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

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MAKARIOS, meaning “Blessed; Happy.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DOULOS with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as an adjective, meaning “that slave.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”

“Blessed [is] that slave,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that his master produces the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, which precedes the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after coming.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his master.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative of the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that his master will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner; thus; so.”  Finally, we have the accusative masculine singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to do: doing.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The participle is circumstantial.

“whom his master, after coming, will find doing thus.”
Mt 24:46 corrected translation
“Blessed is that slave, whom his master, after coming, will find doing thus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Blessed is that slave,”

a.  The Greek word MAKARIOS has several meanings, which all apply here.  It means “fortunate; happy; blessed; and privileged.”  The person who has believed in Christ will certainly be happy they are not in the lake of fire.  The believer who does the will of God will certainly by blessed by God.  The believer who has all the benefits (sealing, indwell of the Trinity; a unique spiritual life and spiritual gift, the filling of the Spirit, being in union with Christ, etc.) of being the Bride of Christ (all Church Age believers) are clearly fortunate.  And it will certainly be a privilege for any believer to live forever in the eternal state and new heaven and new earth with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.


b.  The word “slave” again refers to the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are all slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He owns us, having paid for our freedom from the slave market of sin with His own spiritual death on the Cross.  Having purchased our freedom from sin, He has every right to demand obedience and loyalty to Him in all things.  Thus we are expected to obey Him willingly by our unconditional love for God and others; thus being imitators of Christ.  And as slaves of the Lord, He is responsible for our care and well being in every area of life.  As slaves we are securely His.  As slaves all our needs are provided for.  As slaves we are fortunate to be blessed, resulting in sharing the happiness of God and having the privilege of glorifying Him in all things.

2.  “whom his master, after coming, will find doing thus.”

a.  The word “whom” refers to the faithful slave who the master finds providing for the needs of the other household slaves.  The master of the house is the one “coming” and this coming refers to the second advent of Christ in this context.  Can this coming apply in principle to the coming of the Lord at the resurrection of the Church?  Yes, of course it can, but the context is still the Second Advent.


b.  The “doing” of the head-slave is the providing of physical food to fellow slaves in the house (the house being analogous to the house of God).  This providing of physical food can be analogous to the providing of spiritual food by the leaders of the assembly of believers.


c.  Therefore, Jesus is instructing all future leaders/teachers of the Church and His representatives during the Tribulation (the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and any other communicators of His word) that the Lord will be looking to see what they are doing at His return.  And if they are doing what they are supposed to be doing, then they will be happy, blessed, fortunate, and privileged.


d.  By application this principle extends to all believers at all times.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “God’s people on earth are called a household (Gal 6:10; Eph 2:19). God has put servants over each household to feed the members.  This suggests to us the local church family with its spiritual leaders.  The purpose of spiritual leadership is that the leaders feed the people, not that the people feed the leaders!”


b.  “The coming of the Lord will be a test of servants.  As the master in Jesus’ story entrusted all his possessions to his servant, so God has entrusted the care of all things in this earth to His servants.  The responses of the servants are indications of their inward conditions.  The Lord wants to find His servants, like the first steward, faithfully carrying out His will.”


c.  “The Parable of the Servants addresses the question of church leaders living and longing for Jesus’ coming.  Those who are faithful to this principle will have proved themselves to be true believers and will be magnificently rewarded with rulership in God’s heavenly Kingdom.”


d.  “Leaders must serve more than rule.  Such people will be ‘blessed’ at the Lord’s return.”


e.  “This slave works at the task committed to him so that whenever the master chooses to come back all will be in order.  When the master comes back and finds him working at the things at which he should be working, then that servant’s lot is blessed.”
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