John 1:1
Matthew 25:17



 is the adverb of manner (comparison) HWSAUTWS, which means “Likewise; in a similar manner.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO plus the accusative neuter plural article TA plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “the two” and referring to the “[talents].”  The first article HO points back to the articular present active participle of the verb LAMBANW, meaning “to receive: [having received].”  The Greeks knew that the article was pointing back to the previous participle, and therefore, did not need to restate this.  So they deliberately leave the participle out as being redundant.  For the sake of clarity translators need to include it in brackets to indicate the word is implied, but not actually in the text.

“Likewise the one [having received] the two [talents]”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb KERDAINW, which means “to gain: gained.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the slave having received two talents produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective ALLOS plus the cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “another two.”

“gained another two.”
Mt 25:17 corrected translation
“Likewise the one [having received] the two [talents] gained another two.”
Explanation:
1.  “Likewise the one [having received] the two [talents]”

a.  Jesus continues the parable of the talents by comparing the action of the slave having received two talents with the slave having received five talents.


b.  This second slave is compared to the first slave in that he made the most of the opportunity he was given.  He was given the responsibility over less than half of what was given to the first slave, yet he also made a profit on his investment.  He also risked his life and his owner’s fortune to make a profit for his master.


c.  The point of this second example is that he was just as faithful and trustworthy as the first slave, yet could only do so much with the abilities he had to work with.  A common sense principle applies here—work within your limitations; don’t try to do more than you are capable of doing well.  Do the best you can, but stay within your limitations for success.  This slave was not greedy to gain more than he was capable of successfully achieving.

2.  “gained another two.”

a.  This slave gained another two talents.  Like the previous slave he doubled what was entrusted to him.  He didn’t try to triple his investment or take an even higher risk, but did the best he could within the limitation he was given (the amount of money he had to work with).


b.  Doubling any investment is a great success, and the master will have the exact same praise and reward for this slave as he has for the first slave.  This slave is not criticized for not making more from his investing, but rewarded for doing the best he could with the opportunity given to him.


c.  The application for us is easy to see.  God gives us a certain opportunity to work for Him as ambassadors for Christ, and we make the most of this opportunity by what we do with our spiritual life.  Do we make the most of learning the word of God and applying the principles of the word of God to our daily life?  Do we make the most of evangelistic opportunities?  Do we make the most of our opportunities to use our spiritual gift(s)?  Do we obey the will of God in all the occasions that offer themselves to us?  Do we used whatever ‘talents’ we have been given by the Lord to execute His will, plan, and purpose for our lives?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The talents represent opportunities to use our abilities.  If five talents were given to a person with minimal ability, he would be destroyed by the heavy responsibility.  But if only one talent were given to a man of great ability, he would be disgraced and degraded.  God assigns work and opportunity according to ability.”


b.  “Note that Jesus gives opportunities to each person according to his ability; this is important for it stresses the differing abilities of the individual slaves (Christians) and that the opportunities which Christ gives us for service are in proportion to our abilities.”


c.  “The first two servants go to work at once, and each earns a hundred-percent yield on his investments.”


d.  “The second servant was also a diligent worker, and he likewise doubled his original capital.  He gained but two talents, but then his base was narrower than that of his colleague who had gained five.  Both had done well; both had doubled the amount entrusted to them.”


e.  “The point of the parable is the faithfulness of the slaves.  The question of degrees of faithfulness is not treated in this parable.”
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