John 1:1
Matthew 24:27



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the comparative conjunction HWSPER, meaning “just as.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ASTRAPĒ, meaning “the lightning.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come from.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what normally occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (lightning) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine plural noun ANATOLĒ, which means “from the sun rising,” that is, “from the East.”

“For just as the lightning comes from the East”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present middle or passive indicative of the verb PHAINW, which means “to shine; to flash; to appear.”


The present tense is a customary present for what typically occurs.


The middle or passive voice indicates that the lightning is responsible for producing the action of flashing or receives the action of flashing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition HEWS, plus the adverbial genitive of measure from the feminine plural noun DUSMĒ, which means “to the going down, setting (of the sun), that is, to the West.”

“and flashes to the West,”
 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “thus; so; in this manner.”  Next we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the coming will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA plus the genitive of identity or possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “the coming of the Son of Man.”

“so the coming of the Son of Man will be.”
Mt 24:27 corrected translation
“For just as the lightning comes from the East and flashes to the West, so the coming of the Son of Man will be.”
Explanation:
1.  “For just as the lightning comes from the East”

a.  Jesus continues explaining to the disciples what His second coming will be like by comparing the speed of His return to the speed of lightning.  How fast is lightning?  Lightning travels at 220,000 miles per hour (one third the speed of light).  Jesus is not saying He will be traveling at exactly that speed, but using the fastest thing the disciples could comprehend, since they can observe the speed of light.  We can observe the speed of lightning, but we cannot observe the speed of light with the human eye.  The Lord’s point is that His return will be as fast as the fastest thing the disciples can observe.


b.  Why does He come from the East?  There is no prophecy about Jesus coming from the East, so all speculations are nothing more than that—speculation, a guess.  We know that the Mount of Olives is opposite the East Gate of the city of Jerusalem and that the Lord comes down on the Mount of Olives, so apparently this somewhat confirms that He comes from the East.  The Garden of Eden was located east of Israel.  So perhaps coming from the East is associated with the beginning of the human race and man’s expulsion from the Garden of Eden.  All we can say for certain here is that Jesus announces that His coming will be like lightning coming from the East; for all lightning on earth does not come from the East and flash to the West.  However, His coming will be comparatively (not literally) like a flash of lightning.
2.  “and flashes to the West,”

a.  Lightning can come from any direction and flash in any direction.  It just depends on the negative and positive electrical charges involved and their location.


b.  Jesus’ point here is about the suddenness and visibility of His return.  His return will be unexpected and sudden and be seen by everyone who is not blind.

3.  “so the coming of the Son of Man will be.”

a.  Having stated the conditions of His return, He now declares the fact of His return.  The Son of Man is a title that Jesus used to describe Himself, so the legalistic leaders of Israel could not accuse Him of calling Himself the Messiah.  He referred to Himself using a title emphasizing His true humanity to emphasize that He will return as a true human the second time, just as He came as a true human the first time.


b.  There dogmatically will be a second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of Man.  He will return in a resurrection body that is capable of space travel and travel at speeds far beyond anything we can comprehend or achieve.  He will come when unbelievers do not expect it, but believers can almost pinpoint it.  Jesus has completely answered the disciples’ question about when He will return.  The Lord will go on to point out why He will return.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The return of Jesus to the earth will be sudden, like a stroke of lightning.”


b.  “His coming will be like lightning flashing from the east … to the west; it will be a splendorous, visible event.”


c.  “His actual return will be unmistakable in its nature, universal in its visibility, and cosmic in its scope and effect.”


d.  “The coming of the Messiah will not be some secret thing such that only those with special knowledge will be able to say where the Messiah is.  Jesus likens His coming to lightning.  Nobody needs to be told where the lightning is.  When it flashes, the whole sky is lit up from east to west.  The coming of the lightning is a coming that thrusts itself on our notice; we cannot overlook it.  The coming of the Son of man will be open and public; nobody will need to be told about it.”


e.  “His return will be absolutely different.  He will not be hidden away in the wilderness nor in some guarded and secret inner room in a building.  The whole world will see Him in the brilliance of His heavenly glory.”
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