John 1:1
Matthew 25:2



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural cardinal adjective PENTE with the preposition EK plus the ablative of the whole from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “five of them.”  Next we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being.


The active voice indicates that the five virgins produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective MWROS, meaning “foolish.”  We get the English word ‘moron’ from this Greek word.

“Now five of them were foolish”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural cardinal adjective PENTE, meaning “five.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [were].”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective PHRONIMOS, which means “wise.”

“and five [were] wise.”
Mt 25:2 corrected translation
“Now five of them were foolish and five [were] wise.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now five of them were foolish”

a.  Jesus continues the parable of the ten virgins and the wedding feast with a description of the ten virgins.  He notes that half of them (five) were foolish.  He will describe in a moment what this foolishness consisted of (lack of olive oil in their lamps).


b.  The use of the word ‘foolish’ indicates the nature of the unbeliever.  We know this from other Scriptures, which define the fool as an unbeliever.



(1)  Mt 5:22, “However, I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be guilty before the court.  And whoever says to his brother, ‘Idiot,’ will be guilty before the Sanhedrin.  And whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be liable to the Gehenna of fire.”



(2)  Lk 12:20, “But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your soul is required of you; and [now] who will own what you have prepared?’”



(3)  Ps 14:1; 53:1, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”



(4)  Rom 1:21-22, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.”


c.  Five of these virgins (young women) were unbelievers, and as such will not gain entry into the kingdom of God—the wedding feast of the Lamb.

2.  “and five [were] wise.”

a.  The other five young women (virgins) were wise, that is, they were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, including belief in His return at some point in the future.


b.  The wise being believers is also described in Scripture:



(1)  Prov 8.


(2)  Mt 7:24, “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and does them, will be compared to a wise man, who built his house on a rock.”



(3)  Mt 24:45, “Consequently, who is the faithful and wise slave, whom the master put in charge over his household slaves, to give them their food at the right time?”



(4)  Eph 5:15, “Therefore, consider and pay attention to how accurately [conscientiously] you must walk, not as unwise but as wise,”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “There appears to be no particular significance to the fact that the same number were in each group; it seems to be no more than a convenient division.  The important thing is that some of them were foolish, and some were sensible.  (Matthew has an interest in people who behaved foolishly, and he has half the occurrences of the adjective foolish in the New Testament. But he is also interested in the sensible, and interestingly he also has exactly half the New Testament occurrences of this word.)  Jesus sets the scene with a wedding procession in prospect and a group of girls waiting to take part in it with torches for the procession, and the information that some of them were more stupid than the others.”


b.  “Some were senseless and some were sensible before either did a thing, and already that, or really that, decided the fate of each group.  The figures ‘five’ have no further symbolical significance.”
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