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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit” plus the genitive third person masculine singular from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, with the action of participle being coterminous with the action of the main verb.  It is normally translated by use of the temporal conjunction “while.”

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular article and noun OROS plus the genitive of identity from the feminine plural article and proper noun ELAIA, meaning “on the Mount of Olives.”

“Now while He was sitting on the Mount of Olives,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to come to.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the disciples.”  Next we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of manner
 from the feminine singular adjective IDIOS, meaning “privately” (literally ‘by alone’).  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are producing the action.

 
The participle is circumstantial.

“the disciples came to Him privately, saying,”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say; to tell.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is requested to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

Next we have the dative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “us.”  Then we have the interrogative adverb POTE, meaning “when?” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; exist; take place.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (these things) producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“‘Tell us, when will these things take place”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what?,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun SĒMEION, which means “the sign.”  The nominative subject and predicate nominative without a verb indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [will be],” which can be interpolated from its use in the previous clause.  Next we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article, second person feminine singular adjective SOS and noun PAROUSIA, meaning “of Your presence; coming; advent; the word became the official term for a visit of a person of high rank, especially of kings and emperors visiting a province.”
  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of identity from the feminine singular noun SUNTELEIA plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, which means “of the completion, close, end of the age.”

“and what [will be] the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’”
Mt 24:3 corrected translation
“Now while He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things take place and what [will be] the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’”
Lk 21:7, “Then they questioned Him, saying, ‘Teacher, when therefore will these things happen?  And what [will be] the sign when these things are about to take place?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now while He was sitting on the Mount of Olives,”

a.  Matthew continues the story by setting the scene for the next section of the drama.  Jesus and the disciples have left the temple grounds in Jerusalem, gone through the East Gate of the city, down through the Kidron Valley and up to the top of the Mount of Olives.  This is a short walk of less than a mile and has taken less than a half hour.  As they were leaving the temple, the disciples remarked on the magnificent, beautiful stones and buildings of the temple.  Jesus commented about the severe and total destruction of the temple in the future.  No more was said for the rest of the journey from the departure from the temple grounds till Jesus and the disciples were stopped siting on the Mount of Olives, which looks down over the temple area and the whole east side of Jerusalem.  The disciples have had plenty of time to think about and prepare questions for Jesus regarding this future destruction of the temple and city.


b.  The Lord takes time to sit and rest after the short journey, but also stops to give the disciples a chance to question Him about His previous statement.  

2.  “the disciples came to Him privately, saying,”

a.  Matthew continues to set the scene by noting the actions of four disciples.  Mk 13:3, “And while He was sitting on the hill of olive trees opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew were asking Him privately, ‘Tell us, when will these things be, and what [will be] the sign when all these things are about to be fulfilled?’”  Jesus has sat down at a spot where He can look at His beloved city and temple.  The disciples come to Him to ask Him several questions, which they don’t want anyone else to hear.  The privacy they seek is to make sure there are no enemies of Jesus following them or lurking about.  Talking about the destruction of the temple or city of Jerusalem is dangerous business; for someone could use such talk against Jesus and the disciples as part of a conspiracy to overthrow the Jewish governing officials.  That would be a crime of sedition, which Jesus was actually accused of during His trials.  So any discussion regarding the destruction of the temple or city has to very carefully be done in private.


b.  The following questions by the disciples and answer by the Lord have been known as the Olivet Discourse, since Jesus is sitting on the Mount of Olives looking at Jerusalem as He gives His answers.  The disciples would normally be sitting in front of Him in a semi-circle facing Him.  It is still daylight and probably mid-afternoon.

3.  “‘Tell us, when will these things take place”

a.  The disciples make an entreaty of Jesus.  They request politely that He explain to them when the destruction of the temple (and therefore, the city of Jerusalem as well) will take place.


b.  Certainly they are thinking that this destruction will take place in their lifetimes as Jesus establishes His kingdom on earth.  They are certainly not thinking of something occurring thousands of years from now.


c.  The phrase “these things” refers back to Jesus’ previous statement in verse 1, “the temple buildings,” which are then referred to as “these things” in verse 2.  The phrase refers to the entire temple complex of buildings, porches, walls, etc.


d.  The destruction of the temple has a near and far fulfillment.  The near fulfillment came in 70 A.D. at the hands of the Roman armies.  The far fulfillment comes in the last half of the Tribulation according to Lk 21:20–24.

4.  “and what [will be] the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’”

a.  The question is a three-part question.  Part two of the question regards the sign of Jesus’ coming.  The word PAROUSIA became the official term for the presence, coming, advent or visit of a person of high rank, especially of kings and emperors visiting a province.  The disciples aren’t thinking of a second advent of Jesus, because they have yet to believe that He will even die.  They still believe He is about to establish a political kingdom on earth.  They are asking what will be the sign of this happening.  They are not thinking of His physical departure from earth and return from heaven.  That is the farthest thing from their minds.  They are asking about the establishment of His kingdom on earth.  Something is going to kick that event off.  What is that something?  Is the destruction of the temple the event that signals the beginning of your presence as the King of the Jews?


b.  The third part of the question relates to the end of the Jewish Age—the last seven years or Daniel’s seventieth week.  Every Jew knew the prophecy of Daniel’s 70 weeks (each day of the week equaling one year for a total of 490 years from the decree of Artaxerxes I in 458/7 B.C. (add 32/33 years to the life of Jesus and you have 490 years to the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem).  Daniel’s seventieth week is the seven year period of the Tribulation, which ends with the Second Advent or coming of Jesus to actually establish His political and spiritual kingdom.  The Church Age was still a mystery doctrine, not yet revealed to the disciples or anyone else.  So the delay of several millennia between the first and second advents of Christ is foreign to the disciple’s thinking.  They are thinking in terms of ‘right now’ or ‘in the next few years’.  The end of the Jewish Age was whenever Daniel’s seventieth week was concluded, and that was either now or seven years from now.


c.  Jesus will answer all these questions, but some of His answers will refer to the near fulfillment of prophecy and some will refer to far fulfillment of prophecy.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mt 24:1–44 indicates that our Lord was discussing events that will take place on earth during the time of Tribulation. (See Mt 24:8, where ‘birth-pangs’ are a symbol of the Tribulation; see also Mt 24:21, 29).  After the Church has been suddenly taken out of the world, there will be a period of ‘peace and safety’ (1 Thes 5:1–4) followed by a time of terrible suffering.  This period will last seven years (Dan 9:24–27).  It is this period of ‘Tribulation’ that Jesus described in the Olivet Discourse.  At the end of that period, Jesus will return to the earth, defeat His foes, and establish the promised kingdom.”


b.  “The questions related to the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem, and the sign of the Lord’s coming and the end of the Age.  They have nothing to do with the Church.  The Church is not present in any sense in chapters 24 and 25.  The disciples’ questions related to Jerusalem, Israel, and the Lord’s second coming in glory to establish His kingdom.  Actually Matthew did not record Jesus’ answer to the first question, but Luke did (Lk 21:20).  The disciples felt that the destruction of Jerusalem, of which Jesus had spoken, would usher in the kingdom.  They were thinking, no doubt, of Zechariah 14:1–2. (The destruction Jesus referred to in Mt 23:38 occurred in A.D. 70, a destruction separate from the final one in Zech 14.)”


c.  “Jesus gave two prophecies that afternoon, one at near range, the other at long range.  The near-range prophecy is found in Lk 21.  The long-range prophecy was made on the Mount of Olives. The four leading apostles (Mk 13:3) were confused and saw the destruction of Jerusalem and Christ’s return as concurrent events.  Mt 24:15 (Mk 13:14) gives us a key for understanding this prophecy; for Jesus clearly linked it to Daniel.  He referred to the prophecy in Dan 9:24–27, so the Olivet Discourse expands these few verses which are analogous to a prophetic clock measuring off seventy weeks of years (i.e., 490 years) in Israel’s history.  This clock started with the issue of a decree to restore and rebuild Israel (Dan 9:25), but it paused after 483 years when the Messiah was cut off (verse 26).  This pause represents the Church Age, an age during which the city and sanctuary would be destroyed (70 A.D.), but the clock will resume running for its final seven years (Dan 9:27) when Jerusalem’s destroyer (Rome) makes a covenant with Israel.  That final seven-year period is the Tribulation which divides into two 3.5 year periods, the first of which will bring a false sense of peace to Israel, and the last of which will bring the most fearful persecution and destruction the world has ever seen.  This seven year Tribulation is the subject of Jesus’ prophecy; it was all given from Israel’s perspective.  So Jesus’ answer to His disciples concerns God’s program for Israel.”


d.  “Resting on the hillside, and looking down on the temple below, the disciples naturally question when such a catastrophe could occur.  They ask a second question as well, about the sign that would herald the end of the age and Christ’s return, a question likely triggered by Mt 23:39.  Jesus will make clear that the destruction of the temple and the end of the age are two separate events, but probably the disciples do not yet recognize this, scarcely imagining that one could occur without the other.  Hence for them the two questions are one and the same.”


e.  “Both Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus was seated on that mountain, the posture of a teacher, and Mark adds that they were opposite the temple.  The disciples pursued the matter (Mark particularizes with Peter, James, John, and Andrew).  Both Evangelists indicate that this was done privately; this was not a subject for public teaching.  Had Jesus taught such things publicly there might well have been a furor, but for the disciples it was important in later years to remember that Jesus had prophesied the destruction of the temple forty years or so before it occurred.  They asked specifically for two pieces of information: the time when all this would happen, and what the sign of your coming and of the consummation of the age would be.  It would seem that the disciples thought that the two were to be closely connected.  He knew that he would not be with the disciples much longer; therefore he told them plainly about some significant eschatological happenings.”
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