John 1:1
Matthew 25:21



 is the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb PHĒMI, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the master produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his master.”

“His master said to him,”
 is the adverb of degree EU, meaning “Well done.”
  With this we have the vocative masculine singular from the noun DOULOS and the adjectives AGATHOS and PISTOS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “good and faithful slave.”

““Well done, good and faithful slave,”
 is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship from the neuter plural adjective OLIGOS, meaning “over a few things.”
  Next we have the second person singular imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the first slave produced the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, meaning “faithful.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the ablative of rank (see Acts 8:27 for the same construction) from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “over many things.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Next we have the first person singular future active indicative of the verb KATHISTĒMI, which means “to put someone in charge.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“you were faithful over a few things, I will put you in charge over many things;”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the first slave is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a mild command/strong entreaty.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun CHARA, meaning “into the joy.”  With this we have the possessive genitive of the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your master.”

“enter into the joy of your master.””
Mt 25:21 corrected translation
“His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful slave, you were faithful over a few things, I will put you in charge over many things; enter into the joy of your master.””
Explanation:
1.  “His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful slave,”

a.  Jesus continues the parable with the response of the master to the statement of the first slave, who provided a 100% return on the investment of the master’s money.


b.  The master has nothing but praise and commendation for this slave.  He has indeed done very well in doubling the master’s money.  He has done the right and good thing and been totally faithful to his master in his actions.


c.  Notice that investing money to make a profit is considered “good” by God.  Free enterprise is supported by the Scriptures and praised by God.  The faithfulness of this slave is analogous to the faith a believer has in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Faith in Christ is the ultimate divine good that a person can produce in the spiritual life.  There is no greater thing we can do for God than believe in Him.  And remember that our faith is non-meritorious.  All the merit belongs to what God does for us.


d.  This slave believed he could do what his master wanted and did it, resulting in high praise and reward.

2.  “you were faithful over a few things, I will put you in charge over many things;”

a.  The master then notes what this slave did.  He was faithful in a few small, seemingly insignificant things (over $3,000,000 things).  To a billionaire three million dollars is pocket change.  This master must have been truly rich to consider that much money ‘a few things’.


b.  Regardless of how we look at the value of the five talents, the importance lies in the good and faithful action the slave took with the ‘few things’.  As a result of those good and faithful actions, the slave is rewarded with being given greater responsibility and authority in the master’s house over many things.  The many things include duties and responsibilities of other slaves/servants as well as greater financial responsibilities.  We might remember Joseph as an example of this kind of reward.

3.  “enter into the joy of your master.””

a.  And finally, the master makes a final request (a very mild command) of this slave.  He has one more little duty to perform—he needs to be happy.  In fact, beyond happy, he needs to join his master in the joyfulness that the master has.


b.  Since the master represents God, the happiness of the master represents the perfect happiness of God.  God loves to share His happiness with those who are good and faithful to Him.  One of the great rewards of the eternal state is sharing in the joy of God forever.  This is no small matter, but one of the most significant illustrations of the kingdom of God to ever be illustrated by Jesus.  Those who believe in Christ are going to enter into the joy of their Master, and that joy is never going to be taken away.  Eternal life is neither boring nor mundane.  It is entering into, that is, sharing the happiness of God.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The two men who put their money to work each received the same commendation.  It was not the portion but the proportion that made the difference.  They started as servants, but their Lord promoted them to rulers.  They were faithful with a few things, so the Lord trusted them with many things.  They had worked and toiled, and now they entered into joy.  Their faithfulness gave each of them a capacity for greater service and responsibility.”


b.  “Two of the servants were faithful in caring for the master’s money and were accordingly rewarded for their faithfulness with additional wealth, additional responsibilities, and sharing of the master’s joy.”


c.  “Notably, too, the words of commendation for the man with five talents profit are identical for the man with two talents profit (i.e., each had 100% effectiveness, so earned the same praise).  As God’s praise is the basis of an individual’s award of glory in eternity, the two must be in perfect harmony; this therefore indicates that a believer’s eternal reward is based on the quality of his work and not on the quantity (i.e., God will evaluate our Christian performance individually against our own individual potential and reward us accordingly).  Will that not be marvelous?  You will be treated absolutely fairly for the first time in your life when you stand before God for your reward!”


d.  “The first servant displays the results of his work and is praised and rewarded with greater responsibility and with rejoicing in the company of his master.  Those who have been good stewards of all the time, material resources, and abilities God has given them (and not just with a tenth of these) can expect commendation, happiness, and eternal life from God.”


e.  “Well done is a mark of approval.  This is something the master approves.  He goes on to salute the servant as good and faithful, an expression that approves both his character and his diligence; he had been all that the master expected.  The master goes on to develop the thought of faithfulness.  He says the servant has been faithful over a few things.  Clearly Jesus wants His hearers to understand that the master was a very rich man.  While we do not know exactly how much five talents were worth in our money, it seems clear that it was a considerable sum.  But the master can speak of it as no more than a few things.  Now that the servant has proved himself in what the master regards as a comparatively lowly piece of service, further doors of opportunity will be opened to him.  I will appoint you over many things indicates that the faithful servant will be rewarded with a position that will give him more scope for the use of the abilities that he has shown he possesses.  Once again Jesus is teaching that the reward for good work is the opportunity of doing further work.  Enter the joy of your master may be understood in the sense ‘share your master’s joy.’  Whether that is the way to take it or not, it clearly means that the servant has received the warm approval of his master and that his future is one in which joy will be prominent.”


f.  “This praise outranks all the flattery and honor the world may bestow.  The ‘joy of your Lord’ is the reality of the heavenly joy of Christ Himself.”
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