John 1:1
Matthew 24:38



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers were producing the state of being/action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “in those days.”  This is followed by the locative feminine plural article, used to indicate that the following prepositional phrase modifies (acts as an adjective of) the previous prepositional phrase.  With this article we have the preposition PRO plus the adverbial genitive of time from the masculine singular article and noun KATAKLUSMOS, meaning “before the flood.”  Literally this says “in the before the flood days” or “in those days, the ones before the flood,” which is why some scribes did not include the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS in their texts.

“For as they were…in those days before the flood,”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle of four verbs, connected by a pair of additive KAI conjunctions (KAI…KAI = “and…and”).  The four verbs are: TRWGW, meaning “to crunch, nibble, or eat;” PINW, meaning “to drink;” GAMEW, meaning “to marry;” and GAMIZW, meaning “to give in marriage.”  The morphology of the verbs is the same:


The present tense is a descriptive present of what continued to occur.


The active voice indicates that people (unbelievers mostly) were producing the action.


The participles are complementary to the main verb EIMI, meaning “they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.”

“eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,”
 is the preposition ACHRI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS plus the noun HĒMERA, meaning “until which day.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Noah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun NWE, meaning “Noah.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KIBWTOS, meaning “into the box/ark.”

“until which day Noah entered into the ark,”
Mt 24:38 corrected translation
“For as they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage in those days before the flood, until which day Noah entered into the ark,”
See 1 Pet 3:20 and 2 Pet 2:5.
Explanation:
1.  “For as they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,”

a.  The Lord Jesus continues with an explanation of His previous statement “just as the days of Noah, so the coming of the Son of Man will be.”  The comparison “as” parallels the previous comparison “just as.”  The previous phrase “the days of Noah” is now explained by the fact that people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.

b.  Eating, drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage are all parts of normal life.  People were living normally with no thought of the future or any signs of impending disaster (like a giant ark being built decade after decade before their very eyes).  We also need to remember that these people who were living normally and ignoring the signs of the times were all unbelievers.  Only eight righteous souls went into the ark (Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives.)  Unbelievers were preoccupied with enjoying life and having a good time.  They had no time for God; and their time was running out.


c.  This statement is by no means a condemnation of eating, drinking, marrying, or giving in marriage.  These are normal activities and are encouraged by God, not condemned.  God doesn’t want people to starve or die of thirst, and there is clearly the divine institution of marriage.  These normal and good things represent distractions from God.  People get so caught up in living, they ignore the will of God to remember Him, believe in Him, and be grateful to Him.

2.  “in those days before the flood”

a.  Jesus then defines the generation about which He speaks as the generation before the flood.  The ‘days before the flood’ were one-hundred and twenty years according to Gen 6:3 “Then the Lord proceeded to say, ‘My Spirit will not plead the cause of God among men indefinitely, because he is also flesh.  Therefore his days will be one hundred and twenty years.’”


b.  The unbelievers of the earth had 43,830 chances (days) do make a decision to believe in the Son of God.  The entire population of the earth (minus eight people) chose to ignore God and reject His offer of salvation.  A similar thing will happen in the Tribulation, people will ignore the sign of the beginning of the Tribulation (the resurrection of the Church) and the witnessing of 144,000 Jewish evangelists plus the witnessing of the two great witnesses mentioned in Rev 11 (Moses and Elijah).


c.  The universal judgment of the flood parallels the universal judgment of the last half of the Tribulation and the second advent of Christ.

3.  “until which day Noah entered into the ark,”

a.  The unbelievers of Noah’s generation didn’t realize judgment was upon them until the day Noah entered the ark with the rest of his family.  The surviving animals were all inside.


b.  The Genesis account tells us the exact day Noah entered the ark:

Gen 7:1 “Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and all your household; because I have seen you righteous before Me in this generation.’”

Gen 7:4 “Because at seven more days I will cause rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights.  Then I will exterminate all existence which I have made from upon the surface of the ground.”

Gen 7:7 “Then Noah and his sons and his wife and the wives of his sons with him went into the ark away from the surface of the waters of the flood.”

Gen 7:10-12, “Then it came to pass during the seventh day that the waters of the flood occurred upon the earth.  In the six hundredth year of the life of Noah in the second month [mid April to mid May] on the seventeenth day of the month [1-3 May], on this day all the springs of the great subterranean waters were torn open, and the windows of the heavens were opened.  Then the rain proceeded to come upon the earth forty days and forty nights.”

Gen 7:16-20, “And the pair entering, male and female from all flesh entered as God commanded it.  And the Lord proceeded to close [the door] behind him.  Then the flood proceeded to occur forty days on the earth.  And the waters became great and lifted the ark, so that it rose from upon the earth.  Then the waters proceeded to prevail and they proceeded to increase greatly upon the earth.  And the ark proceeded to go over the surface of the waters.  Therefore the waters prevailed exceedingly greatly upon the earth, so that all the high mountains which are under all the heavens were completely covered.  The waters prevailed fifteen cubits [22.5 feet] above [the mountains], and the mountains were completely covered.”


c.  The precise day that the judgment of the unbelievers of the earth begins in the days of Noah parallels the exact day the beginning of the judgments of unbelievers occurs in the Tribulation and second advent of our Lord.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “What kept the people from listening to Noah’s message and obeying?  The common interests of life—eating, drinking, marrying, giving in marriage.  They lost the best by living for the good.  It is a dangerous thing to get so absorbed in the pursuits of life that we forget Jesus is coming.”


b.  “People then were enjoying the normal pursuits of life, with no awareness of imminent judgment.  Life continued normally for the people of Noah’s day.”


c.  “Noah’s entrance into the ark with all the land beasts must surely have been a conspicuous and remarkable event.  Imagine wild animals converging on the ark in pairs or sevens, as the case might be, all of their own volition!  Surely, that should have been sign enough to give any rational person pause for thought, and to heed Noah’s preaching.  However, that did not happen; and our Lord indicated that the world will again display this unbelievable blindness and again ignore a stupendous sign (this time the rapture), even ignoring the fact that it portends fearful judgment, as did Noah’s contemporaries, for even the sign of animals confirming the refuge of the ark did not cause them to repent.  Revelation confirms that this present age will end with this same spiritual blindness.”


d.  “Jesus now illustrates the unexpectedness and unpredictability of his return by comparing it with the arrival of the flood in Noah’s day.  At that time the world’s wicked were caught totally by surprise as they went about the ordinary activities of daily life, including festive events, oblivious to their impending destruction.  Noah and his seven faithful family members were prepared but still did not know the specific timing of the cataclysm until the last moment.   Compare the repetition of these two points in 1 Thes 5:1–6.  So also Christ’s return [the resurrection of the Church, not the Second Advent] will interrupt people in the ordinary activities of life.”
  The days prior to the second advent of Christ are not normal and people aren’t marrying and giving in marriage; they are turning against each other in a war to end all wars, love has grown cold; believers are being hunted and killed; Satan has unleashed 200 million demons on the earth; judgment after judgment by natural disasters continue to occur, and so on and so on.


e.  “Jesus refers to life in the pre-Flood days.  The Old Testament informs us that the people of that day were sinners, and indeed that it was their exceeding sinfulness that brought down the Flood on them.  But Jesus refers to none of this.  He reminds His hearers that life before the Flood was in many respects like life in their own day.  We should notice that there is nothing sinful in the activities Jesus mentions; these actions are the stuff of life.  No community could exist without them.  And these actions continued right up to the day Noah entered the ark.”
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