John 1:1
Matthew 24:50



 is the third person singular future active indicative of the verb HĒKW, which means “to come.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS plus the genitive of relationship (“the master of that slave”) or ablative of rank (“the master over that slave”) from the masculine singular article and noun DOULOS plus the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “the master of that slave.”

“the master of that slave will come”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “in a day.”  Next we have the appositional dative from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, means “which” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative of the verb PROSDOKAW, which means “to wait for.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that time.


The active voice indicates that the slave produces the action of not waiting for that day.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“in a day which he is not waiting for”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HWRA, meaning “in an hour.”  This is followed by the appositional locative from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  Finally, we have the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.

“and in an hour which he does not know,”
Mt 24:50 corrected translation
“the master of that slave will come in a day which he is not waiting for and in an hour which he does not know,”
Explanation:
1.  “the master of that slave will come”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 48.  The sentence thus far reads: “However, if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master fails to come for a long time,’ and begins to beat his fellow-slaves, yet eats and drinks with those who get drunk, the master of that slave will come in a day which he is not waiting for and in an hour which he does not know,…”


b.  The master is analogous to the Lord Jesus Christ who will return to deal with all evil people on earth.  The slave is analogous to the unbeliever.  Being evil suggests that he is and continues to be an unbeliever.  This ‘slave’ is not a slave in the sense Paul used the term in his relationship to the Lord Jesus.  Paul used ‘slave’ to emphasize his total submission to the authority of the Lord.  Jesus uses the word ‘slave’ here to denote a person that owes Him respect and obedience, but refuses to do so.  This evil servant/slave follows the pattern of Satan in his evil.

2.  “in a day which he is not waiting for”

a.  Jesus goes on to say that He will come back or return in a day, time, period of time, which the evil slave is not waiting for.  Believers are waiting for this day/time/period, but unbelievers are not.  They are living their lives, going about their business and paying no attention to God.  Nor do they care about anything God might be doing or will do.  They are preoccupied with the here and now, what they want, what they can get, etc.


b.  This ‘day’ is more than a twenty-four hour period, but also emphasizes a particular twenty-four hour period.  This ‘day’ begins with the resurrection of the Church, which triggers the beginning of the Tribulation.  This ‘day’ also points to a particular ‘day’ midway through the Tribulation.  But this ‘day’ also emphasizes the exact day when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to earth—a day like no other day in history.  The unbeliever is not waiting for any of these days.  The believer eagerly anticipates each of these days for different reasons.

3.  “and in an hour which he does not know,”

a.  The Lord continues with description and warning by noting that the evil unbeliever is not waiting for just a day, but also for an hour that he does not know.  He is ignorant of the day and hour of the Lord’s return.  Remember that it will happen suddenly out of supernatural darkness as the lightning flashes from the East to the West, and every eye shall see Him.


b.  Before the unbeliever realizes what is happening, the Lord Jesus Christ is here, the armies of Satan are vanquished, believers are delivered, and the unbelievers are being gathered for judgment.  They have no time to change their minds about Jesus being their savior.  It is too late for them to change their minds and believe in Jesus.  That chance is over with the coming of the Lord.


c.  The ‘thief’ has come in the watch of the night, which the homeowner did not know, verse 43.


d.  Mt 24:36, “Now concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of the heavens nor the Son, except the Father alone.” 

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This Day of the Lord will catch all unbelievers by surprise and result in judgment for them.  The picture of the slave caught beating his fellow slaves pictures people who delay coming to terms with God in Christ for too long, so that they suddenly find, whether due to His return or due to their own deaths, that it is too late to repent.”


b.  “The slave has not reckoned with the basic fact that inevitably his master will come back.  Jesus speaks of him[self] not simply as the master of all, but as the master of that slave; he had a relationship to the slave who was neglecting his duties.  He will come on a day that he does not expect.  This is emphasized with the addition at an hour that he does not know.  Jesus is underlining the truth that delay does not mean cancellation.  The master may have been away for longer than this particular servant expected, but that did not mean that he would never come back.  The application to the coming of the Son of man is obvious.”
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