John 1:1
Matthew 24:28



 is the adverb of place HOPOU with the indefinite particle EAN (also spelled AN), meaning “Wherever.”  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic and static present for a state of being that is a permanent fact.


The active voice indicates that the corpse produces the state of being somewhere.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating that the location of the corpse is indefinite—it could be anywhere.

Next we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PTWMA, which means “the corpse, carcass, or dead body.”

“Wherever the corpse is,”
 is the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there,” followed by the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb SUNAGW, which means “to be gathered together.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the vultures/carrion birds will receive the action of being gathered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun AETOS, meaning “the eagles; the vultures.”

“there the vultures will be gathered together.”
Mt 24:28 corrected translation
“Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will be gathered together.”
Lk 17:37, “And answering they said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’  Then He said to them, ‘Where the body {SWMA, Luke uses a different Greek word here} [is], there also the vultures will be gathered.’”

Explanation:
1.  “Wherever the corpse is,”

a.  The location of ‘the corpse’ is in the Valley of Esdraelon, also called ‘the Jezreel Valley’ and also known as the Valley of Megiddo, a large fertile plain and inland valley in the Northern District of Israel.  It is bordered to the north by the highlands of the Lower Galilee region, to the south by the Samarian highlands, to the west and northwest by the Mount Carmel range, and to the east by the Jordan Valley, with Mount Gilboa marking its southern extent.  This is the battlefield where the Lord Jesus Christ will annihilate the millions of soldiers attacking Israel from the North, East, South, and West at the battle of Armageddon.  Armageddon is a great valley north of Jerusalem, twenty-five miles long and fourteen miles wide.

b.  Rev 16:13-16, “And then I saw from the mouth of the serpent and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet three impure-spirits like frogs, (for they are demon spirits performing miracles), which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth, to assemble them for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty One.  (Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Happy [is] the one who stays alert and guards his clothing, so that he may not march naked, and they see his disgracefulness.)  And then He assembled them in a place, which is called in Hebrew - Armageddon.”


c.  Rev 19:21, “And then the rest were killed with the broadsword which came out of the mouth of the One who sat on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their corpses.”
2.  “there the vultures will be gathered together.”

a.  The great armies of the world gather together for a great battle against the Lord Jesus Christ, and He kills them all with one word from His mouth.  This slaughter creates millions of dead bodies, which have to be cleaned up in order to purify the land of Israel.  The Lord commands all the carrion birds of the earth (hawks, buzzards, eagles, vultures, etc.) to gather together for their great feast.  It will take seven months to purge the land of this defilement.



(1)  Rev 14:20, “Furthermore, the wine-press was trampled outside the city and blood flowed out from the winepress up to the bridles of horses for sixteen-hundred stadia [184 miles].”



(2)   Ezek 39:12, “‘For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in order to cleanse the land.  In fact all the people of the land will bury them; and then it will become a memorial to the day when I glorified Myself,’ declares the Lord God.”

b.  There are two great battles that end this war against believers and the Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  Jerusalem is the first area of this warfare.  Zech 12:2-11, “On that day there will be great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning of Hadadrimmon [this refers to the death of Josiah in a battle with Pharaoh Neco II of Egypt in 609 BC.] on the plain of Megiddo [another name for Armageddon].”  Isa 37:36; 2 Kg 19:35; Zech 14:2-3, “For I will assemble all nations against Jerusalem for battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women raped, and half of the city will depart into slavery, but a remnant of the people will not be cut off from the city.  Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.”  The remnants of people in Jerusalem are Jewish believers, who attain spiritual maturity.  God will permit Israel’s enemies to gather against them.  As the armies sweep through Jerusalem, two-thirds of the city's population is going to capitulate, Zech 13:8.  This group of people (who capitulate) will be lulled into a false sense of security by treaties, by promises couched in smooth words, and by religious phrases.  A remnant will be delivered while all this is occurring.  One-third of the believers are still resisting, Zech 13:9.  Why?  After part of the city is raped and plundered, many of the civilian men are motivated to fight back.  They now understand the importance of freedom through military victory.  There are general officers, called ALUPH (which comes from the word ELEPH, meaning “1000”) in Zech 14:2, that begin to train these men as a counterattack force.  What is left of the regular army will be used to hold back the enemy while these civilians are trained as a counterattack force.  These generals did not surrender even though combat stress had reached a new peak.  Zech 12:5, “Then the generals of Judah will begin to think in their hearts, ‘My strength is in the inhabitants of Jerusalem through the Lord of the Armies, their God.’”  These generals began to recognize that these civilians had come to them for training to fight against the greatest professional army of the king of the North.   The success of these generals is described prophetically in Zech 12:6, “In that day I will make the generals of Judah like a pan of fire among the sticks (the troops) and like a flaming torch among the sheaves (the army staff), therefore they will cut to pieces on the right hand and on the left all the surrounding enemy troops.  Therefore the inhabitants of Jerusalem will again live in their own homes in Jerusalem.”  The Jewish army deliberately allowed themselves to be surrounded, so they could more effectively kill the enemy in all directions.  The enemy army would be mostly slaughtered before they realized what happened to them.  The deliverance of Jerusalem is emphasized prophetically in Zech 12:7, “The Lord also will deliver the tents of Judah first, in order that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be magnified above Judah.”



(2)  The second great battle is the battle of Armageddon, described in Rev 19:17-21, “And then I saw a single angel standing in the sunlight; and he shouted with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in mid-heaven, ‘Come, be gathered to the great feast from God, in order that you may eat the corpses of kings and the corpses of general officers and the corpses of the mighty [field grade officers], and the corpses of horses and those who sit on them [mechanized soldiers], in fact the corpses of all, both free [volunteers] and slaves [draftees], both small [enlisted soldiers] and great [officers]’.  And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, having been assembled for the purpose of making war against the One who sits on the horse and against His army.  And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.  And then the rest were killed with the broadsword which came out of the mouth of the One who sat on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their corpses.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The event that precedes His return is the gathering of the Gentile nations at Armageddon (Rev 16:13–16; 19:11ff).  The eagles flying around the carcass picture the awful carnage that will result from this great battle (Rev 19:17–19).”


b.  “Wherever there is a carcass (physical corruption), vultures will go there to eat it.”
  Wow, did Dallas Theological Seminary miss the point here!  The interpretation should be literal, not allegorical.


c.  “Verse 28 describing metaphorically [nope, it’s not metaphorical, but literal] how all people will be drawn to see Christ upon His return, just as certainly as vultures gather to devour a corpse or animal carcass.”


d.  “It is not easy to see the connection of this saying with the immediately preceding.  [It is easy to see, if you compare Scripture with Scripture.]  Perhaps the thought of judgment follows hard on that of the coming of the Son of man.  These words are found also in Lk 17:37 in a passage dealing with the coming of the kingdom and the consequent judgment and that have a number of affinities with this discourse.  The words may well be a known proverbial saying, bringing out the truth that it is the dead body and not something less that attracts vultures.  The thought will be that the spiritually dead inevitably attract judgment.”
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