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

 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the second person plural present active imperative of the verb GRĒGOREW, which means “to be alert; to watch out; to be awake.”


The present tense is a customary and durative present, which describes what is reasonably expected to be a continuous action.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Therefore, be alert,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of not knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct objects from the feminine singular article and nouns HĒMERA and HWRA with the coordinating negative conjunction OUDE, meaning, “the day nor the hour.”

“because you do not know the day nor the hour.”
Mt 25:13 corrected translation
“Therefore, be alert, because you do not know the day nor the hour.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, be alert,”

a.  Matthew concludes this portion of his narrative with a one-line commentary on the parable by the Lord.  The word “Therefore” introduces a conclusion and consequence based on all that has been previously said in this chapter.  Since the kingdom of heaven will be like what has just been described in this illustration, the Lord gives a simple command, so people will do what God expects and wants for their own benefit.


b.  The command is simple, direct, and to the point.  It is not a command to wake up, but a command to be alert.  Other parables illustrate the point of being awake.  This parable makes the point of being alert and ready.  The foolish virgins problem was not that they fell asleep (so did the wise virgins), but that they were not prepared for what was coming.


c.  Unbelievers need to be alert to the coming judgment of those who refuse to believe in Jesus.  Their alertness is designed to deliver them from the judgment of not being known by Christ.  Believers need to be alert to the coming deliverance of the Lord, so they will not be afraid, worry, or become discouraged.  They are to look for and pray for the coming of the Lord, in order to celebrate their deliverance with Him.


d.  Everyone has good reasons to be alert for the coming of the Lord.  Satan and his minions will do everything they can to lull people into thinking, “Where is the promise of His coming?”

2.  “because you do not know the day nor the hour.”

a.  Finally, the Lord Jesus gives the reason for the command to be alert—we do not know the day nor the hour, when God the Father will trigger the events that signal the beginning of the coming of the second advent of our Lord.


b.  The event that triggers the beginning of the end of the Jewish Age is the resurrection of the Church.  No one know the day this will occur or the hour this will occur.  Believers are to be alert and prepared for this event by doing what God expects of them at all times.  Unbelievers are to be alert and prepared for this by believing in Christ before it is too late.


c.  It is not difficult to calculate the day or hour of the coming of the Lord at the second advent, because it will be a day of supernatural darkness, broken only by the light of His coming.  However, there is not a single hint as to the day or hour of the resurrection of the Church.


d.  This warning has application of all Church Age believers, but the main objects of this warning are the believers and unbelievers of the end of the Jewish Age, those people living during the Tribulation (to whom all the comments of chapter 24 were directed).

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus ended this parable with the warning He had uttered before: Mt 24:42; 25:13.  This does not mean standing on a mountaintop gazing at the heavens (Acts 1:9–11).  It means ‘to stay awake and be alert’ (Mt 26:38–41).”


b.  “Israel in the Tribulation will know that Jesus’ coming is near, but not all will be spiritually prepared for it.  Since the day and hour of His return are unknown, believers in the Tribulation should keep watch, that is, be alert and prepared.”


c.  “The three points of the passage may now be summarized: (1) Like the bridegroom, God may delay his coming longer than people expect; (2) Like the wise bridesmaids, his followers must be prepared for such a delay—discipleship may be more arduous than the novice suspects; (3) Like the foolish bridesmaids, those who do not prepare adequately may discover a point beyond which there is no return—when the end comes it will be too late to undo the damage of neglect.”


d.  “Jesus hammers home the lesson of it all.  He employs a verb He has used twice before (Mt 24:42, 43).  And he repeats that His hearers know neither the day nor the hour (Mt 24:36, 38, 44, and 50).  It is a condition of life here on earth that we cannot know how long it will last, and it is similarly a condition of life in the kingdom of God that we cannot know when that kingdom will be consummated here on earth.”
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