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

 is the continuative or additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by third person singular aorist middle subjunctive of the verb ARCHW, which means “to begin.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a possible fact.


The middle voice is an intensive or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject in producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive after the conjunction EAN.

Next we have the present active infinitive of the verb TUPTW, which means “to beat, to strike, to hit.”


The present tense is a descriptive/durative present, describing what is then happening and continuing.


The active voice indicates that the evil slave produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is always used after verbs of beginning to complete their meaning/action.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun SUNDOULOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his fellow-slaves.”

“and begins to beat his fellow-slaves,”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “yet” plus the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb ESTHIEW, which means “to eat.”


The present tense is an iterative/customary present for a repeated, habitual action.


The active voice indicates that the evil slave produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive after EAN.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”  The morphology of the verb is the same.  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural article and present active participle of the verb METHUW, which means “to get drunk.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present.


The active voice indicates that others produce the action of joining the evil slave in getting drunk.


The participle is circumstantial.

“yet eats and drinks with those who get drunk,”
Mt 24:49 corrected translation
“and begins to beat his fellow-slaves, yet eats and drinks with those who get drunk,”
Lk 12:45, “However, if that slave should say in his heart, ‘My master will take a long time to come,’ and begins to beat the male slaves and female slaves, and to eat and to drink and to get drunk,”

Explanation:
1.  “and begins to beat his fellow-slaves,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The sentence thus far reads: However, if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master fails to come for a long time,’ and begins to beat his fellow-slaves, yet eats and drinks with those who get drunk,”


b.  The Lord continues his description of the evil slave by noting his bad behavior and abuse of authority.  The evil slave begins a program of beating his fellow-slaves.  This evil slave has legitimate delegated authority over his fellow-slaves, but he does not have the right to beat or whip them.  He has become nothing more than a violent bully, who has the right and authority to administer punishment for bad behavior, but he is going way beyond the bounds of legitimate punishment.


c.  The ingressive nature of this action tells us this is only the beginning of his evil actions.  The evil beatings are going to continue and grow in intensity.  Abuse of authority is never condoned by God.  Satan is the greatest abuser of authority in all created history.  And this evil slave is following in Satan’s footsteps.

2.  “yet eats and drinks with those who get drunk,”

a.  While abusing his authority on the one hand in one area, in another area of his life this evil slave dives into a pool of self-indulgence.  He becomes a party animal.  He is described in:



(1)  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk in an appropriate manner as in the daytime [the spiritual life], not in gluttonous feasts and drinking parties, not in sexual lasciviousness and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousies.”



(2)  2 Pet 2:13-14, “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  [They are] stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you, having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”



(3)  Lk 21:34, “However, take care for yourselves that your hearts not be weighted down with indulgence in a drinking party and drunkenness and daily life worries, and that day come on you suddenly like a trap;”


b.  This evil slave throws wild, gluttonous, drinking parties, and then celebrates with his friends at their parties.  So there is a never-ending round of parties from one estate to the next; for when a wealthy person threw a party, all other attendees were expected to reciprocate in the future.  Thus there was no end to the festivities.  And in doing so, this evil slave is wasting away the finances of the master’s estate, just as the prodigal son did.


c.  This evil slave sinned against his fellow-slaves and sinned against his own body in gluttony and drunkenness.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “He lived like the world and mistreated his fellow servants.”


b.  “Now we observe the kind of man he is.  Knowing that there is no possibility of being called to account speedily, he begins to act unjustly.  He takes advantage of his temporary superiority to beat his fellow slaves.  They were really on a level with him, his fellows.  But he has temporary authority, and he uses it to inflict punishment on them.  To this strain of cruelty he adds that of self-indulgence and proceeds to eat and drink with drunken fellows.  This speaks of dissoluteness as well as lack of care in discharging his function.”


c.  “Since his lord is gone, he cast off restraint and reveals the inner baseness of his nature, which has only been hidden hitherto.  Instead of attending to the other slaves, he now lords it over them as the tyrant that he is.  He gives rein to the lower passions which he has had to hide while his lord was present.”
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