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

 is the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the nominative subject from the cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two.”  Next we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (two people) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun AGROS, which means “in the field.”

“Then two will be in the field,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS (used twice) with a continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “one…and one…”  With this we have two third person singular present passive indicative verbs: PARALAMBANW, which means “to be taken” and APHIĒMI, which means “to be left (behind).”  The morphology is the same for both verbs.


The present tense is a descriptive present of what will take place at that future moment.


The passive voice indicates that each will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“one is taken and one is left;”
Mt 24:40 corrected translation
“Then two will be in the field, one is taken and one is left;”
Explanation:
1.  “Then two will be in the field,”

a.  The temporal conjunction “then” points directly at the events of the Second Advent.  This does not refer to the resurrection or rapture of the Church.  This refers to what the Lord Jesus Christ does after He sets foot on the Mount of Olives, delivers the believers surrounded by Satan’s army in Jerusalem and still fighting as a National Guard resistance movement, destroys all the armies in the Valley of Megiddo (the battle of Armageddon), and then deals with the civilian unbelievers of the earth.


b.  The Lord gives an example of what the suddenness of judgment will be like.  Two men (the example for women in given in the next verse) are working in the field as farm hands.  The fact they are working in the field indicates that they are still trying to grow food and stay alive.  This also tells us that it is not winter.  No work can be done in a field in winter.  Spring you plant’; summer you weed; and fall you harvest.  This example hints that the Second Advent will not be in winter.  Remember Jesus’s previous statement in verse 20, “Furthermore, pray that your flight may not occur in the winter.”  It seems those prayers will be answered.


c.  The two men are two different kinds of men.  One is a believer; the other an unbeliever.

2.  “one is taken and one is left;”

a.  The unbeliever is taken from the earth and sent to the compartment of Hades, called Torments.  The believer is left on the earth to enter into the millennial kingdom of the Lord and repopulate the earth.  These believers do not receive their resurrection bodies until the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  Their mission is to have kids; lots of kids (there will be no infant deaths in the millennial, nor will there be any unhealthy babies or birth defects).  In order to accomplish this mission, these believers have to have non-resurrection bodies, which are capable of reproductive function.  Remember that resurrection bodies are like the bodies of angels—incapable of reproduction.  Mt 22:30, “for in the resurrection they neither marry nor are married, but are like the angels in heaven.” 


b.  This statement is the explanation/interpretation of several parables (the list is only a few examples to make the point):



(1)  The wheat and the tares.



(2)  The sheep and the goats.



(3)  The good and bad fish.



(4)  The good and bad leaven.


c.  There are two viewpoints on this passage:



(1)  Some see this as a reference to the Rapture of the Church, where the believer is taken and the unbeliever is left.



(2)  Others see this as a reference to the Second Advent, where the unbeliever is taken off the earth and the believer is left to enter in the kingdom of God.  Since verses 40-41 both illustrate what has just been said about Noah and his family, it is obvious that the ones left on the earth: Noah, the man in the field and the woman grinding are all believers.  You will note the differing interpretations by the commentators’ comments.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “During the Tribulation, a division will take place: Some people will perish in judgment (be taken away), while others will remain to enter into the kingdom.”


b.  “The individuals who will be ‘taken’ are the wicked whom the Lord will take away in judgment (Lk 17:37).  The individuals ‘left’ are believers who will be privileged to be on the earth to populate the kingdom of Jesus Christ in physical bodies.”


c.  “Much debate centers around verses 40–41; some scholars see them as referring to the rapture, while others see them as referring to Christ’s manifestation to the world at the end of the tribulation.  Verses 40–41 present a picture of some harmony between the two persons involved, and one clearly is saved and the other unsaved.  This situation only fits the pre-rapture phase, for by the end of the tribulation the unsaved will viciously persecute believers, even to the point of denying them food (Rev 13:7).”


d.  “The only coming of the Son of Man described so far has been the climactic universal return of Christ in verse 27.  The imagery of verses 38–41 does not suggest anything different.  Eating and drinking, marrying and working all represent public activity. These verses simply picture the sudden and unexpected nature of the Parousia.”
  This commentator sees no resurrection of the Church anywhere in this context.


e.  “Two pictures of the activities that will be going on at the time of Jesus’ return bring out the importance of being ready and also of the fact that some will not be ready and will miss the glories of the great day.  The first picture is of two people in the field.  Presumably these will be men at work on their land.  No distinction is made between them; their circumstances are the same.  But one is taken, to share in the blessings of being with the Lord (it is possible to understand taken in the sense ‘taken for punishment,’ but this seems less likely [why?]).  But there is also one who is left.  In both cases the verb is in the present tense, which makes it all very vivid.  The reality is that some will have lived with no thought for the things of God; in that day they will, of course, have no part in the things of God.  The coming of Jesus marks a complete and permanent division.  Jesus makes clear that the coming of the Son of man does not mean that all indiscriminately will enter into the joys of that day.  Those who have chosen to live without God will find their choice respected when the great day comes.  [Didn’t he just say this is ‘less likely’ a reference to ‘taken for punishment’?]  It will be the portion of the godless to be without God.”
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