John 1:1
Matthew 24:51



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb DICHOTOMEW, which means “to cut in two.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master of the house will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him.”

“and will cut him in two”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object form the neuter singular article and noun MEROS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his place/part/share.”
  Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural article and noun HUPOKRITĒS, meaning “with the hypocrites.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative of the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place; to assign.”
  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.

“and will assign his place with the hypocrites;”
 is the adverb of place EKEI, which means “there,” followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (weeping and gnashing of teeth) producing the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KLAUTHMOS, which means “weeping,” followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun BRUGMOS, which means “gnashing.”  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ODOUS, meaning “of teeth.”

“weeping and gnashing of teeth will be there.”
Mt 24:51 corrected translation
“and will cut him in two and will assign his place with the hypocrites; weeping and gnashing of teeth will be there.”
Lk 12:46, “the master of that slave will arrive on a day which he does not expect and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and will arrange for his place with the unbelievers.”
Mt 8:12, “however, the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into extreme darkness; in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’”

Explanation:
1.  “and will cut him in two”

a.  This verse is the continuation and completion of the sentence begun in verse 48.  The entire sentence now reads: “However, if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master fails to come for a long time,’ and begins to beat his fellow-slaves, yet eats and drinks with those who get drunk, the master of that slave will come in a day which he is not waiting for and in an hour which he does not know, and will cut him in two and will assign his place with the hypocrites; weeping and gnashing of teeth will be there.”


b.  This prophecy is literal [it is a literal death sentence] and metaphorical [the means of death is by the spoken word of God].  The evil slave will receive a death sentence and will be have it administered by the Lord Jesus Christ personally.  Jesus Christ comes back in judgment of the world and will literally kill every unbeliever on earth by the sword that come out of His mouth, that is, by the word of God.  Jesus will speak and the unbeliever will die.



(1)  Mt 10:34, “Stop thinking that I have come to bring peace on the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”



(2)  Eph 6:17, “and grasp the helmet of deliverance and the sword from the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  



(3)  Rev 1:16, “and He has seven stars [pastors] in His right hand, and a sharp double-edged broadsword came out of His mouth;”



(4)  Rev 2:16, “Therefore, change your mind.  Otherwise, I am coming to you quickly.  In fact, I will make war against them [believers who compromised with paganism] with the broadsword of My mouth.”



(5)  Rev 19:15a, “Furthermore a sharp broadsword proceeds from His mouth, in order that with it He might strike the nations.”



(6)  Rev 19:21, “And then the rest were killed with the broadsword which came out of the mouth of the One who sat on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their corpses.”


c.  There is a picture of this judgment in 2 Sam 12:29, 31, “So David gathered all the people and went to Rabbah, fought against it and captured it.   …He also brought out the people who were in it, and set them under saws, sharp iron instruments, and iron axes,…  And thus he did to all the cities of the sons of Ammon.  Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.”  This is repeated in 1 Chr 20:3.

2.  “and assign his place with the hypocrites;”

a.  After the death of the unbeliever, he/she is assigned to place in Hades with the rest of the hypocrites (those who professed to know God or have a relationship with God, but refused to believe in Christ; Lk 12:46 ‘hypocrites’=unbelievers).  Many unbelievers say they believe in God, whomever that ‘god’ may be, but they refuse to believe in Jesus as the Christ and the one and only God.  They believe in ‘God’ by other names, but refuse to believe that salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.  Thus these unbelievers are hypocrites.


b.  The place all unbelievers are assigned to is the compartment of Hades, called “Torments.”  This compartment of Hades is mentioned in the story of Lazarus and the rich man, Lk 16:20-23, “Now a certain poor man named Lazarus had been laid at his gate, being covered with sores, and longing to be fed from the things which were falling from the table of the rich man; yet even the dogs who kept coming were licking his sores.  Now it came to pass that the poor man died and he was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s Place of Honor.  Then the rich man also died and was buried.  And in Hades, after lifting up his eyes, being in Torments, he sees Abraham from faraway and Lazarus near his breasts.”

3.  “weeping and gnashing of teeth will be there.”

a.  This phrase is always used to denote the compartment of Hades prepared for all unbelievers of history after their death.  It is a place of total, permanent frustration and sorrow.  They will have the ultimate in eternal sadness, knowing that there is no escape and that they are still facing the lake of fire in the future.  No amount of weeping can help them.  There is nothing they can do, which is frustrating beyond our imagination.  The bitterness of knowing that they had so many chances to believe in Christ, but refused to do so will result in overwhelming sadness, grief, mental anguish and frustration, which is exhibited by gnashing of teeth.


b.  This same description is found in:



(1)  Mt 8:12, “however, the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into extreme darkness; in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’”



(2)  Lk 13:28, “In that place there will be crying and grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, however, you being thrown out.”



(3)  Mt 13:42, “and will throw them into the furnace of fire; crying and grinding of teeth will exist there.”



(4)  Mt 13:50, “and will throw them into the furnace of fire; crying and grinding of teeth will exist there.”



(5)  Mt 22:13, “Then the king said to the servants, ‘After binding his feet and hands, throw him into the extreme darkness; in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’”



(6)  Mt 25:30, “And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “But the judgment will come and he will be dealt with as one would deal with a hypocrite, which is precisely what an unfaithful servant is.  His separation will result in eternal judgment apart from his master.  Likewise the judgment of the wicked at the Lord’s second coming will separate them eternally from God.”


b.  “Judgment for them will hold only the prospect of Hell (weeping and gnashing of teeth is always used by Scripture as a description of Hell), so the unjust slave, identified by his unspiritual behavior and demeanor on earth as an unbeliever, will be cast into Hell.  The point is, neither masquerading as a Christian nor closeness to the Church will protect anyone from judgment.”


c.  “Those who prove unfaithful stewards [unbelievers] can anticipate eternal damnation.”


d.  “The illustration ends with the unhappy fate of the wicked slave. The master, Jesus says, will cut him in two.  This cannot be meant literally [wrong] (the man is still alive in the next clause [he is alive in Hades]), but clearly it stands for severe punishment.  The master will also put him with the hypocrites (in Lk 12:46 the word is ‘unbelievers).  Jesus has left no doubt that their ultimate fate will be a most unhappy one.  This man who pretended to be a capable overseer of a whole household and who proved to be inefficient and interested only in his own self-indulgence belongs with them.  The wailing and the grinding of teeth is a proverbial expression that Matthew uses quite a number of times, but that is rare elsewhere in the New Testament.  It stands for the anguish and suffering of those who are finally lost (see Mt 8:12).  All those who profess to serve God must accept the truth that that service must be wholehearted and that in due course they will have to give account of themselves to one from whom nothing is hidden.”
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