John 1:1
Matthew 24:32
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular article and noun SUKĒ, meaning “from the fig tree.”  Next we have the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a mild command or firm request.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARABOLĒ, meaning “the parable.”

“Now learn the parable from the fig tree:”
 is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when,” followed by the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, meaning “now; already.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KLADOS with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its branch.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The culminative aorist views the entirety of the action, but looks at it from the viewpoint of its completion.  It is translated with the use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the branch of the fig tree) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a temporal subjunctive, used in temporal clauses introduced by temporal conjunctions and indicating the indefinite time of the action.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective APALOS, meaning “tender.”
  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used as a possessive pronoun, and noun PHULLON, meaning “its leaves.”  Next we have the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb EKPHUW, which means “to put forth.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what has just taken place.


The active voice indicates that the branch of the fig tree has produced the action.


The subjunctive is a temporal subjunctive.

“when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves,”
 is the second person plural present active indicative of the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present of what has now occurred.


The active voice indicates that any person can or has produced the action of knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs of mental activity to introduce or explain the content of that activity.  Next we have the adverb of place/time EGGUS, which means “near.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun TEROS, meaning “summer.”  There is no verb, indicating the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”

“you know that summer [is] near;”
Mt 24:32 corrected translation
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer [is] near;”
Mk 13:28, “Now learn the illustration from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.”
Lk 21:29-30, “Then He told a parable to them: ‘Consider the fig tree and all the trees; whenever they already put forth [leaves], seeing [this], you know for yourselves that summer is now near.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now learn the parable from the fig tree:”

a.  The Lord Jesus continues teaching the disciples on the Mount of Olives with a short two-verse lesson related to the timing of the coming Tribulation and His second advent.  The lesson comes from the normal behavior of the fig tree, of which there were several mixed in with the Olive trees they were sitting among.


b.  Jesus says “learn the parable,” whereas we use the expression “learn the lesson.”  The normal behavior of the fig tree (or any fruit bearing tree for that matter) provides a visible lesson about the seasons and timing in a normal year.  This lesson is important, since we see it repeated by all three Synoptic writers.


c.  The imperative mood of the verb ‘to learn’ indicates this is a very strong request that almost has the force of a command.  This is really not an option, but something we must do for our own benefit.  God cannot force us to learn; He can only provide the truthful information and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to give us proper understanding and application.  But He can’t make us learn.

2.  “when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves,”

a.  In the normal course of the seasons of the year the branch of a fig tree (note Luke says ‘all the trees’) become tender from the sap being pushed up from the roots of the tree and through the branches.  This sap promotes growth of the new twigs that are very soft and pliable.


b.  As this process continues the sap forms new leaves that spring forth at the end of the new twigs.  And the tiny new leaves grow to become full-grown new leaves.  This process takes place every spring year after year.  Spring follows winter and summer faithfully follows spring over and over again every year.  It is something we can count on occurring.  All we have to do is observe what is happening around us to know what is going to happen next.  This is the lesson of the fig tree.

3.  “you know that summer [is] near;”

a.  The lesson of the fig tree is that one event follows another in God’s plan for the seasons: winter—spring—summer—fall.  One event follows another consistently and faithfully.


b.  So it is with the prophecy of the Tribulation and the second coming of Christ.  One event has to faithfully precede the next event.  One event has to faithfully follow the previous event.  The second coming of Christ cannot occur until the man of sin is revealed.  The Antichrist and False-prophet of Israel must take their places on the stage of history.  The statue of the Antichrist must be set up in the Jerusalem temple.  The kings of the earth must go to war with each other and against Israel.  All of God’s judgments on the unbelievers of the earth must take place as the final warnings to believe in Christ (crisis evangelism).  And finally there must be the day of supernatural darkness, so that the next and only thing the world will see is His coming with the elect angels and all the resurrected believers.


c.  Summer is the time of prosperity and blessing.  It is analogous to the millennial reign of our Lord.  Spring is the time of deliverance from evil and is analogous to the Second Advent.  The tribulation is winter.  Believers living on earth must recognize the sequence of tribulation, great tribulation, Second Advent, and millennial reign, just as they easily recognize the progression of the seasons.  God’s timing is perfect and His plan is perfect.  He has told us ahead of time to learn the progression of His plan.  The signs of His coming will all be there and easily seen.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The budding of the trees indicates that summer is near.  The beginning of these signs indicates that the Lord’s coming is near.  The generation alive on earth at that time will see these events take place.  Our generation sees a foreshadowing of these signs.  We do not look for signs as such; we look for the Savior (Phil 3:20).  Jesus can come for His church at any time.”


b.  “The church is not in view in these verses.  But just as God’s people in a future time are told to be prepared, watchful, and faithful, so too believers today should also be faithful and alert.  Now learn this lesson shows that He was beginning to apply what He had been teaching.  When the twigs of fig trees begin to get tender and put forth leaves, that is a sure sign summer is not far away.  Just as a fig tree was a harbinger of summer, so these signs (Mt 24:4–28) Jesus had been speaking of clearly indicated that His coming would follow shortly.”


c.  “Having concluded the prophecy of events which will precede His second advent, Jesus proceeded to explain the practical implications of these prophecies.  This point is worth noting; for prophecy is not given simply to satisfy the universal human curiosity concerning the future.  All prophecy has practical implications and has one of three purposes: either to admonish those who live in history before the prophecy is fulfilled, or to instruct those who find themselves living in the time of the prophecy’s fulfillment, or so that its fulfillment authenticates the prophet as God’s true messenger.”


d.  “Jesus was simply saying that as surely and as irresistibly as summer follows spring, so the generation who see the signs He had just prophesied (that is, the tribulation) will see His irresistible return.  This simply confirms that Daniel’s seventieth ‘seven’ (Dan 9:29) is to be taken literally—it means seven ‘prophetic’ years.  The parable of the fig tree and other trees, then, explains that the generation who enter Daniel’s seventieth week (the first seal of Revelation 6, which marks the beginning of Daniel’s seventieth week and is the first element of Jesus’ prophecy—Mt 24:5) will see Christ’s Second Advent.  Jesus had just emphasized the beginning of the tribulation in the parable of the fig and other trees, so the ‘day and hour which no one knows’ (Mt 24:36) naturally and logically refers to the commencement of that period.  The beginning of the tribulation must be the date which only the Godhead knows, for once that date has been revealed Christ’s second advent can accurately be dated 2,520 days later (if that date is perchance ambiguous the event of the median date [Mt 24:15, when the abomination of devastation is set up in the Jerusalem temple] cannot be so, so the final countdown of 1,260 days will eliminate any uncertainty about the date of Christ’s second advent).”


e.  “Like tender fig tree branches and new leaves that portend the arrival of summer, all the events of Mt 24 point to the nearness of Christ’s return.  But nearness simply implies that nothing more in God’s plan of redemption must occur before the end can come.[Not so; the resurrection of the Church must occur first; that is the next event in prophecy.]”


f.  “Jesus turns from the signs that will precede His coming to the kind of conduct that is appropriate in His servants as they await Him.  As He has so often done throughout His ministry, He proceeds to teach by means of a parable, this one not so much a story as a command to pay attention to the significance of the way the fig tree grows.  Most trees in first-century Palestine, we are told, kept their leaves throughout the year, but not the fig tree.  This tree sheds its leaves in winter, but year by year the miracle takes place in spring.  The branch becomes tender (the reference will be to the change that takes place when the sap rises in the spring) and puts forth leaves.  There is then no doubt that the harsh days of winter are gone and that summer is near.”

� BDAG, p. 96.


� BDAG, p. 312.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, pp. 89–90). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew. In The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 78). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record. Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 24:32–Lk 21:33). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 363). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (p. 611). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.





2
4

