John 1:1
Matthew 24:8



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “all these things.”

“However, all these things”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ARCHĒ, meaning “the beginning.”  Then we have the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the feminine plural noun WDIN, meaning “of birth-pains.”  The subject nominative and predicate nominative without a verb indicate the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”

“[are] the beginning of birth-pains.”
Mt 24:8 corrected translation
“However, all these things [are] the beginning of birth-pains.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, all these things”

a.  In contrast to what Jesus has just described for the disciples, these things are just the beginning of the end of the Jewish Age.


b.  The subject “these things” refers back to: the many who will claim to be the real Messiah; the wars and rumors of wars; the rising up of nation against nation and kingdom against kingdom; the famines and earthquakes in various places.

2.  “[are] the beginning of birth-pains.”

a.  These things are the beginning of the signs of Christ’s return at His second advent.  They are compared to the intense pain that a woman has in giving birth.  But they are only the beginning of that pain.


b.  These births pains are described in more detail in Rev 6:2-17:

Rev 6:2, “And then I looked, and behold, [there was] a white horse, and the one sitting on it [the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] had a bow [military capability] and a crown [dictatorship] was given to him.  In fact he went out for the purpose of conquering, that is, in order that he might conquer.”

Rev 6:3, “And when He opened the second seal, I heard the second living being saying, ‘Go’.”

Rev 6:4, “And then another, a fiery red horse went out, and to the one sitting on it [authority] was given to him to take peace from the earth, that is, in order that they will slaughter each other; in fact, a great sword was given to him.”

Rev 6:5, “And when He opened the third seal, I heard the third living being saying, ‘Go’.  And then I looked, and behold, [there was] a black horse; and the one sitting on it had a scale in his hand.”
Rev 6:6, “And then I heard as it were a voice in the middle of the four living beings, saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a day’s wages and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, but do not damage the olive oil and wine’.”
Rev 6:7, “And when He opened the fourth seal, I heard the fourth living being saying, ‘Go’.”

Rev 6:8, “Then I looked, and behold, [there was] a grey horse, and the one sitting on it, his name [was] ‘Death’.  In fact Hades was following along with him.  Furthermore, authority was given to them over a fourth of the [population of the] earth, to kill with the sword [warfare] and with famine and with fatal illness and by the wild animals of the earth.”

Rev 6:9, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God, that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.”

Rev 6:10, “Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’”

Rev 6:11, “And then a white robe [uniform of glory] was given to each one of them, and they were told that they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”

Rev 6:12, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.”

Rev 6:13, “And meteors from heaven fell into the earth, like a fig tree drops its unripe figs when being shaken by a great wind.”

Rev 6:14, “Furthermore the atmosphere disappeared like a scroll when it is being rolled up; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.”

Rev 6:15, “And then the kings of the earth and the nobility and military commanders and the rich and the powerful and every slave and freeman [working classes] hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;”

Rev 6:16, “and they said to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him Who sits on the throne [the Father], and from the wrath of the Lamb [Jesus Christ];’”

Rev 6:17, “because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”


c.  The thing that is about to be birthed is the millennial kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Before the joy of the inauguration of the kingdom of God on earth, the earth and people of the earth must go through the pains associated with that ‘birth’.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “As a pregnant woman’s birth pains indicate that her child will soon be born, so these universal conflicts and catastrophes will mean the end of this interadvent [the period of time between the two advents of Christ] Age is near.”


b.  “Like a woman’s contractions before her labor and delivery, these preliminary events remind one of the nearness and inevitability of Christ’s return.  Birth pangs were in fact a common Jewish metaphor to refer to an indeterminate period of distress leading up to the end of this age (e.g., 1 Enoch 62:4; 2 Esdr 4:42; Ps 18:14).  Yet in spite of all these disasters and difficulties, Christians [this writer assumes these things are pre-Tribulational rather than during the Tribulation] must not be alarmed; the end is still to come.”


c.  “Jesus places the happenings of which He has been speaking in their proper place in the scheme of the last things.  All these things is comprehensive; the totality of the tumults and troubles does not mean simply an especially disastrous period in the history of the race.  It means the beginning of the process that will usher in the final state of affairs; it is the beginning of birth pangs.  Among the Jews there was a widespread expectation that before the Messiah came to set up the kingdom of God in a form that would last forever there would be trouble on the largest possible scale.  The powers of evil will not give up without a struggle, and thus there will be disaster after disaster.  Jesus is pointing to this period which was so widely expected and speaking of it in traditional language.”


d.  “Much severer pains and writhings must be added before the new heavenly eon comes to full birth.  Jesus adopts the term which was used by the rabbis to designate the sufferings and woes which they thought were to precede the Messiah’s coming.  All these tribulations would bring forth the new era (the millennium).”
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