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 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular adjective POLUS and the noun CHRONOS, meaning “after a long time.”  Next we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the master of the slaves) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun DOULOS plus the adjective EKEINOS, which means “the master of those slaves.”

“Then after a long time the master of those slaves came”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative of the verb SUNAIRW, which means “to settle an account.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the master produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, which means “a thing; a matter; the account.”  Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “with them.”

“and settled the account with them.”
Mt 25:19 corrected translation
“Then after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled the account with them.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then after a long time the master of those slaves came”

a.  Jesus continues the parable of the talents with what happened upon the return of the master from his long journey.  Jesus emphasizes the fact that the master’s (His) journey took a long time.  We know now that it has been almost 2000 years long.  And as far as we know, it could be another 2000 years before the resurrection (rapture) of the Church, which signals the beginning of the return from our Lord’s long journey.


b.  The ‘master of those slaves’ is analogous in the parable to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  His sojourn right now is at the right hand of God the Father.  At an unknown time in the future God the Father is going to send Him back to get His bride (all Church Age believers), who will meet Him in the air and return with Him to heaven for the seven years of the Tribulation, which begin with the resurrection of the Church.  The bride will be evaluated and prepared in heaven for her return with the Groom at His second advent, at which time the Lord will settle accounts with all the people of the earth, who lived on earth during the seven years of the Tribulation.

2.  “and settled the account with them.”

a.  Settling the account is a word picture for the judgment of all believers and unbelievers after the Lord’s second advent and disposal of Satan and the fallen angels in the compartment of Hades, called ‘the Abyss’.


b.  The settling of accounts involves two groups: believers and unbelievers.  The slaves who doubled the money given to them to invest are believers and judged positively.  The slave who buried his talent is an unbeliever and is judged negatively.


c.  Every person who is alive at the second advent of Jesus will have to account for their actions during the Tribulation—did they believe in Jesus or not?  Did they believe the witness of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists?  Did they believe the witness of the two great prophets of Rev 11 for three and one-half years?  Did they believe the witness of other believers?


d.  Notice that in the parable the master will deal with each slave individually.  Each person is individually and personally responsible for their own faith in Christ.  They will not be able to blame their unbelief of Satan or any fallen angel or any other person (such as the Antichrist or False Prophet of Israel).  Each person will answer for themselves personally to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Believers are ushered into the kingdom, while unbelievers are ushered into Hades.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The three servants fell into two categories: faithful and unfaithful.  The faithful servants took their talents and put them to work for their Lord.  The unfaithful servant hid his talent in the earth.  Instead of using his opportunities, he buried them!  He did not purposely do evil. But by doing nothing, he was committing sin and robbing his Lord of service and increase.”


b.  “The fact that the slave who received one talent did not put it out to earn interest affirms his lack of faith in Jesus Christ; i.e., he had not exercised saving faith, so could not respond with the acts of faith of a believer.”


c.  “The ‘long time’ of verse 19 matches the ‘delay’ motif of the previous two parables.  Later Christian theology would naturally see in this interval the delay of the return of Christ, but in the context in which Jesus first uttered these words, His disciples would have thought first of all of the delay of God’s coming to bring the Day of the Lord.”


d.  “The period of the master’s absence is not specified, but it was a long time; it was this that enabled the first two servants to increase their capital by 100 percent.  The master then comes and settles accounts with them.  The day of reckoning had come.”
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