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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Then,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them,” referring to the disciples.

“Then answering, Jesus said to them,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb BLEPW, which means “to see; but in the imperative mood it means: to Watch out; to look out, or to beware.”


The present tense is a durative present, which describes a continuing, present action.  We could translate this “Keep on watching out.”


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action, but the same applies to us all.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative subject from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Finally, we have the aorist active subjunctive from the verb PLANAW, which means “to lead astray; mislead; to deceive.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that someone might produce the action of leading astray, misleading, or deceiving the disciples.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, which authorizes the inclusion of the word that in the translation after the verb BLEPW to indicate that purpose.

“‘Watch out that someone does not lead you astray.”
Mt 24:4 corrected translation
“Then answering, Jesus said to them, ‘Watch out that someone does not lead you astray.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then answering, Jesus said to them,”

a.  The disciples came to Jesus to point out the temple buildings and marvel at them as they were leaving the temple grounds and city.  Jesus answers them by telling them that the whole temple complex will be completely destroyed in the future with not one stone left on top of another.  The disciples then ask when this will happen.  Jesus now gives them the answer.


b.  The Lord’s answer is not harsh or abrupt, but patient and kind as a teacher would instruct his students.  His answer is also very thorough and accurate now that we have historical insight to the events of 70 A.D. and future revelation in the book of Revelation.  Though the disciples didn’t comprehend the full extent of the Lord’s revelation at the time He spoke, we have a much better understanding of it now. 

2.  “‘Watch out that someone does not lead you astray.”

a.  The Lord begins His answer and explanation with a warning.  The disciples are warned to ‘Beware’, ‘Watch out’, or ‘Look out’ that someone does not give them false information about current events or future events.  The ‘someone’ in this statement is going to be a false prophet, an agent of Satan, a false teacher, an unbeliever, a skeptic, and an enemy of the gospel.  In the near fulfillment this will include many who come and claim to be the Messiah, but are not.  In the far fulfillment this will include the Antichrist and False Prophet of Israel as well as all the unbeliever agents of Satan, who try to lure believers to come out from their hiding places.  “Here are some examples drawn from history of this series of antichrists who presented themselves before the fall of Jerusalem, as well as some general evidence of the widespread interest in false christs.



(1)  Theudas, a prophet, tried to part the Jordan miraculously in order to lead his followers to Jerusalem in an insurrection against Rome in ad 45.



(2)  Two sons of Judas the Galilean, the pioneer zealot, were crucified about A.D. 47 (Acts 5:37 confirms the existence of the father).



(3)  The emperor Claudius banished all Jews from Rome in A.D. 50 because their ongoing strife over the Messiah as virulent enough to be disruptive to the capital (Acts 18:2).



(4)  Eleazar Dinaei, the leader of the zealots was imprisoned about A.D. 56.



(5)  ‘The Egyptian’ came out of the desert about A.D. 55, camped on the Mount of Olives, and sought to take Jerusalem (Acts 21:38 refers to this incident).”


b.  This verb “to lead astray” refers to the teaching of false doctrine.  The false doctrine is to believe that this person proclaims to be Christ, returning at His second advent.  These false Messiahs will claim to be the real Messiah and will demand that people believe that they are the real Messiah.  The far fulfillment of this prophecy will occur in the Tribulation with the advent of the Antichrist and False prophet of Israel, who worships the Antichrist.



(1)  Rev 13:4, “Furthermore, they worshipped the serpent, because he gave absolute power to the beast.  In addition they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who [is] like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’”



(2)  Rev 13:8, “In fact, all those who live on the earth will worship him, [everyone] whose name has not been written in the slaughtered Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation of the world.”



(3)  Rev 13:11-12, “And then I saw another beast ascending from the land [Israel], and he had two horns like a lamb, but he kept speaking like the serpent.  In fact, he exercises all the authority of the first beast on his behalf.  Furthermore, he forces the land and those who live in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.”



(4)  Rev 13:14-15, “Furthermore he [the False prophet] deceives the residents on the earth because of the miracles which were given to him to perform in the presence of the beast [the Antichrist], telling the residents on the earth to manufacture an idol for the beast, who had the stroke of the sword and has remained alive.   And then he was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, in order that the image of the beast might even speak and cause that as many as do not worship the image of the beast should be put to death.”



(5)  Rev 19:20, “And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.”  Jesus’ warning to the disciples relates directly to this final warning about deception.  The warning has a near and far fulfillment.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Jews have often been led astray by false prophets and false christs.  The rider on the white horse in Rev 6:1–2 is the Antichrist, that final world dictator who will lead the nations astray.  He will begin his career as a peacemaker, signing a covenant with Israel to protect her from her enemies (Dan 9:27).  Israel will welcome this man as their great benefactor (Jn 5:43).”


b.  “Jesus began to describe the events leading up to His return in glory and to indicate signs of that return.  In this section (Mt 24:4–8) He described the first half of the seven-year period preceding His second coming.  That period will be characterized by false Christs.”


c.  “He was explaining what would happen when Daniel’s Jewish clock started again.  

The first subject that Jesus handled is the Tribulation itself, the restarting of the prophetic clock.  The revelation He gave was later developed more fully in Revelation, but there is a meticulous concurrence between these two prophecies.  The first three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in verses 4–8; the second three and a half years of the Tribulation are covered in verses 9–14.  The problems which will beset the full seven-year period will be:

	
	Mt 24


	Mk 13


	Rev Seal


	Characteristics of first half of Daniel’s 70th week (i.e. 31/2 yrs.)


	1. False messiahs (political conquests-Rev 6:1–2)


	5


	6


	1



	2. Wars, rumors of wars (military conquests-Rev 6:3–4)


	6–7


	7–8


	2



	3. Famines (Rev 6:5– 6)


	7


	8


	3



	4. Pestilences and earthquakes (Rev 6:7–8)


	7


	8


	4



	(The beginning of travail)


	8


	8


	

	Characteristics of second half of Daniel’s 70th week (i.e. 3 1/2 yrs.)


	5. Persecution (5th seal of Rev 6:9–11; 13:8)


	9–10


	
	5



	6. False prophets (2nd beast of Rev 13)


	11


	9–13


	5



	7. Period of divine testing


	12–13


	
	5



	(Preaching of gospel)


	14


	10


	5.”





d.  “Jesus begins by addressing the second question.  Before describing the destruction of the temple itself, He warns against false signs—events that some would claim prove that the end is near even when it is not.  Jesus’ followers must take care not to be misled by occurrences that will simply be commonplace events of life in the Christian era (verse 4).  These events specifically include people other than Jesus who claim to be the Messiah (verse 5; verses 23–28 will repeat this thought, and verse 27 will explain that Christ’s return will be universally visible and unmistakable).  These false messiahs are not limited to professing Christians, but include Jewish pretenders too (most notably bar Kochba in the early second century).  But an amazing number of false teachers throughout Christian history and in our own age have fulfilled this prophecy as well.”


e.  “All three Evangelists tell us that Jesus’ opening remark was to warn the disciples against being led astray.  Throughout the centuries people have held with the utmost tenacity to a wide range of views on this subject.  Perhaps we should notice Jesus’ care for the future conduct of His followers.  We should not think of this passage as simply a demonstration of Jesus’ power to forecast the future; it was a series of prophecies designed to help believers.”


f.  “The procession of such deceivers from Simon Magus and Barcochba onward, in the great Antichrist and in the little antichrists, goes on to the end of time.  The sad thing is that they shall actually succeed in deceiving many.”
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