John 1:1
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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised up.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that a nation will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ETHNOS, which means “a nation.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship (opposition)
 from the neuter singular noun ETHNOS, meaning “against nation.”

“For nation will be raised up against nation”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, meaning “kingdom.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship (opposition) from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, meaning “against kingdom.”

“and kingdom against kingdom”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the state of being/situation being described) will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from two masculine plural nouns: LIMOS, meaning “famines;” and SEISMOS, meaning “earthquakes.”  The two words are joined by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of measure (distribution) from the masculine plural noun TOPOS, meaning “in various places.”

“and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.”
Mt 24:7 corrected translation
“For nation will be raised up against nation and kingdom against kingdom and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.”
Mk 13:8, “For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in place after place; there will be famines.  These things [are] the beginning of birth-pains.”

Lk 21:10-11, “Then He continued saying to them, ‘Nation will be raised up against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be great earthquakes and in place after place famines and diseases; and there will be fearful events and great signs from heaven.’”

Explanation:
1.  “For nation will be raised up against nation”

a.  The Lord continues His prophetic teaching with a further explanation of his comment about ‘wars and rumors of wars’.


b.  The Greek noun ETHNOS is used to describe three things in the New Testament: people, nations, and Gentiles.  Here the first meaning applies, because the next clause (kingdom against kingdom) refers to nations by another name.  People will rise up against people; for example, anti-Semitism is often a people against people issue.  The verb ‘to rise up’ is a word picture for attacking other people.  People will violently seek to kill others both individually and collectively.  Radical Islamic terrorism is an example of people rising up against people.  This is an example of one ethnic and/or religious group rising up to attack another ethnic or religious group.  Protestants against Catholics in the 1500-1600s is another example of this.


c.  The passive voice is critical in understanding that people and nations are influenced, motivated, agitated by some outside agency to produce the action.  The outside agent is Satan.  People and nations receive the motivation to rise up against one another from the master manipulator of war—the Prince of Darkness, who was a murderer from the beginning.

2.  “and kingdom against kingdom”

a.  The word kingdom is a synonym for the word nation.  In addition to one ethnic group of people being against another ethnic or religious group of people, nations rise up against other nations in both hot and cold wars.


b.  World wars are an example of nations rising up against nations.  The cold war between Russia and the United States from 1950-1980 is another example.


c.  During the Tribulation there will be four great kingdoms that go to war against each other and against Israel—the king of the North, king of the South, king of the West, and the kings of the East (a confederation of Oriental peoples).

3.  “and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.”

a.  Jesus then adds that there will also be famines and earthquakes in various places around the world.  These are all warning signs that the end of the Jewish Age is coming and Jesus is about to return at His second advent.


b.  There was a great famine throughout the Roman Empire in 46/47 A.D. prior to the fall of Jerusalem and mentioned in Acts 11:28, “And after one of them named Agabus stood up, he began to indicate by the Spirit that there is about to be a great famine over the whole world, which took place in the reign of Claudius.”  Famines are mentioned during the Tribulation in Rev 6:7-8, “And when He opened the fourth seal, I heard the fourth living being saying, ‘Go’.  Then I looked, and behold, [there was] a grey horse, and the one sitting on it, his name [was] ‘Death’.  In fact Hades was following along with him.  Furthermore, authority was given to them over a fourth of the [population of the] earth, to kill with the sword [warfare] and with famine and with fatal illness and by the wild animals of the earth.”


c.  Earthquakes are mentioned in:



(1)  Rev 6:12, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.”



(2)  Rev 8:5, “And then the angel took the incense censer and he filled it with the fire from the altar and he threw [it] to the earth; and then peals of thunder and noises and flashes of lightning and an earthquake occurred.”



(3)  Rev 11:13, “And within that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell.  And seven thousand people of mankind were killed by means of the earthquake, and the others [survivors] were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.”



(4)  Rev 11:19, “And then the temple of God which is in the heaven was opened.  And the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple.  And then there occurred flashes of lightning and noises and peals of thunders and an earthquake and a great hailstorm.”



(5)  Rev 16:18, “And then there were lightnings and noises and thunders; also there was a great earthquake, such as has not occurred since mankind began to be on the earth, so great an earthquake, so large [extensive, powerful, and intense].”


d.  Hot wars, cold wars, people fighting people and nations fighting nations, as well as famines and earthquakes are all signs of the fall of Jerusalem and of the end of the Jewish Age and return of the Messiah in His second advent.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “War and famine usually go together.”


b.  “Unusual disturbances in nature include famine (Rev 6:5–6; the third seal) and earthquakes (Rev 6:12–14; the sixth seal).”


c.  “Famines and pestilences are a natural consequence of war, but Rev 6:6 paints a scene of astronomical food costs, of a day’s rations for a single man costing a day’s wages.”


d.  “Famines and earthquakes typify natural disasters that will often make people wonder if the end is near, but nothing may be deduced from them.”


e.  “The strife will be on the grand scale, nation against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  It may be that this means no more than that there will be the normal conflicts of interest that through the centuries have led to war after war.  But it is also possible that the passive, will be raised up, is significant and points to forces at work beyond the control of the nations.  This is certainly the case when we move to famines and to earthquakes.  Famines were beyond the control of kings, as, of course, were earthquakes.  But these form part of the general unsettlement that will characterize the end time.  In many places means that the disasters in question will be widespread.”


f.  “More of these manifestations will occur, not always consecutively but often concurrently and simultaneously.”
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