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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article, the adjective ACHREIOS, and the noun DOULOS, which means “the useless/worthless slave.”
  Then we have the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb EKBALLW, which means “to throw out; to cast out.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that other slaves of the master will produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS plus the article and adjective EXWTEROS, which means “into the extreme darkness.”

“And throw out the worthless slave into the extreme darkness;”
 is the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there; in that place.”  Next we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the conditions of that place) producing the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun KLAUTHMOS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun BRUGMOS with the genitive of identity or subjective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ODOUS, meaning “weeping and the gnashing of teeth.”

“in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””
Mt 25:30 corrected translation
“And throw out the worthless slave into the extreme darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””
Explanation:
1.  “And throw out the worthless slave into the extreme darkness;”

a.  The Lord continues the parable by describing the punishment of the evil, lazy, and worthless slave.  He is to be thrown out into the extreme darkness.  There are two possibilities for the location of this extreme darkness: (1) the compartment of Hades, called “Torments”, where the rich unbeliever resided after death and had a conversation with the poor man, Lazarus; or (2) the lake of fire.  Since Lazarus and the rich man could see each other and talk to each other, the lake of fire is the more likely place being described.


b.  The ‘extreme darkness’ means that this is a supernatural darkness that no light can penetrate.  This same darkness covered the Cross, while the Lord was bearing our sins and being judged for them (Mt 27:45-46; Lk 23:44‑45; Mk 15:33), and this same supernatural darkness will exist the day of our Lord’s second advent.  This extreme darkness is described in:



(1)  Zech 14:6, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”


(2)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it [Jerusalem] in that day [Second Advent] like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress [among the invading armies], even the light is darkened by its clouds.”



(3)  Isa 13:9‑10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be dark when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”



(4)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, darkness will cover the earth and a deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear to you [Israel].”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds [the clouds that block out the light] and every eye shall see Him.”  



(5)  Joel 2:1-2, “Blow the trumpet of Zion and sound an alarm on My holy mountain; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people [the invading armies]; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  Joel 2:10‑11, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.  The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”



(6)  Zech 14:7, “For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord [God the Father], not day, not night; but it will come to pass at the time of the evening there will be light.”



(7)  Isa 30:26, “Then the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will be seven times brighter than the light of the seven days [of the earth’s restoration, Gen 1:2ff].  On that day, the Lord will bind up the fracture of His people and He will heal the bruise of His blow [the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline].”  Isa 60:19-20, “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you reflected light.  But you will have the Lord for an eternal light and your God for your glory.  Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an eternal light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.”


c.  The extreme darkness of the eternal state of unbelievers in the lake of fire is described in:



(1)  Jude 13, “fierce waves of the sea, causing their own disgraceful deeds to form white caps, wandering stars for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved forever.”



(2)  Jude 6, “and the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, but abandoned their own dwelling place, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day,”



(3)  2 Pet 2:17, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”



(4)  Even the fallen angels of Gen 6 are imprisoned in darkness in another compartment of Hades, called Tartarus, 2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment;”

2.  “in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

a.  What is true of the compartments of Hades is true of the eternal state and lake of fire.  They are not places of light, conversation, and fellowship with fellow unbelievers.  (The poor believer’s encounter with the rich man, Lazarus, may be an exception to this rule.)  The phrase “I’ll see you in Hell” may not be correct according to this passage.  Both Torments and Tartarus and the lake of fire will all be characterized by this same frustration and agony; for weeping and gnashing of teeth describes the ultimate in frustration and trying to bear unbearable pain.  Do we not grind our teeth in an attempt to stand the pain?  The point is that there is zero happiness or blessing of any kind for the unbeliever in the future, either after his death or after his last judgment.  This statement is not allegorical or an analogy to something else.  It is a literal divine guarantee of the future existence of the unbeliever.  It is not to be passed over or ignored, but carefully considered.


b.  The same phrase ‘weeping and gnashing of teeth’ is used in:



(1)  Mt 8:12, “however, the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into extreme darkness; in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”



(2)  Mt 13:42, “and will throw them into the furnace of fire; crying and grinding of teeth will exist there.”



(3)  Mt 13:50, “and will throw them into the furnace of fire; crying and grinding of teeth will exist there.”



(4)  Mt 22:13, “Then the king said to the servants, ‘After binding his feet and hands, throw him into the extreme darkness; in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’”



(5)  Mt 24:51, “and will cut him in two and will assign his place with the hypocrites; weeping and gnashing of teeth will be there.”



(6)  Lk 13:28, “In that place there will be crying and grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, however, you being thrown out.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The slave lost what he had, and was cast into judgment.  Like the unworthy servant in Mt 24:48–51, he too would be eternally separated from God.”


b.  “Taken together, these parables teach firstly, that reward is entirely in God’s hands and He will do as He pleases; we cannot bargain with Him, but can trust Him to sovereignly do what is right.  Secondly, His rewards will be based on how we have used our individual ability and opportunities to benefit His Kingdom.  We will each be measured against God’s perfect assessment of our individual ability to serve Him, and rewarded accordingly.  Thirdly, this means that those saints who perform best will receive high status and reward in the Kingdom to come, and those who fail to measure up to their abilities and opportunities will receive lesser status and reward.  In other words, there will be distinct gradations of reward; God’s divine attribute of justice requires this.”


c.  “The servant who failed to use the talent entrusted to him is consigned to the outer darkness, where there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  With one exception, this expression combining the thoughts of punishment and of deep grief is found in Matthew only [Lk 13:28].  It stands for complete and final rejection and for unceasing sorrow and regret.  We should bear in mind that this is not here pronounced over someone who has done some particularly heinous crime.  It is the final result for the man who had only one talent and who steadfastly refused to use it.”


d.  Lenski points out that it is the elect angels who are responsible for carrying out this command of the Lord, not the other slaves.
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