John 1:1
Matthew 24:31



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send forth.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His angels.”  Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun SALPIGX and adjective MEGAS, meaning “with a great trumpet [sound/signal].”

“And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet [sound],”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb EPISUNAGW, which means “to gather together.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the angels will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective EKLEKTOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His elect ones.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective TESSARES plus the noun ANEMOS, meaning “from the four winds.”

“and they will gather together His elect ones from the four winds,”
 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the neuter plural noun AKRON, meaning: “from the high points” or “from the extreme limits” or “from the end points” plus the genitive of identity/possession from the masculine plural noun OURANOS, meaning “of the heavens.”  Next we have the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural article and noun AKRON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to its extreme limits.”

“from the extreme limits of the heavens to its extreme limits.”
Mt 24:31 corrected translation
“And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet [sound], and they will gather together His elect ones from the four winds, from the extreme limits of the heavens to its extreme limits.”

Mk 13:27, “And then He will send the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the top of heaven.”

Explanation:
1.  “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet [sound],”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ continues to describe the events of the Second Advent with a description of what He does after He has dealt with Satan, the fallen angels, the Antichrist, the False-prophet of Israel, and all the military forces surrounding Israel.  When He is finished dealing with the forces of evil, He will send forth His elect angels to do a simple job for Him.  The fallen angels have been sent to the prison for fallen angels, called ‘the Abyss’, which is one of the compartments of Hades.  Therefore, the angels mentioned here are operational angels, which can only refer to the elect angels.


b.  These angels are sent with the auditory signal of the sound of a great trumpet.  They do not each carry a great trumpet, but they hear the sound of a prearranged trumpet call, which signals them into action.  For example, the Army still uses trumpet signal calls, such as the call for reveille, retreat, charge, etc.  The Lord has instructed the elect angels ahead of time what He wants them to do when they hear this trumpet sound.  At hearing the trumpet call, they are to go into action.

2.  “and they will gather together His elect ones from the four winds,”

a.  The action of the elect angels is now described.  They will go throughout the earth and find all the believers still alive.  How will they know who are believers?  They will not have the mark of the Beast on their hand or forehead.  Those with the mark of the Beast are unbelievers who worshipped the Antichrist and his false-prophet.


b.  These angels identify the believer(s) and safely escort them to Jesus in Jerusalem, where His earthly throne has been established.


c.  The term “elect ones” obviously refers to believers who survive the Tribulation and include both Jews and Gentiles.


d.  The phrase “from the four winds” refers to the four corners of the earth, that is, from every place on earth.  This term reflects the thought of a maritime society, which was the common mode of travel in Greek and Roman society, when travel to remote places was necessary.  The elect angels are to comb the earth for believers in hiding and safely escort them to the Lord.  This is why Jesus previously said, Mt 24:23, “Then if anyone might say to you, ‘Behold, the Messiah is here!’ or ‘There [He is]!’, do not believe [him].”  Jesus has a plan and method for the safe regathering of Israel and the elect, and it does not involve a single human.  The elect angels have this mission.

3.  “from the extreme limits of the heavens to its extreme limits.”

a.  The phrase “from the four winds” is now further described as “the extreme limits of the heavens to the extreme limits of the heavens.”  We would say “from one corner of heaven to the other corners.”  This idiomatic description includes every corner of the universe.  There will not be a single believer who is not present at the Second Advent with Jesus.  No believer will be neglected, ignored, missing, or forgotten.  Remember that our guardian angel knows exactly where every believer is located at any given moment.  This is true for the guardian angels with all the believers hiding during the Tribulation.


b.  All believers already in the third heaven have come back with Jesus as part of His entourage.  All believers on earth are then gathers up and brought to Jerusalem for the coronation of the King.  It is one of the greatest events in history and will be witnessed by all believers.  We will all be able to say, “I was there for the coronation of the King.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus returns to the earth, defeats His enemies, is received by the Jews, and establishes His kingdom on earth (Rev 19:11ff; Zech 12:7–13:1).”


b.  “He will then send His angels forth to regather His elect from the four winds, which relates to the earth, from one end of the heavens to the other.  This involves the gathering of those who will have become believers during the Seventieth Week of Daniel and who will have been scattered into various parts of the world because of persecution (Mt 24:16).”


c.  “Mt 24:31 indicates that at Christ’s second advent He will have an elect on earth as well as in Heaven and that all of these will witness the establishment of His perfect rule on earth.  The ‘elect’ of verse 31 refers to the elect nation of Israel (not the Church) [the ‘elect’ includes Gentiles who believe during the Tribulation, which this commentator fails to mention or account for] who will again have been dispersed among the nations of the world.  They will be gathered together so that they can enter the millennial peace in the land of Israel.  The elect from the Heavens will reign with Christ through the millennium (Rev 20:4, 6), the elect on the earth will be the human population who will go into the millennium and who will repopulate the earth (because in the resurrection there will be no procreation.”


d.  “It is natural to understand Christ’s coming here to earth, as in Rev 19:11–16, when Jesus brings with Him all the company of the redeemed already in heaven to join His faithful people yet on earth and still alive to meet Him (Zech 2:6 and Dt 30:4).  All this is heralded by an angelic trumpet blast (compare 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thes 4:16; and perhaps based originally on Isa 27:13).  Nothing in any of these verses in Matthew describes the rapture (believers being caught up to meet the Lord in the air).”


e.  “He will send His angels (compare Mt 25:31; 2 Thes 1:7) with a loud trumpet.  This detail is peculiar to Matthew, but we must remember that Paul speaks of “the last trumpet” (1 Cor 15:52) and says that a trumpet call will herald the coming of the Lord (1 Thes 4:16).  The coming of the King and His angels is to be no hole-in-the-corner affair, but a coming that will be known immediately throughout the earth.  The angels will be sent to gather His elect; the messengers of heaven will gather up the saints of earth.  Jesus brings out the truth that not one of them will be overlooked; the angels will gather them from the four winds, which is expressive enough as a reference to the whole earth, but here it is reinforced with from one end of the heavens to the other.  Jesus’ followers are encouraged by the certainty that on the last day not one of God’s people will be missing.”
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