John 1:1
Matthew 24:48



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the third class conditional conjunction EAN, meaning “if” and it may or may not be true or happen.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb EIPON, which means “to say; to speak.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire potential future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that ‘that evil slave’ might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive following EAN.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective KAKOS plus the noun DOULOS plus the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that evil slave.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in his heart.”

“However, if that evil slave says in his heart,”
 is the third person singular present active indicative of the verb CHRONIZW, which means “to extend a state or an activity beyond an expected time: to take time, linger, fail to come or stay away for a long time.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now going on.


The master of the evil slave produces the action of supposedly failing to come.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “My master.”

““My master fails to come for a long time,””
Mt 24:48 corrected translation
“However, if that evil slave says in his heart, “My master fails to come for a long time,””
Explanation:
1.  “However, if that evil slave says in his heart,”

a.  The Lord Jesus continues with a contrast to the good and faithful slave.  He looks at the other side of the coin and sees an evil slave, whose intentions are for only evil in his thinking continually.


b.  Evil begins in the thinking of the soul.  Satan’s evil began with the thought of being equal to God—the epitome of arrogance.  Thoughts occur in the KARDIA, which the Greeks associated with the heart.  The kidneys were considered the place in the human body where emotions originated.  The heart or thinking is where evil originates.  Just as it says in Jer 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”  Mk 7:21a, “For from within, from the heart of men, the evil thoughts come out:…”


c.  Based upon the punishment this evil slave receives in verse 51, we will see that he is definitely an unbeliever.  This begs the question: ‘Can unbelievers be slaves or servants of God?’  As created beings, all fallen angels were once servants of God before their fall.  In a similar manner, all humans owe a certain amount of loyalty and thanks to their Creator, even though they fail to acknowledge Him or appreciate Him.  Can God use unbelievers to advance His plan?  Most certainly He can and does so often.  So here we have an unbeliever, whom God has given a chance to do the right thing by placing him in a position of authority, and yet this evil servant/slave can only think of the evil things he can attain to benefit himself.
2.  ““My master fails to come for a long time,””

a.  Jesus now gives an example of one of this slave’s evil thoughts.  The slave has many more thoughts than this one, but this particular thought is the thought that starts him down his evil path.


b.  This slave’s master is the Lord Jesus Christ, since He is the member of the Trinity that will return at the Second Advent.  The slave reasons that the master has left and will not return for a long time, suggesting years.  Perhaps he is going on a sightseeing tour throughout the Empire, which would entail travels throughout North Africa, Spain, France, England, Italy, Dalmatia, Macedonia, Greece, Syria, and Arabia.  The idea is that the slave believes the master is going to be gone so long that he can take over permanently.  If the master doesn’t come back after a certain amount of time, the slave will claim ownership of the estate as the property manager.


c.  Therefore, with little threat of the master returning, the evil slave thinks he can do what he wants and begins his mistreatment of others.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “What caused this servant’s downfall? Something went wrong in his heart: He ceased to expect his Lord to return.”


b.  “Church leaders who ignore Jesus’ coming will be the sort who exploit their flock (i.e., their interest in ministry will not be spiritual but material).”


c.  “The alternative is to imagine the day of reckoning as later than it turns out to be so that one acts irresponsibly and wickedly, thinking that plenty of time still remains for repentance.”


d.  “Jesus proceeds to refer to another slave, this one at the opposite pole of character and achievement.  If introduces a hypothetical case; Jesus is not speaking of something that actually happened.  He designates him as that wicked slave, so he lacks the moral fiber of the first slave.  He reasons within himself; this is not what he says to other people, but the thinking that governs his actions.  He does not ask how long the delay will be, but seizes on the fact that he will not have to give account of himself for quite some time.  He acts for all the world as though the delay had somehow removed all possibility that his master would ever come back.”
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