John 1:1
Matthew 25:25



 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And so; consequently.”  Then we have the nominative masculine first person singular aorist passive participle of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the third slave received the action of being afraid.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the nominative masculine first person singular aorist active participle of the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to depart.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the third slave produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, which precedes the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after departing.”

Next we have the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb KRUPTW, which means “to hide: I hid.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the third slave produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun TALANTON with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your talent.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “in the ground.”

“And so, being afraid, after departing, I hid your talent in the ground;”
 is the particle of attention IDE, meaning “notice; behold; pay attention; see.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: you have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the master produces the action of having.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and possessive adjective SOS, meaning “what [is] yours.”  This idiom does not state the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is], but is implied in the idiom.

“notice, you have what [is] yours.””
Mt 25:25 corrected translation
“And so, being afraid, after departing, I hid your talent in the ground; notice, you have what [is] yours.””
Explanation:
1.  “And so, being afraid, after departing, I hid your talent in the ground;”

a.  The third slave continues his explanation and justification of his actions by describing the consequence of his thinking that led to his actions.  The man’s thinking was no thinking at all.  It was the emotion of fear.  He was afraid of making a mistake by making a bad investment and losing the master’s money.   He feared the punishment that might come to him, if this happened.  The master gave him an opportunity to do something great and prove his worth; yet the man only saw this as an opportunity to fail and be severely punished or lose his life.


b.  So as a consequence of this fearful thinking, he left the presence of the master and did the only thing he could think of, which was to hide the money, so none of it would be lost in a bad investment.  Some commentators suggest that he was hiding the money for himself in hopes that the master would never return (perhaps die on the journey).  However, there is no hint of this in the story.  In fact, as the owner will point out, he could have just put the money in the bank and made a small profit of interest, which would be better for him than just hiding the money.  Therefore, his act of hiding the money in the ground was simply an act of desperation, motivated by fear, not greed.


c.  Considering the fact the master was gone on a ‘long journey’.  This slave had a ‘long’ time to reconsider his bad decision, dig the money up, put it in the bank or invest it.  However, he did nothing with the opportunity offered to him.  This is picture of the unbeliever who has been given a clear presentation of the gospel and had a lifetime of opportunity to believe in Christ and make the most of this spiritual opportunity.  Instead of making the investment in the Lord Jesus Christ by believing in Him, the unbeliever with a clear understanding of the Gospel, hides it in the ground by not believing.  He makes no deposit in the Bank of Christ.  He does nothing with this spiritual opportunity.

2.  “notice, you have what [is] yours.””

a.  The third slave then asks the master to notice what he has done.  He asks the same thing of the master as the other slaves—‘notice; see; pay attention’.  He presents the master with the original talent that was given to him.  He returns the single talent to the master without interest, without profit, without doing anything with it.  The master gets back what belongs to him and nothing more.


b.  Some might argue you that at least the slave didn’t steal the money or lose the money on a bad investment, but that is missing the point of the story.  God gives every person an opportunity for greatness.  The greatest thing we will ever do is believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, which glorifies the Father and honors the truthfulness and testimony of the Holy Spirit in His ministry of common grace (making the gospel a reality in the mind of the unbeliever).  The unbeliever by not believing is, in effect, giving the offering of salvation back to God as without being of value.  God gives us something of value and asks us to invest in that something of value, so that He receives a return on His investment in us.  All we have to do as a minimum is deposit our belief in the Bank of Christ.


c.  So the real contrast in this story is between the two slaves that did not fear, but believed in the opportunity given to them and the one slave that feared the opportunity given to him.  The former took action based on their trust in the Master, while the latter took wrong action based on his own misplaced fear.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Because this man was afraid he might fail, he never tried to succeed.  He feared life and his responsibilities.  This paralyzed him with anxiety, so he buried the talent to protect it.  The least he could have done was put the money in a bank and collect some interest.  There was no real risk in that.”


b.  “The third servant reasoned that his master might not be coming back at all.  If he did return someday, the servant could simply return the talent to his master without loss from any poor investment. But if he failed to return, the servant wanted to be able to keep the talent for himself.  He did not want to deposit the talent in a bank where it would be recorded that the talent belonged to the master.”
  This entire explanation is pure speculation and has no basis in fact anywhere in the context.  We have zero indication that the slave wanted the money for himself.  The only stated motivation is ‘fear’ not greed.


c.  “The fact that the slave who received one talent did not put it out to earn interest affirms his lack of faith in Jesus Christ.  So the servant with one talent represents a man whom God has endowed with spiritual ability [understanding the message of the Gospel], but who has never subjected himself to Christ’s lordship [believed in Christ]; consequently, he was not a believer, for saving faith is belief which subjects itself to Christ’s sovereignty.”
  This sounds very much like a gospel of works (subjecting oneself to Christ’s lordship being a necessary work for salvation).


d.  “He says that he was afraid, evidently afraid that if he used the money in business undertakings as his fellow servants were doing he would lose it and thus make himself liable to punishment.  I hid your talent in the ground made him certain of losing nothing, but it also meant that when he was face to face with his master he could say nothing better than “look, you have your own.”


e.  “This slave is not afraid to call his good master hard names and to bring back the talent without having put forth the least effort to make it produce as least something.  He did not fear to insult his kind and generous master.  The talent had never been the slave’s ‘own’ in any true sense of the word.  Faith without works is dead, and thus shall be his judgment.”
  The slave had no faith; he was never a believer.  Lenski sees the slave as a believer who did nothing after having faith in Christ.  I disagree.
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