John 1:1
Matthew 24:37



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the comparative conjunction HWSPER, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and proper noun NWE, meaning “the days of Noah.”

“For just as the days of Noah,”
 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so; thus; in this manner.”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the coming of the Son of Man) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the coming of the Son of Man.”

“so the coming of the Son of Man will be.”
Mt 24:37 corrected translation
“For just as the days of Noah, so the coming of the Son of Man will be.”
Explanation:
1.  “For just as the days of Noah,”

a.  Jesus continues His description of the Tribulation and end of the Jewish Age and that generation with an explanation of what the general conditions will be like just prior to the beginning of the seven-year Tribulation period.  The general conditions will be just like the conditions in the days of Noah.  (Note that there is no dative case here or preposition EN, meaning “in” the days of Noah.  The phrase is in the nominative case, emphasizing grammatically that ‘the days of Noah’ is the important thing to remember.)


b.  What was most characteristic of the days of Noah?  It was the unbelievers of the earth ignoring the gospel message of Noah that disaster was coming and they needed to believe in the Son of God to be saved.  Unbelievers ignored the evangelism of Noah and his family.  They went about living their lives with no thought of God or of the danger they were in.  For one hundred and twenty years, Noah and his sons worked on building the ark and testifying about the coming universal judgment of mankind.  No one listened; no one cared; no one believed.


c.  Gen 6:3…5-8…11-13, “Then the Lord proceeded to say, ‘My Spirit will not plead the cause of God among men indefinitely, because he is also flesh.  Therefore his days will be one hundred and twenty years.’…Therefore the Lord saw that the evil of mankind was great on the earth.  Consequently, every purpose of the thoughts of his mind is exclusively evil all the time.  Therefore the Lord was grieved because He had made mankind on the earth.  Consequently, He was hurt in His mind.  So the Lord proceeded to say, ‘I will wipe out mankind whom I have created from upon the face of the ground, from mankind even to animals even to insects and even to the birds of the heavens, because I am grieved that I have made them.’  But Noah had found favor in the eyes of the Lord. …Now the earth was corrupted in the estimation of God.  Furthermore, the earth was filled with ruthlessness.  Therefore, God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupted because all flesh had perverted their manner of life [moral character] on the earth.  Then God proceeded to say to Noah, ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me because the earth has become filled with ruthlessness because of them.  Now behold, I am destroying them with the earth.’”

2.  “so the coming of the Son of Man will be.”

a.  The Lord Jesus then compares the days of Noah to the days prior to the beginning of the Tribulation.  The coming of the Son of Man begins with the resurrection of the Church in which Jesus comes to remove His bride from the horrible things about to happen to the inhabitants of the earth.  The coming of the Son of Man begins with the resurrection of the Church, which also starts the events of the Tribulation.


b.  People on earth are living their lives as if Jesus doesn’t exist and is never coming back, 2 Pet 3:3-7, “understanding [perceiving, realizing] this most importantly that mockers will come in the last days with ridicule, conducting themselves [living] on the basis of their own lusts, and will say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming [Second Advent]?  For since the fathers [Old Testament spiritual giants] all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation’.  For while maintaining this, it escapes their notice that the heavens have continued to exist for a long time and the earth has continued because of water and through water by the word of God, through which [water] the world at that time was destroyed, by having been flooded with water.  But the present heavens and the earth by means of that same command are being reserved for fire, being preserved for the day of judgment and destruction of godless men.”


c.  Just as the unbelievers mocked Noah and his sons as they built the ark, so unbelievers will mock believers prior to the start of the Tribulation.  The resurrection of the Church will occur in the blink of an eye and in that same instant the Tribulation will begin.



(1)  1 Cor 15:52, “in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.”



(2)  Rev 6-19 describes the general events and characteristics of the seven years of Tribulation.  The coming of the Son of Man beginning with the resurrection of the Church and ends with the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  Notice the title of the humanity of Jesus is used by Him to identify Himself.  He comes back in glorified resurrection body, just as He ascended into heaven in a glorified resurrection body.  His coming extends for a period of seven years; the second advent is not just a one day event.  His second advent also includes all the time it takes for the imprisonment of Satan and the fallen angels, the separation of the sheep and the goats, the restoration of the earth to perfect environment, the burying of the dead bodies, and the regathering of Israel.  All these things are part of the coming of the Son of Man.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Here the emphasis is on the fact that the people did not know the day when judgment would strike.  Noah and his family in the ark are a picture of God’s miraculous preservation of Israel during the awful time of the Tribulation.”


b.  “The period before His coming will be like the time in the days of Noah.”


c.  “Noah preached impending judgment for 120 years.  Noah went into the ark seven days before the judgment of his world (Gen 7:4,10) [a picture of the Church being taken to heaven seven years before the Second Advent]; so he was removed from the earth into a place of safety before the judgment.  Imagine wild animals converging on the ark in pairs or sevens, as the case might be, all of their own volition!  Surely, that should have been sign enough to give any rational person pause for thought, and to heed Noah’s preaching.  However, that did not happen; and our Lord indicated that the world will again display this unbelievable blindness and again ignore a stupendous sign (this time the rapture), even ignoring the fact that it portends fearful judgment, as did Noah’s contemporaries; for even the sign of animals confirming the refuge of the ark did not cause them to repent.  Revelation confirms that this present age will end with this same spiritual blindness.  Note, while the world was not ready for judgment, Noah and his family were, so this passage clearly addresses the unbeliever’s state [of mind].”


d.  “Jesus now illustrates the unexpectedness and unpredictability of his return by comparing it with the arrival of the flood in Noah’s day.”


e.  “Jesus proceeds to point out what had happened in a critical period long ago.  There is a resemblance of the coming of the Son of man to the coming of the Flood.  The time until then is likened to the days of Noah.  When Noah and his family and the animals entered the ark, the Flood came very swiftly.  The emphasis is on the suddenness of the deluge.  We get the picture of a long time of waiting and of a sudden act at the conclusion.”
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