, then have to be evangelized by the Tribulational believers entering the kingdom.  Beyond evangelization, these believers will have to remember this principle of separation during the millennial life.

3.  “as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;”

a.  Jesus is called ‘the Great Shepherd’ and here we see one of His main functions as a shepherd.  He separates believers (sheep) from unbelievers (goats).  Why?  Unbelievers tend to have a bad influence on believers, when it comes to spiritual matters.  The example of unbelief having a bad influence on others is seen in the activity of Satan in the fall of one third of the angels, and the total destruction of mankind in spiritual death.


b.  There will be people born during the millennial reign of Christ who refuse to believe in Him.  These unbelievers from the followers of Satan at the end of the millennial reign of Christ who rebel against Him in the Gog/Magog revolution, which is instigated by Satan after he is released from his imprisonment in the Abyss.  The kingdom of God begins with only believers (the Tribulational believers who survive the satanic attempt of extermination of all believers), who marry and bear lots of children to repopulate the earth.  Many of the children born will believe in Jesus and many will not.  This proves the point to mankind that Satan cannot be blamed for their unbelief, since he is imprisoned during the thousand-year reign of Christ.  Man is responsible for his own free will decision to believe in Jesus, and the fact He is personally present on earth and offers them eternal life and a resurrection body, which they can all see in both Him and His Bride (the Church), makes an incredible evangelistic statement, which the unbeliever will reject.


c.  Jesus wants believers who begin His millennial reign to have nothing to do with unbelievers, and other than evangelization, this establishes the principle and sets the pattern for His millennial reign.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The nations will be gathered before Jesus Christ, but He will judge them as individuals.  This will not be a judgment of groups (Germany, Italy, Japan, etc.) but of individuals within these nations.  We must not confuse this judgment with the Great White Throne Judgment described in Rev 20:11–15.  Some scholars merge both passages and call this ‘the general judgment.’  The Bible knows nothing of a ‘general judgment.’  This judgment takes place on earth immediately after the Battle of Armageddon.  The White Throne Judgment takes place in space somewhere (‘the earth and the heaven fled away,’ Rev. 20:11).  The judgment here in Mt 25 takes place before the kingdom is established on earth; for the saved are told to ‘inherit the kingdom’ (Mt 25:34).  The White Throne Judgment will take place after the 1,000-year reign of Christ (Rev 20:7ff).”


b.  “The words the nations should be translated ‘the Gentiles.’ [I disagree] These are all people, other than Jews [why aren’t Jewish believers and unbelievers included in this judgment?], who have lived through the Tribulation period (Joel 3:2, 12).  They will be judged individually, not as national groups.”


c.  “It seems from Scripture there will be several ‘judgments’ of the righteous, all of which will be joyous prize-givings.  One, it seems, will take place during the wedding feast of the Lamb (which I understand will occur during the tribulation) and will be for Church Age saints.  Another, described in Rev 20:4, will take place at the beginning of the millennium and will be for Israel [notice it is not just for Gentiles; contra the previous commentator] and martyred tribulation saints [both Jews and Gentiles].”


d.  “The recipients of judgment are all ta ethnē, the peoples or the Gentiles (‘the nations’).  Given the use of ethnē elsewhere in this discourse, where the Jews apparently are included (Mt 24:7, 9, 14), the first translation [peoples] seems best.  But the shift from the neuter ethnē to the masculine autous (them) in verse 32b implies that individuals and not just nations or people groups are intended.  So here is a picture of all humanity standing before Christ on Judgment Day.  No mention is made of those who died before Christ’s return, but it would be natural to view this judgment as the same event as that depicted in 1 Cor 15:51–57 and Rev 20:4.”


e.  Lenski sees this as the Last Judgment and is just plain wrong.
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