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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then” plus the adverb of time EUTHEWS, meaning “immediately.”  Then we have the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time plus the feminine singular article and noun THLIPSIS, meaning “after the tribulation.”  With this we have the genitive of identity from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “of those days.”

“Now immediately after the tribulation of those days”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO plus the noun HĒLIOS, meaning “the sun.”  Then we have the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb SKOTIZW, which means “to be darkened.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the sun will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SELĒNĒ, meaning “the moon.”  This is followed by the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future active indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the moon will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PHEGGOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its light.”

“the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ASTĒR, meaning “the stars.”  This is followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative of the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the stars) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from the sky/heaven.”

“and the stars will fall from the sky,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun DUNAMIS with the genitive of identity/possession from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the powers of the heavens.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb SALEUW, which means “physically=to be shaken; mentally=distressed, agitated.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the powers of the heavens will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”
Mt 24:29 corrected translation
“Now immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now immediately after the tribulation of those days”

a.  The Lord transitions from talking about the final war against Satan’s agents of evil after His return at the Second Advent to what will happen as signs before His second advent.


b.  The word ‘immediately’ indicates that this description refers the end of the first half of the tribulation—the three and one half year period from the resurrection of the Church until the statue of the Dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, the Antichrist, is set up on the temple in Jerusalem.  Remember that the last half of the seven-year tribulation period is called ‘the Great Tribulation’.  What Jesus is about to describe are the major signs of the last half of the Tribulation, that is, the major signs of the Great Tribulation.  These signs are described in detail in Revelation as mentioned below.


c.  Jesus is still answering the disciples’ question, ‘What [will be] the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’ (verse 3).

2.  “the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,”

a.  A sign that every eye can see is the diming of the sunlight from the sun.  The sun does not become completely dark or stay permanently dark; for that would mean no radiation of heat from the sun, which would kill all life on earth from an immediate and total ice age.  If this darkening lasts for weeks or months it would have a detrimental effect on plant life, which cannot grow without sunlight.  Thus this will cause massive crop failure, which would create worldwide famine, which in turn would lead to mass deadly diseases from immune system failures.  Therefore, this darkening of the sun probably only lasts a day or two, that is, just long enough for people to know that something, which has never occurred before has taken place and is a supernatural event.  This event is mentioned in:



(1)  Rev 6:12, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.”



(2)  Rev 8:12, “And then the fourth angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, that a third of them might be darkened, and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”


b.  Since the sun is not working at full power there is less light to be reflected by the moon.  Thus the moon does not give off the light of the sun.  So night becomes even darker, giving people a nightly reminder of the sign of the dimming sun.

3.  “and the stars will fall from the sky,”

a.  There are two interpretations of this verse and both are accurate and complement each other.



(1)  The stars can refer to the fallen angels, who are kicked out of their celestial playground (the stellar universe) and thrown down to earth during the last half of the tribulation.



(2)  The stars can refer to the literal stars, which God wipes away from the sky, creating total darkness—a supernatural event that would be unmistakable throughout the world.  ‘Where did all the stars go?’ and ‘Who could do such a thing?’  Obviously only the Creator of the Universe could do such a thing—this sign pointing to the only Savior.


b.  Revelation again mentions both events:



(1)  Rev 12:7-9, “Now there was a battle in heaven.  Michael and his angels fighting [had to fight] against the serpent.  And the serpent and his angels fought back.  However, he did not win; in fact a place was no longer found for them in heaven.  And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the Devil and Satan, the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.  He was thrown down to the earth.  In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”



(2)  Rev 8:12, “And then the fourth angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, that a third of them might be darkened, and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise.”  Rev 12:4, “And his (Satan’s) tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven (the fallen angels).  And he threw them to the earth.  And then the serpent stands before the woman who was about to give birth (Israel), in order that when she gave birth he might devour her child (the death of Jesus on the Cross).”


c.  On the day of the Second Advent, there will be supernatural darkness for twenty-four hours over the entire face of the earth.  No light will be able to penetrate this darkness.  This darkness will immobilize the invading armies of the Armageddon campaign and frustrate the satanic plan to destroy Israel.



(1)  Zech 14:6, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”



(2)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it [Jerusalem] in that day [Second Advent] like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress [among the invading armies], even the light is darkened by its clouds.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.



(3)  Isa 13:9‑10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be dark when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.



(4)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, darkness will cover the earth and a deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear to you [Israel].”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds [the clouds that block out the light] and every eye shall see Him.”  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.



(5)  Joel 2:1-2, “Blow the trumpet of Zion and sound an alarm on My holy mountain; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people [the invading armies]; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  Joel 2:10‑11, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.  The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”  The royal family and elect angels are behind Christ and accompanies Him through this supernatural darkness.



(6)  Zech 14:7, “For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord [God the Father], not day, not night; but it will come to pass at the time of the evening there will be light.”
4.  “and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”

a.  The word ‘heavens’ in the plural refers to two of the three heavens: the first heaven, which is the atmosphere of the earth, and the second heaven, which is the stellar universe.  The ‘powers’ occupying these heavens are the angels, but here a reference only to the fallen angels.  The elect angels are not ‘shaken’ by the acts of God in judgment.  Thus the ‘powers of the heavens’ refer to the fallen angels, Eph 6:12.

b.  To be shaken is a word picture of God’s judgment on something.  For example:



(1)  Rev 6:13-14a, “And meteors from heaven fell into the earth, like a fig tree drops its unripe figs when being shaken by a great wind.  Furthermore the atmosphere disappeared like a scroll when it is being rolled up;…”



(2)  Heb 12:25-27, “Beware that you do not reject Him who is speaking.  For if those [Jewish believers of the Exodus generation] did not escape, when they rejected his [Moses’] warning on earth, much more surely we, the ones rejecting the One from heaven, [will not escape], concerning Whom His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, ‘One more time I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.’  Now the statement ‘one more time’ indicates the change of that which is certainly going to be shaken, as of things having been made, in order that the things which certainly cannot be shaken may remain.”


c.  God is literally going to shake the heavens, such that the stars fall from the sky (disappear—He turns off their light) and such that the fallen angels are kicked out of the second heaven and confined to the earth for the last half of the tribulation, that is, during the Great Tribulation.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The cosmic changes mentioned in Mt 24:29 precede the return of Jesus Christ to the earth.”


b.  “His return will be accompanied by unusual displays in the heavens.”


c.  “The celestial signs of Jesus’ return (verse 29) include the fourth and fifth bowls of judgment of Rev 16.”


d.  “Jesus now returns to the question of the sign of His coming.  Jesus portrays His return with the typical apocalyptic imagery of cosmic upheaval.  He does not intend His language to be taken as a literal, scientific description of events [how does this commentator know that; does he have the mind of Christ?  He is so wrong] but as a vivid metaphor, much as we speak of earth-shaking developments.  From this moment on, the universe can no longer continue as it has been (Rev 6:12–17; 8:12).  Jesus’ imagery may well also point to the overthrow of the cosmic and demonic powers often associated in paganism with the sun, moon, and stars.  Most of v. 29 echoes, without directly quoting texts such as Isa 13:10 and 34:4.”


e.  “Jesus speaks of significant celestial phenomena in language reminiscent of Old Testament passages but without specifically quoting them (Ezek 32:7; Joel 2:10).  The most striking thing is that neither the sun nor the moon will give any light: the whole earth will lie in darkness.  With that is joined disturbance in the stars, for they will fall from heaven.  That the stars will fall means that starlight is affected as much as is sunlight and moonlight.  There is to be no source of light here on earth in that day.  It accords with what will happen to sun, moon, and stars that the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Jesus does not say what these powers are, but in the first century it was widely accepted that there were many heavenly beings and that on occasion they might make their present felt on earth.  Jesus is saying that, whatever the powers of the heavens may be, they are subject to God, and that at this time, that of the return of the Son of man to this earth, their power will be disturbed.  Whatever functions they may be exercising at the time will be affected by the great fact that the Son of man is coming back to this earth to bring an end to the current system and to inaugurate the reign of God over all the earth.”


f.  “The whole celestial world shall collapse.  All these events happen at once.  All that holds the heavenly bodies in their orbits and enables sun and moon to light the earth will cease.  The sun’s light will be extinguished, the moon’s radiance will disappear in the same instant, and the stars will fall from their places.  This is utterly beyond human conception.”
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