John 1:1
Matthew 24:42



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the second person plural present active imperative of the verb GRĒGOREW, which means “to be on the alert; to watch; to be watchful.”


The present tense is a durative present for a continuous action day by day.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Therefore, be on the alert,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the believer has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the locative of time from the feminine singular interrogative adjective POIOS plus the noun HĒMERA, meaning “on which day.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your Lord.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: is coming.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is going to happen.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (your Lord) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because you do not know on which day your Lord is coming.”
Mt 24:42 corrected translation
“Therefore, be on the alert, because you do not know on which day your Lord is coming.”
Mk 13:35-37, “Therefore, watch out—for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at dawn, or early in the morning—lest after coming suddenly, he might find you sleeping.  Now what I am saying to you I am saying to all, ‘Be on the alert!’”

Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, be on the alert,”

a.  The Lord now comes to an inferential conclusion based on all that He has said before this.  He gives a command to believers to be on the alert.  To whom is this addressed?  Is it addressed to believers prior to the beginning of the Tribulation or to believers prior to the second advent of Christ?  Really it applies to all believers at various points in history.


b.  This warning had a near fulfillment in the events prior to the fall of Jerusalem.  But since the Lord was not coming prior to that event, it only has an indirect application, that is, a common sense application.


c.  This warning also has an indirect application to the Church, which is expected of the leaders of the Church to protect believers from false teachers: Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 16:13; and Eph 6:18.  We are not warned to be alert for the resurrection of the Church, because that event happens without sign, warning, or prophetic event.


d.  This warning is directly applicable to the believers of the Tribulation, who are anticipating the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is now explained in the next statement.

2.  “because you do not know on which day your Lord is coming.”

a.  The reason to remain alert is because believers do not know the exact day of the Second Advent.  Believers will know the day the Tribulation begins by the resurrection of the Church.  They will know the midpoint of the Tribulation by the erection of the statue of the Antichrist in the Jerusalem temple.  They will know the end of the Tribulation by the forty-two months of Great Tribulation after the midpoint of the Tribulation.  But they do not know the exact day when all this will end.


b.  Revelation tells us that there will be 1260 days: Rev 12:6, “And the woman [Jewish believers] fled to the wilderness, where she has there a place having been prepared by God, in order that there they may sustain her one thousand two hundred and sixty days.”  The Second Advent occurs on a day after this period of time, but the exact day is not known.  Dan 12:11-12, “From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!”  Notice that there are 75 days from the 1260 days of Rev 12:6 and the 1335 days of Daniel.  We can narrow down the second advent of Jesus to the 75-day period, but the exact day is not known ahead of time.


c.  The only way believers will know the exact day of the coming of the Lord will be because it occurs after the supernatural darkness that covers the earth, so that when He comes as the lightning that flashes from East to West, every eye will see “the Light of the World”—one of the great titles of our Lord.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “After the Rapture of the church, there will be a time of peace and safety on earth (1 Thes 5:1ff).  Then suddenly God’s judgments will fall (2 Pet 3:10ff).  People alive on earth during the Tribulation period will be able, from the Scriptures, to tell the drift of events; but they will not be able to calculate the exact day or hour of Christ’s return.”


b.  “The limits of the Tribulation period are known to God, for the Seventieth Week of Daniel will have a definite starting time and a definite ending time.  But the people living then will only know in generalities the limits of the time.”


c.  “Verse 42 highlights the significance that no one knows when Christ will come back; we must be ever vigilant.  Jesus’ words aptly summarize the thrust of all of 24:36–25:46.  Discipleship demands faithful stewardship, not attempts to calculate the timing of the end since such estimates will almost inevitably be mistaken.”


d.  “Jesus calls on His followers to live such that they will be ready when the great day comes.  He looks for His followers to live such lives that whenever He comes they will be prepared, and the present tense conveys the meaning ‘Keep watching.’  If people knew just exactly when the coming would take place, they could delay preparations until just before the time.  They do not know, and therefore they must live in constant readiness.  Ignorance of the day is one of the conditions of living here and now.”
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