John 1:1
Matthew 24:6



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Furthermore.”  With this we have the second person plural future active indicative of the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to; you are going.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that believers in the future are going to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the present active infinitive of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear about.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what will occur at that future time.


The active voice indicates that believers in the future will produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb MELLW.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun POLEMOS, meaning “wars,” followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun AKOĒ with the genitive of identity from the masculine plural noun POLEMOS, meaning “rumors of wars.”

“Furthermore you are going to hear about wars and rumors of wars;”
 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb HORAW, which means “to see,” but in the imperative mood it means “see to it.”


The present tense is a durative present, which means to produce the action now and in the future.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present passive imperative of the verb THROEW, which means “to be alarmed.”


The present tense is a durative present, expecting the action to take place now and in the future.


The passive voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“see that you are not alarmed;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb DEI, which means “to be necessary.”


The present tense is a static present for a state of being that permanently exists.


The active voice indicates that this situation produces the state of being necessary.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the aorist deponent middle infinitive of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be; to happen, occur or take place.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (these things/events) producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which allows the addition of the word “that” in the translation, showing purpose.

There is no subject stated for this verbal infinitive, which English grammar requires us to supply; thus the addition of the subject “[these things].

“for it is necessary that [these things] take place,”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the temporal adverb OUPW, which means “not yet.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at that state of being in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the end of the Jewish Age produces the state of being not yet finished.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, which means “the end.”

“but the end is not yet.”
Mt 24:6 corrected translation
“Furthermore you are going to hear about wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; for it is necessary that [these things] take place, but the end is not yet.”
Mk 13:7, “Now when you hear about wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; this must take place; but [it is] not yet the end.”

Lk 21:9, “However, when you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for it is necessary that these things take place first, but [this is] not immediately the end.”

Rev 6:3-4, “And when He opened the second seal, I heard the second living being saying, ‘Go’.  And then another, a fiery red horse went out, and to the one sitting on it [authority] was given to him to take peace from the earth; that is, in order that they will slaughter each other; in fact, a great sword was given to him.”

Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore you are going to hear about wars and rumors of wars;”

a.  Jesus continues answering the disciples’ question on the Mount of Olives regarding when the future destruction of Israel will take place and what will be the sign of His coming, and of the end of the age.  In addition to the many false messiahs that will deceive many people, the disciples (and other believers) are going to hear about wars and rumors of wars.


b.  The near fulfillment of hearing about wars was the period of Jewish history from Pentecost until the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  The far fulfillment of this prophecy will occur during the Tribulation.  The word “wars” refers to ‘hot wars’, where people and nations are actually killing each other.  The phrase “rumors of wars” refers to the constant threat of war like the period of cold war between Russia and the United States.  In other words actual wars or the threat of war will be a constant occurrence for the rest of the Jewish Age.  The existence and threat of war will reach its peak in history during the Tribulation.  In fact Satan’s attack on the population of the earth will be massive with the release of 200 million demons from their imprisonment in the Abyss for the purpose of killing a third of the people living during the Tribulation, Rev 9:15-16, “And then the four angels [demon commanders], who had been kept in readiness for this hour and day and month and year, were released, in order that they might kill one-third of mankind.  In fact, the number of the armies of cavalry [is] two hundred million; I heard their number.”

2.  “see that you are not alarmed;”

a.  The disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ statement about constant wars and rumors of wars undoubtedly shocked them.  And their reaction did not go unnoticed by Jesus.  He immediately tells them not to alarmed by what He is saying.


b.  They should not be shocked that people are constantly at war with each other.  There have been constant attacks against the Jews from the day they left Egypt and Pharaoh’s army tried to destroy them in the Red Sea.  They have rarely had peace in their time due to the satanic anti-Semitism that plagues Israel.


c.  However, Jewish believers are not to be alarmed by the wars and rumors of wars against them; for the Lord Jesus Christ is their shield and fights for them.

3.  “for it is necessary that [these things] take place,”

a.  The Lord then explains why the disciples and all future believers should not be alarmed by the constant hot and cold wars.  It is absolutely necessary in the plan of God that these hot and cold wars take place.  Why?  To resolve the angelic conflict.


b.  Satan has been condemned by God to the lake of fire.  Satan objects to this sentence and has appealed his case, saying that God made him like he is with no free will.  God counters to prove that Satan has free will by permitting him the freedom to use his free will to rule the world.  As a function of Satan’s free will and the free will of man, Satan discovers that he cannot control himself or man, and in his frustration instigates such hatred on earth that people kill people in mass.  This is especially true of the anti-Semitic attacks on Israel, which reach their peak during the last half of the Tribulation.


c.  It is necessary for God to prove that Satan has free will and has been allowed the freedom to use his free will (up to a certain point) in order to disprove Satan’s appeal in the Supreme Court of Heaven.  Therefore, Satan is allowed to motivate man to go to war and keep making the threat of going to war to show that Satan has free will and uses that free will for evil in everything he does.


d.  Wars are also necessary to exterminate evil nations that rise up from time to time.  World War I and II are good examples of hot wars, and Russia and China tensions with the United States are examples of cold wars.


e.  Jesus Christ controls history; therefore, it is necessary that wars and rumors of wars take place.

4.  “but the end is not yet.”

a.  With a strong adversative conjunction Jesus halts the current thought process and declares that the end of Jewish history does not occur with hot and cold wars.  Jewish history did not end with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. or with the second Jewish revolt against Rome in 135 A.D.  Nor will the Church Age end with wars and rumors of wars, but with the resurrection of the Church in a twinkling of an eye (a nanosecond; a flash of light).  The Jewish Age will end with the Lord’s destruction of the armies invading Israel, but Israel does not end; for the second advent of Christ begins the fulfillment of all God’s promises to the people and nation of Israel.


b.  Wars and rumors of wars will cease during the thousand-year kingdom of our Lord on earth.  Satan and all demons will be imprisoned in the Abyss.  Man will not learn war or make war.  There will be no rumors of war.  The final war on earth will come after the thousand-year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ with the release of Satan from his prison and his formation of an army of unbelievers that rise up against the rule of Jesus.  This revolt, called the Gog/Magog revolution will be put down by Christ as the final war to end all wars.


c.  There will be wars and rumors of wars in the rest of the Church Age and during the Tribulation, because Satan is the ruler of this world and the master motivator of wars.  But Jesus is coming back to end the great war at the end of the Tribulation and will put down the final rebellion of Satan.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Note that wars are not a sign of the end.  There have always been wars in the world, and will be until the very end.  Wars of themselves do not announce the end of the age or the coming of the Lord.”


b.  “Rev 6:3–4; the second seal is warfare in which nations will rise up against each other on a global scale.”


c.  “‘Rumors of war’ means ‘rumors about the imminence of wars.’  Nation against nation and kingdom against kingdom suggests civil wars as well as external (international) wars.  Interestingly, there is no mention of alliances, so this may be simply a lot of little wars; but the tempo of the verse suggests there will be an escalating number of these wars.  These are a sample of the conditions which the world at large will face in the Tribulation.”


d.  “Wars and rumors of wars will abound.  ‘Rumors’ are, more literally, unconfirmed reports, which may or may not be true.  Rev 16:16 and 19:17–19 describe the climactic gathering of God’s enemies for the final battle against His people just before the time of Christ’s return.  But in Rev 19:20–20:3, Jesus physically returns to earth and prevents those armies from inflicting any casualties on His supporters.  No other war prior to this in all human history has any special claim over against any other war as pointing to the time of Christ’s return.  International hostility and enmity, including but apparently not limited to actual warfare, will also be common (Mt 24:7a).”


e.  “Those difficult days will see wars and rumors of wars, but apparently Jesus’ followers will not be caught up in these conflicts [Christians fled Jerusalem at the start of the Jewish war against Rome in 66 A.D.]; for He says only that they will hear of them.  The rumors point to a very disturbed populace; even when there is no actual conflict people will still be talking as though hostilities were occurring.  In those troubled times Jesus’ followers are to see to it that they are not troubled.   In an atmosphere created by the horrors of war and abuzz with rumors of more wars it is easy to be worried and thrown off balance.  Jesus is telling His followers that they must not let themselves be caught up in the general disquiet; they are to be sure that they are not gripped by the panic that will take a firm hold on other people.  They have one thing going for them that the general public has not: they know that God is over all and that His purpose will in the end be worked out.  This is the significance of it is necessary.  Although in a time when people are caught up in war and when other wars are rumored it seems that evil is in control, this is illusory.  God is in control, and all apparent triumphs of wrong will in the end be seen to fit into His perfect plan.  The wars and the like of which Jesus speaks are events that must happen, but they do not mean the end of all things.  That end will take place in the way and time that God wills, but the conflicts of which Jesus speaks are no more than part of the preliminaries.”
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