John 1:1
Matthew 24:36



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERAS with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “concerning that day.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun HWRA, meaning “hour.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular negative cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  Next we have the third person singular perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state of being as a result of a past completed action.


The active voice indicates that no one produces the action of knowing the day or hour of the beginning of the Tribulation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now concerning that day and hour no one knows,”
 is the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “not even,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the angels of the heavens.”  Next we have the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “nor” when used after a previous negative.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”

“not even the angels of the heavens nor the Son,”
 is the first class conditional particle EI with the negative MĒ, which together mean “except.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine singular adjective MONOS, meaning “only; alone.”

“except the Father alone.”
Mt 24:36 corrected translation
“Now concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of the heavens nor the Son, except the Father alone.”
Mk 13:32, “However with regard to that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, except the Father.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now concerning that day and hour no one knows,”

a.  Jesus continues His answer to the disciples’ question, ‘What will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the Age?’ by addressing the issue of the timing of this event.  The word ‘day’ is often used in prophecy for a period of time longer than a twenty-four hour period.  The day of judgment here is a seven year period, which no one knows when it will start.


b.  The books of Daniel and Revelation tell us of the seven year period and the number of months involved, even the number of days involved, with the result that the exact timing of the Second Advent of Christ can be calculated from the beginning of the Tribulation.  Therefore, to say that no one knows the day or hour of the Second Advent of Christ is wrong.  It can clearly be calculated from the day the statue of the Antichrist is set up in the Jerusalem temple.


c.  However, what no one knows is the day and hour that the seven-year period of Tribulation will begin, because that clock beginning with the Rapture or resurrection of the Church.  And God the Father has not revealed that to anyone.  No one knows the moment the Bride of Christ is removed from the earth, which is about to be illustrated by the statements which follow (‘one will be taken and one will be left’).  The following explanations all deal with the day and hour of the beginning of the Tribulation and not with the Second Advent.  Jesus has just given us a bunch of signs of His coming, but there are absolutely no signs pointing to the resurrection of the Church.

2.  “not even the angels of the heavens nor the Son,”

a.  Then Jesus gives two examples of beings that do not know the day or hour of the resurrection of the Church.  Not a single elect angel knows when the Church will be resurrected to meet the Lord in the air.


b.  The humanity of Christ also does not know when the resurrection of the Church takes place.  Now this presents the problem of whether or not the deity of Christ knows, when this event takes place.  The answer is “Yes, of course the deity of Christ knows when the resurrection of the Church takes place.”  Deity cannot be diminished, such that deity does not know all things.  Deity has to know all things in order to be and remain deity.  However, the humanity of Jesus (the ‘Son’, a title of the humanity of Christ) does not know all things.  True humanity cannot be omniscient; for this would destroy true humanity.  Jesus is not human deity nor a divine human.  He is both true humanity and perfect deity combined in hypostatic union.  The characteristics or attributes of one nature do not bleed over into the other nature.


c.  The deity of Christ knows exactly when the resurrection of the Church will occur, but the humanity does not.  The deity and humanity of Christ both know exactly when the Second Advent will occur.

3.  “except the Father alone.”

a.  There is one person who knows the exact timing (day and hour) of the resurrection of the Church and that is God the Father.  It is His plan and His timing, which is always fair and perfect.  This statement clearly states that the Father is the only person who knows the exact day and hour that the Church Age will end and the Tribulation will begin.


b.  This presents another great problem—doesn’t the Holy Spirit, who is also deity know exactly when this day and hour will occur?  Since the Holy Spirit is truly God, just as the Father is truly God, obviously He knows exactly when this will occur.  The solution to the problem is that Jesus is giving examples of creatures who do not know the day and hour.  No created being (human or angelic) knows when God the Father is going to make this historic event happen.  All three members of the Trinity know exactly when it will occur, but no created being knows, including the humanity of Christ.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “People did not know the day when judgment would strike.”
  This commentator’s statement could refer to either the start or end of the Tribulation, but probably refers to the end.


b.  “The precise moment of the Lord’s return [this commentator is referring to the Second Advent] cannot be calculated by anyone.  When the Lord spoke these words, that information was said to be known by only the Father.  Christ was obviously speaking from the vantage of His human knowledge (compare Lk 2:52), not from the standpoint of His divine omniscience.”


c.  “Jesus had just emphasized the beginning of the tribulation in the parable of the fig and other trees, so the ‘day and hour which no one knows’ (Mt 24:36) naturally and logically refers to the commencement of that period.  The beginning of the tribulation must be the date which only the Godhead knows; [my emphasis] for once that date has been revealed Christ’s second advent can accurately be dated 2,520 days later (if that date is perchance ambiguous the event of the median date [Mt 24:15] cannot be so, so the final countdown of 1,260 days will eliminate any uncertainty about the date of Christ’s second advent).  Mk 13:32 clearly says that Jesus (who is God and therefore omniscient) was ignorant of the date of the advent of the Kingdom of God, an event in which He Himself is the central character.  Phil 2:7 indicates that Jesus, in His humanity, emptied Himself of His deity, an emptying that must have included this knowledge; so at that moment in history, only the Father knew the particular date of Jesus’ second advent.  [In the highlighted statement above Mills says this day and hour refer to the start of the Tribulation; now he says is refers to the date of the Second Advent.  Which is it?]  The tribulation period must mark a most significant point in the battle between God and Satan; for God does not entrust the secret of its date to even the angels of Heaven, and even the incarnate Son of Man felt it prudent to empty Himself of this knowledge for His earthly sojourn.  If even the angels of Heaven cannot work out the date of this event, then clearly it is beyond the power of human intellect to resolve!  In this parable, Jesus focused on the date of the institution of the Kingdom of God, which no man will know until the beginning of the tribulation; for when the tribulation period begins the 70th week of Daniel, which is 2,520 days long, will start.  So the countdown will be simple to follow from that point on.  While Christ was speaking of the Second Advent, the mystery surrounds the date of the beginning of the tribulation; [my emphasis] for that will occur exactly 2,520 days before His second advent.”


d.  “This verse is one of the most astonishing and significant of all of Jesus’ sayings both for eschatology and for Christology.  All questions about the time of Christ’s return are misguided because no one but the Father knows their answers anyway.  Day and hour are regularly used throughout Scripture for ‘time’ in general.  Verse 36 proves equally significant for Christology.  Christ’s words disclose his voluntary limitation of the independent exercise of His divine attributes (Phil 2:6–8).  Jesus was obviously not bodily omnipresent while He walked on earth.  Mk 6:5 describes some restrictions on His omnipotence.  Here we have a limitation on His omniscience.”


e.  “That day and hour defines the measures we use in fixing a date, but that no one knows firmly excludes the possibility of doing so.  One would have thought that no one is definite enough to make clear the impossibility of all date fixing.  It shuts out the whole human race from the knowledge in question.  But Jesus goes further.  The angels do not have this knowledge; even in heaven the knowledge is not shared.  And what surprises us even more is that the Son himself did not share the secret.  The only person who knows, Jesus says, is the Father only.  Nothing could be more explicit.”
  Note that this commentator does not tell us his position as to what ‘day and hour’ refer—the resurrection of the Church or Second Advent.


f.  Lenski agrees with other commentators that Jesus restricted the use of His divine attributes (omniscience).
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