John 1:1
Matthew 24:45



 is the consequential use of the postpositive conjunction ARA, meaning “Consequently” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who?”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMII, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that some undefined person produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and adjective PISTOS with the noun DOULOS, meaning “the faithful slave.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular adjective PHRONIMOS, meaning “wise, thoughtful, prudent.”

“Consequently, who is the faithful and wise slave,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb KATHISTĒMI, which means “to appoint; to put in charge.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the master produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the master” (in contrast to the word ‘slave’).  Next we have the preposition EPI plus the ablative of rank from the feminine singular article and noun OIKETEIA plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “over his household slaves.”

“whom the master put in charge over his household slaves,”
 is the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the slave put in charge by the master produces the action.


The genitive articular infinitive indicates purpose.  The master puts a wise slave in charge of the rest of the slaves in the household for the purpose of giving them something.

Next we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, which functions as a possessive pronoun (“their”) and noun TROPHĒ, meaning “nourishment; food.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, meaning “at the right time; at the proper time (the same phrase is used in 1 Pet 5:6).”

“to give them their food at the right time?”
Mt 24:45 corrected translation
“Consequently, who is the faithful and wise slave, whom the master put in charge over his household slaves, to give them their food at the right time?”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently, who is the faithful and wise slave”

a.  The Lord is coming and believers are expected to be ready for this event, because there are consequences for being ready and not being ready.


b.  The consequences mentioned here relate to the faithful and wise believer.  The word DOULOS is used for both a “slave” and a “servant.”  Paul and others frequently referred to themselves as ‘slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ’.  A slave in the Roman world could often be in a position of authority and great responsibility.  Therefore, to be called a slave is not always a derogatory term.


c.  The slave/believer referred to here is characterized as being faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ and wise.  Being faithful refers to that person’s immediate, consistent, willing obedience in all things expected of him/her.  Being wise refers to that slave’s ability to apply what he/she knows to be the will of the Master.  Faithful obedience and wise application of the master’s will were the two most cherished characteristics that a master desired in a slave, and the same is true of the believer in their relationship with God.

2.  “whom the master put in charge over his household slaves”

a.  The Lord Jesus then mentions one significant and important consequence for a believer, after He returns to judge the world of unbelievers and reward the world of believers.


b.  Faithful and wise believers are going to be put in charge over other ‘household slaves’, that is, other people.  This will occur after His second advent and refers to the period of our Lord’s millennial reign.  We know that some members of the Church will rule with Christ, and that the twelve apostles will judge the twelve tribes of Israel.  It is hard to imagine people like Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, etc. not ruling something or someone.  David will be prince of Jerusalem under King Jesus, Ezek 34:23-24; 37:24-25).

c.  There will be billions of people born and living in the millennial kingdom and they will all have to have people in authority over them, making fair judgments and decisions that contribute to perfect justice on earth.  Therefore, some believers will be rewarded with appointments that carry a certain amount of authority to be in charge of something.


d.  In this example it is important to note that certain believers will be put in charge of other believers, and there will be no rebellion of those under the authority of others.  All rebellion against duly constituted authority in the millennium will come from unbelievers who are unwilling to obey that duly constituted authority.

3.  “to give them their food at the right time?”

a.  The believer in authority over others is placed in that position of authority to provide the basic needs of those under their authority.  Authority is given to them to take care of others, not to lord it over them.


b.  The example of giving them their food is the most basic need a slave or servant has, and it is the responsibility of the master to provide it.  The slave is at the mercy of the head-slave for all his or her basic needs—food, shelter, and clothing.  In the Roman world the master was also responsible for the medical care of his slaves/servants.  The slave/servant was considered a member of the household, and was taken care of as such.


c.  The phrase “at the right time” is another way of saying “when they need it.”  There is a right time to provide basic needs—when the person really needs it.  You don’t give a winter coat to a worker in the field in July.  You don’t serve dinner at 2 a.m.  You do the right thing, in the right way, at the right time—when the person needs it.  The person in authority is expected to anticipate the needs of those he/she is in charge of and provide those needs in a timely manner.  That is all part of being in a position of authority.

4.  Commentators’ comments.

a.  Some commentators say that Jesus switches at this point from talking about Israel and His millennial reign, to the Church and His millennial and eternal reign.


b.  “God has put servants over each household to feed the members.  This suggests to us the local church family with its spiritual leaders.  The purpose of spiritual leadership is that the leaders feed the people, not that the people feed the leaders!  The Apostle Peter caught this truth and emphasized it in his first letter (1 Pet 5:1–4).”


c.  “The Lord wants to find His servants, like the first steward, faithfully carrying out His will.”


d.  “The Parable of the Servants addresses the question of church leaders living and longing for Jesus’ coming.  Those who are faithful to this principle will have proved themselves to be true believers and will be magnificently rewarded with rulership in God’s heavenly Kingdom.”


e.  “Jesus now illustrates His point about preparedness with a more detailed, three-pronged parable.  Jesus makes His point more forcefully this way, provoking his disciples to consider the possibility that they too might go astray.  The servant is depicted as an overseer or manager, head over other servants in his master’s household.  Among other things he will have to see that the rest are properly fed at the proper time.”


f.  “Jesus turns our attention from the duty of watchfulness in view of the uncertainty of the hour to the fate of the servant who is ready when his master comes to that of the one who is unprepared.  Jesus does not nominate the servant who is ready but asks who he is.  This is a way of inviting His hearers to reflect on their own state of readiness.  He designates this servant as the faithful and sensible slave.  Jesus is taking His illustration from a household where there are many slaves, one of whom is put in a responsible position while his master is away.  His master has appointed him over his household.  He is responsible.”
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