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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “then.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb PHAINW, which means “to shine; to flash; to become visible; to appear.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice is used in an active sense here with the sign of the Son of Man producing the action of appearing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun SĒMEION plus the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the sign of the Son of Man.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, which means “in the sky.” BDAG
 suggests an ellipsis here: “the sign of the Son of Man (who is) in heaven.”  The point being that the prepositional phrase modifies the subject [the Son of Man in heaven] rather than the verb [will appear in the sky/heaven].  The Greek word OURANOS is used for both the sky above the earth and for heaven itself.  There is no purpose for the sign of the Son of Man to appear in heaven.  Therefore, “in the sky” is the more logical translation for the place of an appearance of a ‘sign’.  The sign of the Son of Man coming is for the benefit of people on earth, not anyone in heaven.

“And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “then.”  Next we have the third person plural future middle indicative of the verb KOPTW, which means “to beat one’s breast; that is, to mourn.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject (unbelievers) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun PHULĒ with the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “all the peoples
 of the earth.”
“and then all the peoples of the earth will mourn,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative of the verb HORAW, which means “to see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (all the peoples of the earth) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurs at that period of time.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Son of Man) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial: coming.”

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine plural article and noun NEPHELĒ plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “on or before the clouds of the sky.”
  “This preposition not only means ‘on’, indicating place where [it does not means ‘above’, which is the preposition HUPER], but is also “a marker of involvement in an official proceeding [the Second Advent is an official proceeding if there ever was one], meaning before, when used with the genitive of persons.”

“and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky”
 is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the feminine singular noun DOXA and the adjective POLUS, meaning “with power and great glory.”
“with power and great glory.”
Mt 24:30 corrected translation
“And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the peoples of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming before the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky,”

a.  Jesus continues the description of His second coming (advent) by noting what happens next, after the supernatural darkness from the dimming of the sun, no moonlight, and the disappearance of the stars.  The next thing that happens is the appearance of the sign of the Son of Man.  What this ‘sign’ consists of is not described.  We don’t know if this is the Son of Man Himself coming from East to West like lightning or some other radiance, such as the glory of Jesus Himself.


b.  The prepositional phrase “in heaven/in the sky” can describe either the place where the sign appears, (‘in heaven’ is unlikely, since it does the people on earth no good for a sign of Jesus’ coming to appear in the third heaven, where they cannot see it) or the place where the Son of Man is.  Describing the location of the Son of Man ‘in heaven’ again doesn’t tell any unbeliever on earth anything of value (they don’t care), and is something believers already know.  However, for a sign to appear in the sky after a period of total darkness is a significant event and certainly a sign.  Jesus said that He was the light of the world, and His appearance like a flash of lightning may be the sign mentioned here.  The next phrase tells us that whatever this sign is, it is a sign telling the unbelievers of the earth that their day of judgment has come.

2.  “and then all the peoples of the earth will mourn,”

a.  The subject of this statement is unbelievers, since believers will rejoice at the coming of the Lord, not mourn.  The only mourners at the Second Advent will be the unbelievers of this world—the worshippers of the Antichrist and followers of the False-prophet.


b.  The phrase “all the tribes of the earth” indicates people from every country, state, district, territory, city, town, grouping, or tribe.  All unbelievers regardless of race, ethnic group, generation, language, or culture are included.  No unbeliever escapes this impending judgment.


c.  Therefore, when the unbelievers see the sudden and dramatic coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, they will know that their fate is sealed and there is no escape.  Thus the great mourning that will take place.  Their wailing and gnashing of teeth will begin, even before their judgment and punishment in Torments begins.

3.  “and they will see the Son of Man coming before the clouds of the sky”

a.  Jesus goes on to proclaim what causes this great mourning from all the unbelievers of the earth—they will see Me (the Lord Jesus Christ) in resurrection body, coming on the clouds of the sky.


b.  See the exegetical notes above for why the preposition EPI should be translated “before” instead of “on.”  EPI with genitive of persons requires that some ‘persons’ be mentioned in the context.  Who or where are those ‘persons’?  They are the ‘clouds of the sky’.  When Jesus returns, He does not come alone.  There are several groups of billions of creatures with Him.  First, He comes back with His bride, the Church, who are all dressed ‘in whites’, that is, the white military uniform of all elect believers.  Then there is battle group A—all Tribulational martyrs, battle group B—all Old Testament believers, battle group C—all elect angels.  All those coming with Christ are dressed in the same military uniform that our lord wears, which is described in Rev 1.  Everyone dressed in a white uniform and riding white horses will look like the Lord is leading “the clouds of the sky.”



(1)  Rev 1:7, “Remember, He is coming with the clouds [elect angels, the resurrected Church, OT believers], and every eye shall see Him, including everyone who pierced Him, and all the people of the earth will mourn because of Him.  So it shall be; I believe it.”



(2)  Rev 1:13, “and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man, being dressed in a robe reaching to His feet, and being girded around His chest with a golden sash.”



(3)  Rev 3:4-5a, “But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.  Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments…”



(4)  Rev 3:18, “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, in order that you may become rich, and with reference to white clothing [uniform of honor] that you may clothe yourselves,…”



(5)  Rev 4:4, “Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting, having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”



(6)  Rev 6:9-11, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God, that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.  Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’  And then a white robe [uniform of glory] was given to each one of them, and they were told that they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”



(7)  Rev 7:9, “After these things I looked, and behold, a large crowd, which no one was able to count, from every nation and tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and palm branches [were] in their hands.”



(8)  Rev 7:13-14, “And then one from the elders [angelic staff officers] replied, saying to me, ‘These who are wearing white robes, who are they?  And from where have they come?’  Consequently I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’  And then he said to me, ‘These are the ones who have come out of the Great Tribulation; furthermore they have washed their robes; that is, they have made them white by means of the blood of the Lamb.”



(9)  Rev 19:14, “And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses, being clothed with pure, white, fine linen.”


c.  The Lord Jesus Christ returns to earth in His dress white military uniform with gold sash, riding a white horse.  Following Him on white horses and dressed in the same white military uniform are all the believers of human history.  They come to watch His victory over the forces of Satan and the Antichrist.  Christ alone will fight this battle, but He is not alone while doing it.  The mass of heavenly armies dressed in whites following Him will look like He is coming before a mass of white clouds.
4.  “with power and great glory.”

a.  The Lord comes with two things: power and great glory.  He comes with the omnipotent power of God Almighty.  He comes with a ‘show of force’.  He comes to make war against Satan as He has never done before.



(1)  The Antichrist and False-prophet are sent immediately to the lake of fire (Rev 19:20, “And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.”)



(2)  He comes to overpower all of Satan’s forces of evil and will do so by bringing immediate death to all the soldiers opposing Him (Rev 19:21, “And then the rest were killed with the broadsword which came out of the mouth of the One who sat on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their corpses.”)



(3)  Satan is imprisoned in the Abyss for a thousand years (Rev 20:1-2, “And then I saw an angel descending from heaven, having the key to the Abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And then he seized the serpent, that ancient snake, who is the devil, that is, Satan, and bound [incarcerated] him for a thousand years.”)

b.  He comes with not just glory, but great glory.  The great glory includes all who have believed in Him, both angels and humans.  He is dressed in the clothing of a victorious warrior.  He comes with the glory of God in all His magnificence and splendor.  This glory is described in Rev 1:13-16, “and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man, being dressed in a robe reaching to His feet, and being girded around His chest with a golden sash.  Moreover, His head and hair [were] white like white wool, like snow and His eyes [were] like a flame of fire; and His feet [were] like bronze when in the thoroughly hot furnace, and His voice [was] like the sound of many waters, and He has seven stars [pastors of the seven churches of chapters 2-3] in His right hand, and a sharp double-edged broadsword came out of His mouth; and His overt appearance shines like the sun in its power.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We are not told what ‘the sign of the Son of man in heaven’ is, but the people on earth at that time will recognize it.  Our Lord’s second coming at the end of the Tribulation will be a great public event, with every eye seeing Him (Rev 1:7).”


b.  “Exactly what the sign of the Son of Man will be is unknown.”


c.  “Then there will be the celestial sign of Christ’s coming (possibly light to dispel the gloom).  What an awesome, blessed, magnificent sight it will be for His creation to see its Creator, Savior, and Judge returning, resplendent in power and great glory.”


d.  “It is not clear whether this sign is the same as the Son of Man appearing in the sky (v. 30b) or some other heavenly ensign or banner (Isa 18:3), which points to Jesus.  Patristic exegesis often thought of the sign as a cross in the sky, but nothing in the text suggests this, even though it is still defended occasionally.”


e.  “It is not completely clear what is meant by the sign.  It may be some outward sign (Chrysostom thought it would be the cross, as did others in the early church).  It may simply mean the coming of the Son of man Himself, a view that is supported by the fact that neither Mark nor Luke refers to the sign; they both say, ‘they will see the Son of man.’  Whatever it is, the sign will appear in the sky and will be clear enough to be recognizable; for it will have its effect on all the tribes of the earth (a point mentioned by Matthew only).  We would have expected a reference to ‘the nations,’ and perhaps that is the sense of the term in this context.  If it is used strictly it will point to smaller groups than nations, but either way the whole of earth’s population is in view. They will not rejoice at the coming of the Son of man, but will lament at it.  They will recognize that this coming is decisive and that it spells the end of their comfortable securities.  Jesus does not say whether they will immediately recognize that He has come for judgment and that accordingly they will face the penalty for their misdeeds, but clearly there is something about the coming that will make them uncomfortable.  In words reminiscent of Dan 7:13 Jesus goes on to tell us that He will appear, and that is the important thing.  He is speaking of His coming back to this earth, a return that will be so striking that it will leave no doubt as to His majesty.  The clouds are often associated with the presence of the divine, and that will be their significance here.  This is further made clear by the addition of with power and great glory. Jesus is speaking of the majestic appearance of a King, the very antithesis of His first coming, a lowly coming in the form of a servant.”
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